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Ready to go: America is on the 
brink of attacking Iraq again 



Ready for action: a member of the ground crew rushes to his post as an American warplane lands on the USS Nimitz in the northern Gulf 


Iraq and the United 
States looked set for 
renewed armed conflict 
after a day of high 
drama in New York, 
Washington and 
Baghdad. The Iraqis 
announced the expulsion 
of American weapons 
inspectors; the UN said 
it will leave Iraq. Our US 
correspondent weighs 
the" choices on ail sides. 


The stand-off accelerated with 
h speed that few had antidpat- 
jt ed, including Kofi Annan, the 

9 UN Secretary General Yes- 

- ‘ ter day morning, only hours af- 
■ - ter the United Nations Security 

Council had passed a unani- 
Sous resolution approving fur- 

- N £7 ijer sanctions on Iraq, Baghdad 
‘"RtvS ^ back. The six US weapons 
‘ T* inspectors in Iraq were given six 


and a half hours to leave the 
country. They were told to 
leave for Jordan by land, a 
hard overnight journey. 

An expulsion order had 
been hanging over the Ameri- 
can members of UN inspection 
teams since 29 October, when 
Baghdad first ordered their de- 
parture - an order that was sus- 
pended while diplomatic 
procedures were underway. 

In Washington, President 
Clinton called the National Se- 
curity Council into immediate 
session. He emerged, grave, to 
describe the expulsions as 
“clearly unacceptable" and a 
“challenge to the international 
community". He added: “It is 
important to the safety of. the 
world that they [the inspectors] 
continue their work. I intend to 
pursue the matter in a very de- 
termined way." 

Within the hour, Richard 
Butler, the chairman of Un- 
scom, the commission over- 
seeing the disarming of Iraq, 


announced the withdrawal of all 
Unscom .staff i&.lraq, A small 
team of about rune people will 
be left to maintain fccilities. 
Asked whether the UN offices, 
equipment and documents were 
secure, Mr Butler said bluntly: 
“Yes." But he stressed that 
“every day lost makes the cir- 
cumstances worse" in terms of 


send, except the Americans." 

Iraq’s view js that American 
members of the UN teams, 
and the American-piloted U2 
spy planes that are used for UN 
surveillance missions over Iraq, 
are being used not only. for UN 
purposes, but in Aroerica’&own 
national interestS-Mr Ariz has 
continually made reference to 


BY MARY DEJEVSKY 


Iraq’s unmonitored military po- 
tential. 

The Iraqi deputy prime min- 
ister. Thriq Aziz, who has been 
trying to argue his country’s case 
at the UN this week, blew hot 
and cold, but maintained the po- 
sition he has presented consis- 
tently. “Iraq is ready to continue 
its cooperation with Unscom. 
Unseam could perform fully its 
duties, with any other person- 
nel the chairman decides to 


an unannounced inspection at 
an installation he said was for 
the security of President Sad- 
dam Hussein, and so. in his 
view, a matter of national se- 
curity and sovereignty. 

The consistency of Thriq 
Aziz's position, the defiant 
words of other Iraqi officials 
who say they are “not scared" 
of further sanctions or a mili- 
tary strike, and the overt prepa- 
rations for war in Baghdad - the 


whipping up of national senti- 
menu the mass demonstrations 
and the mustering of “volun- 
teers" at the presidential palace, 
all suggest that Iraq has decid- 
ed that it has nothing to lose by 
standing^rm. Baghdad wants 
a foreseeable end to sanctions. 

■ : ''The United Nations has a 
dilemma. It rauststand by the 
principle that no country can de- 
termine the composition of UN - 
teams, and no country should 
defy LIN resolutions. But with ' 
several Security Council mem- 
bers, including Russia, China 
and Fiance, reluctant to impose 
further sanctions, it is hard to 
see that it would approve the 
use of force to ensure compli- 
ance, so long as Iraq does not 
resort to force itself. 

This pushes the burden of 
decision on to President Clin- 
ton. He has a cause: US in- 
spectors are being expelled. 
He also has the capacity the US 
has sufficient hardware in the 
region to launch an immediate 


Photograph: AP 


military strike on Iraq, and a na- 
tional consensus: a weekend 
poll showed more than 60 per 
cent would support the use of 
righteous indignation, com- 
pared with 24 per cent who 
would oppose iL 

The problem for Mr Clinton 
is, wbat then? The US believes 
the UN has the authority for a 
military strike under previous 
Security Council resolutions, 
but this is not a view universal- 
ly shared. Even by asking for a 
new resolution on military ac- 
tion, the US could break the 
fragile unity of the Security 
Council; but if it strikes unilat- 
erally, international opprobri- 
um will be turned away from 
Iraq and on to the US. 

If Mr Clinton does nothing, 
he ^appears weak. 

On past performance the 
possibility of Saddam Hussein 
backing down looks remote. In 
which case, Mr Clinton may rea- 
son that a military strike should 
be sooner rather than later. 
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^Bankers spill the beans 

The Independent eavesdropped yesterday on a 
«Krfidertt*aJ global video conference held for a Swiss 
talc’s directors in London. New York and Hong Kong 
discuss their acquisition of BZWs investment 
oariktng activities from Barclays Bank. The directors of 
gfedit Suisse First Boston could hardly surpress their 
at bagging the British business for what the City 
tfewed as a knock-down price of £IOOm. They 
discussed mass sackings and why they didn’t buy BZWs 
business in Japan - because it was “a loser;’ Page 20 

Breast cancer risk 

A woman* risk of undoing a mastectomy for breast 
: oncer ranges from aero to 80 per cent, depending on 
’ - the surgeon creating her, according to a new study. 

; adds co exisimg fears about the variable qualrty of 
‘ breast cancer screening in Britain. Page 9 

SEEN & HEARD 

In his time he has been wrongly accu ; e t‘f ^ 

=: kidnapped, and almost assassinated by Bdl “'""“"T 
;/ t tadUbc Now he has decided to retire from the front- 
'■ line. Humphrey the Downing Street cat rs taMW P* 

;■ tics and moving to the country. It 
die venerable feline had fallen out ^ 

■ , though both strenuously denied it and agreed topose 

forXtographs. In fact the ageing mouser has been 

■ suffSng^om a kidney complaint and has been advised 
to oke tilings easy. Dawning Street insisted he will be 
solely missed and welcome a visit at any time. 


The mystery swagman who 
raised £l5m for Tory party 


The existence of a £!5m 
Tory fund-raiser was 
denied by William 
Hague’s office last night. 
With sleaze charges high 
on the agenda at 
Westminster, Anthony 
Bevins, Political Editor, 
reports on the mystery 
of the Australian 
•swagman’. 

The leader of the Conservative 
Party bas submitted the name of 
Ronald J Walker, a prominent 
Melbourne businessman, to the 
Prime Minister for a knighthood. 
The Independent has been told. 

Authoritative sources have re- 
vealed that Mr Whlker served as 
the Tbries’ overseas treasurer be- 
fore the last election, and that he 
delivered foreign funds to the 
tune of at least £15m for John 
Majors 1997 election campaign. 

A spokesman for Mr 
Hague’s office yesterday insist- 
ed that Mr Walker had not been 
a Tory overseas treasurer, “with- 
in living memory". But Mr 
Walkers name appears as one 


of a number of honorary party 
treasurers on letter heading of 
the “Conservative and Union- 
ist Central Office Treasure rs' 
Department", used last year. 

The Independent bas been 
told Mr Whlker’s name was sub- 
mitted to Mr Blair for a knight- 
hood. along with that of Bennie 
Ecclestone, the Formula One 
motor raring chief who remains 
at the centre of a row over con- 
tributions to the Labour Party. 

Following advice given to 
Labour by Sir Patrick Neill 
QC, the new chairman of the of- 
ficial Committee on Standards 
in Public Life, Labour is being 
forced to return a £lm donation 
from Mr Ecclestone, because of 
a ministerial decision to exempt 
Formula One from a ban on to- 
bacco sponsorship in sport. 

But The Independent has 
been authoritatively informed 
that Mr Ecclestone gave about 
£I0m to the Conservatives, 
along with a loan of £4m, and 
those gifts are certain now to be- 
come a focus of attention for the 
Neill inquiry into party funding. 

It is not known whether 
some of the Ecclestone dona- 
tions were raised by Mr tVfcik- 


er, but it was Mr Wilker who ne- 
gotiated the multi-million 
pound deal under which Mr Ec- 
clestone agreed, in December 
1993, to switch the Australian 
Grand Prix from Adelaide to 
Melbourne from this year. 

The political significanc e of 
the allegations Linking Mr Walk- 
er. the Tbry party, overseas 
funding, Mr Hague and Mr Ec- 
clestone will not be lost on a be- 
leaguered Labour leadership). 

Jack Straw, the Home Sec- 
retary, yesterday wrote to Mr 
Hague to ask: “Are press reports 
accurate that Bemie Eccle- 
stone made donations and loans 
to the Conservative Party, and, 
in which case, what were the 
amounts and dates?" He also 
asked: “How much money have 
you received from abroad to 
fund election campaigns?" 

Mr Hague replied last night: 
“Your attempt to divert atten- 
tion away from the Govern- 
ment’s decision to treat 
Formula One in a completely 
different way from other na- 
tional sports ... is pathetic." 

He also told the Home Sec- 
retary: “Before the summer, I 
instructed our party treasurers 


that ... we will not accept for- 
eign donations.” 

Mr Hague said in July: “Rfe 
will publish new guidance later 
this year, and our intention is that 
in future years the Conservative 
Party will no longer accept for- 
eign donations." His spokesman 
was unable to say last ni gh t 
when foreign donations would be 
stopped - alth ough the Govern- 
ment is to make them illegal 
from next year. 

Itwasdisdosed yesterday that 
Sir Patrick bad been asked by 
Tbm Sawyer, Labour general sec- 
retary, to rule on the accept- 
ability of a further, post-election 
donation from Mr Ecclestone. 

The Prime Minister raised 
the issue in yesterday’s Cabinet, 
during which a number of min- 
isters said h was “ridiculous" that 
business donations should be 
questioned in this way - when all 

Government decisions regular- 
ly affected business in general 
and in particular. The No 10 
spokesman said; -r We get it in the 
neck for taking money, we get 
it in the neck for giving it bade, 
and now we’re getting it in the 
neck for not taking money.” 

Tobacco row, page 5 


INSIDE TODAY 


CHRIS EVAN S/3 

Boozer, big-mouth, 
great face for radio... 
and now a tycoon? 

WHATS ON? 

Film, music and reviews. 
28 page weekend guide. 
In today’s Eye 

GIRL POWER/19 

Suzanne Moore thinks 
the lad- 
bashing 
ads are a 
very good 
thing. 

HAIRLESS?/! 6 

Tough, go-ahead 
women are going bald. 
(Oh no, they’re not.) 


4 g W EATH E R The Eye, page 26 
TELEVISION The Eye, page 28 
CROSSWORDS Page 28 and 
the Eye, page 25 
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COLUMN ONE 


PEOPLE 


UPDATE 


Things ain't so dandy for 
this tough old cowboy 


The kids of tuday. Having goaded the once liberal Jack Straw into rag- 
ing about child curfews and juvenile tagging, they have now driven poor 
old Desperate Dan into retirement. 

After 60 years of appearing in every edition of the Dandy comic, he 
has been dropped because he is no longer •‘relevant" in the world of the 
mode m you ngst er. 

DC Thomson, the comic’s publishers, admitted yesterday that the de- 
cision would perturb many parents who had grown up with Dan’s tales 
of Cow Pies and Owl Hoot Juice and regarded him as a figure synony- 
mous with a am ten ted childhood. 

But Agnes Wilson, of the D C Thomson’s editorial management team, 
said: “We know the character is relevant to parents but we don't know 

how relevant he is to today's 
children.” She added: “From time 



to time everybody reappraises 
the content of their magazines and 
comics. We wondered whether it 
was lime to give him a rest." 

The comic's editor, Morris 
Hcggie, was yesterday sticking to 
the official Dandy line that Dan 
had gone happily of his own ac- 
cord. “Dan was doing a bungee 
jump and struck an oil well with 
his mighty ciun when the elastic 
broke.” he said. “From his yacht, 
somewhere in (he Bahamas, he 
has informed me that he is no 
longer desperate. So I'm looking 
for someone to fill his boots.” 

Desperate Dan - “The rough- 
est. toughest cowboy in the West” 
- first appeared in the Dandy in 
the launch issue of 4 December 



SOCIETY i 

More women seek Shelter 

Record — of women are seeHnS helP^use of bo— - 
poor housing, according to the a ^ 

The organisation said that more f centres during 1996-97.. 

s3as£s=a-£sssss=s 

disturbing picture of women w ^*J'^ eal those involving wot* 

“Some of the most _ f trauma of homelessness, 

en who flee a violent partner only . nr j G ritv for bousing by many 
This very vulnerable group are still no giv P ^ support they 

local authorities andall too often mss ■ o ^ piX>ve d central and local 

desperately need.” Th ^ c J* ar '^ diverse housing needs of wbmenf 
govemmeu. polices Cumsponde* 
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Disease warning for th e yo ung 


All’s well that ends well for Wanamaker’s vision 


1937. He was inspired by celluloid cowboy heroes like Turn Mix, who were 
popular in the Thirties and who were also models for other cartoon fig- 
ures like Buck Jones and Kit Carson who have preceded Dan into the 
sunset. 

Dan's demise follows that of Korky ihe Cal, who recently lost his ever- 
present record in Dandy to be reduced to the status of a “now and again 
character”. A similar fate has befallen Lord Snooty, once a regular of 
the sister comic Beano, which has also driven Big Eggo, the cartoon os- 
trich which once graced its cover, into extinction. The Dandy and the Beano 
both still sell in (he region of 300,000 copies per issue, although that is 
a far cry from the million plus sales of the Fifties and Sixties. 

DC Thomson is expecting some of these readers to mount a protest 
when Dan's departure becomes apparent with deliveries of the next is- 
sue. “We are wailing to see what reaction wc get,” said a company source. 

Which might lead cynics to think that this whole affair is not unre- 
lated to the recent publication of a new Christmas book. The Legend of 
Desperate Dan , which chronicles 60 years of the cowpoke’s adventures. 

Maybe this lime the kids are not to blame after all. As a public rela- 
tions company yesterday spread the news that Dan had gone, it seemed 
that even Cactusville, Texas, where Dan used -to live with his Auntie 
Aggie, had succumbed to the world of hype. 

— km Burrell 


Sam Wanamaker, the man who brought us Shake- 
speare’s Globe Theatre, was awarded a posthumous 
recognition of his vision last night. 

The film director, who fought to rebuild the 
theatre for many frustrating years but who died in 
1 993 before his dream was fulfilled, was named the 
1997 Ambassador for London. 

Lord Renwick, chairman of the judging panel, 
said: “Sam Win a m aker receives our recognition for 
his extraordinary vision, leadership, energy and de- 
termination in realising his dream of recreating 
Shakespeare's Globe Theatre for the benefit of all 
Londoners and for countless visitors, artists and 
scholars in the future.” 

Sam Wanamaker visited London in the Forties, 
expecting to find a monument to the world's great- 
est playwright. Instead he found only a plaque com- 
memorating the location of the Globe Theatre and 
vowed one day to remedy the lack of a memorial 


Thirty years later he setup a trust and began to 
raise funds. By 1995 more than£l2m had been raised. 
This was matched by the same amount from the 
National Lottery and the Globe was secure. 

Collecting the award on behalf of Wanamaker, 
artistic director Mark Rylance said: “Taking Lon- 
don as his family's adoptive home during the 
Fifties, Sam always loved London, and, with edu- 
cation at the heart of the Globe, Sam's vision en- 
compassed young people and visitors of all ages, as 
well as the recreation of the theatre itself. 

“We are all very thrilled that you have honoured 
Sam with a fitting title - Ambassador for London 
- and hope this will encourage the assistance we still 
need to fulfil all Sam's dreams for the project.” 

The theatre attracts thousands of visitors a week 
and the accompanying Globe Exhibition was Last year 
named best attraction in Europe. 

— Amanda Kelly 
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One in ten sexually active young people could be carrying a sexually trans- 
mitted infection, according to new research from Brook Advisory Cen- 


tres. 


'Absolute bravery’, said the Queen to Lisa Potts 


Costing the NHS an estimated £874m a year, STIs are most prevalent 
amongst the under-25s. Brook warns that although most people know about 
the dangers of HIV/Aids, few are aware of more common infections such 
as chlamydia, gonorrhea and genital warts. Most STIs can easily be diag- 
nosed and treated with antibiotics, but, left untreated, some infections can 
result in infertility, ectopic pregnancy and cervical cancer. 

“The message we're hearing from young people is that they don’t re- 
ceive enough relevant information about infections.” said Margaret Brook, 
the charity’s chief executive. Yesterday, Brook launched a teaching pack 
entitled Infection Protection for schools. 

Infection Protection': £24.95 fiom Brook Publications, 165 Gray's Inn Road* 
London WC1XSUD 

— Qenda Cooper 
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lisa Potts, the nursery nurse who 
saved children at a picnic. from a 
man wielding a machete by shield- 
ing tfiem with her ownfcody, inef 
the Queen yesterday - to be told: 
“Yours was absolute bravery.” 

The Queen praised the former 
nursery teacher's courage when she 
presented her with the George 
Medal second ooty to the George 
Cross as ihe highest award a civil- 
ian can win for bravery, in a cer- 
emony at Buckingham Palace. 

Ms Potts, 22, said after the cere- 
mony: “This award is totally gob- 
smacking, it leaves me speechless. 

“I thought I was going to cry 
at one point before I went on, be- 



cause of the music, the atmo- 
sphere, everything" 

The Queen had asked her how 
the children she saved had fared 
- some were left badly scarred by 


the attack by Horrell Campbell. 
33, who is being held in a secure 
mental 'hospital for on unlimited 
■perioHL MsTotts said some of the 
children still had scars as a result 
of the attack last year at St Luke's 
Infant School Wolverhampton. 

“[The Queen] asked me haw 
I was and how I was feeling She 
said, 'Yours was absolutely brav- 
ery’. “T said thank you very much, 
your Majesty, but it was purely in- 
stinctive'. She smiled and shook 
my hand.” Ms Potts added. 
a The medal is the J7th award 
she has received in recognition of 
her bravery in protecting the chil- 
dren from Campbell. 


HEALTH 


Diabetes costs NHS £4,000 a minute ^ 


Treating diabetes costs the National Health Service more than £4,000 a 
minute, according to figures released today. 

But the bill could be reduced with better education about the condi- 
tion and early diagnosis, the British Diabetic Association (BDA) sakLUreat- 
ment for the condition accounts for £2.1bn of the annual NHS budget and 
diabetes is the single biggest cause of blindness in people of working age 
in the UK. The news comes on World Diabetes Clay and coincides with' 
the launch of NHS guidelines on how to educate the public and sufferers, 
about the condition. More than 1.4 million people in Britain have dia- 
betes and the BDA estimates there may be another million undiagnosed.. 
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Roger Cook pulls plug on show 


Roger Cook, that doyen of fool- 
in-the-door reporters, has decid- 
ed to pull the plug on The Cook 
Report after 12 years on ITV 
The investigative journalist, 
whose confrontational style meant 
him getting attacked by many of 
his targets, has decided to pull out 
because ITVs half-hour shows are 
not long enough to fit in a full sto- 
ry and because he is fed up with 


being hashed around Cook was on 
a stakeout yesterday, but his agent 
said: “Roger has really taken a bat- 
tering over the last 10 years." 

Steve Clark, Carlton Television 
controller of programmes, said: 
“He has been doing this job for 25 
years now. In that lime there is not 
one part of his body that hasn't 
been injured." 

— Paul McCann 
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Australia (dollars) 

2.37 

Italy (lira) 

t 

2,801- 

Austria (schillings) 

20.04 

Japan (yen) 

210.95 

Belgium (francs) 

58,92 

Malta (lira) 

0.63 

Canada ($) 

233 

Netherlands (guilders) 

3.21 

Cyprus (pounds) 

0.83 

Norway (kroner) 

11.73; 

Denmark (kroner) 

10.91 

Portugal (escudos) 

28933 

France (francs) 

934 

Spain (pesetas) 

240.02- 

Germany (marks) 

2.86 

Sweden (kroner) 

1231 • 

Greece (drachmei) 

451.03 

Switzerland (francs) 

233: 

Hong Kong ($) 

1Z75 

TUrkey (lira) 

301,902 

Ireland (punts) 

1.09 

United States ($) 

1.66 
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MAGAZINE 

Food and drink 
special issue — 
exotic eating 

» Straw learns 
French to 
make entente 
more cordiale 




, Jack Straw is taking 
French lessons. So are 
other members of Tony 
»\ Blair's Cabinet. Cofin 
f Brown, Chief Political 
Correspondent, reports 
on the efforts around 
Whitehall to make the 
entente more cordial 
with the French. 


When Jack Straw meets the 
French interior minister for 
talks, he can confidently get 
past the opening exchanges of 
“qa va?” The Home Secretary 
is privately brushing up on his 
French. 

. A French teacher called 
Nicole arrives at the Home 
Office at crack of dawn to 
, 1 help Mr Straw improve his 
accent and master his French 
verbs before he turns to the 
crackdown on crime. 

"I have always been slight- 


SO a minute 







Straw’s confession: “My 
verbs are awful” 

fy embarrassed by my French. 
I have got caK French, so I can 
always get myself fed and wa- 
tered," the Home Secretary 
said. 

; “It’s survival French. I can 
fcount well in French, add and 
pib tract, but ray accent needs 
some improvement and 1 lit- 
erally face a verbal challenge - 
n?y verbs are awful." 

Mr Straw passed his O-Iev- 
ei in French and began, polish- 
ing his verbs with a language 
Course at the House of Com- 
mons, 

' That enabled him to con- 


duct conversation in French 
with Lionel Jospin, the French 
Prime Minister. 

Many of Mr Straw's Cabi- 
net colleagues are also brush- 
ing up on their French. One of 
the first orders that Jack Cun- 
ningham issued when he was 
appointed as the Minister for 
Agriculture was to get lessons 
in French. 

Many officials at the Min- 
istry of Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Food, have to be multi- 
lingual in order to conduct 
their hard bargaining with their 
European counter-parts. when 
it is important to have some- 
thing better than Fr anglais to 
understand the nuances. 

At one Council of Europe 
lunch, Jacques Chirac, the 
French President, told the 
Prime Minister in French: 
"You are five kilometres to the 
right of us.” Mr Blair is said to 
have replied: “Oui, e’est vrai 
Jacques, et fen suis fier (Yes, 
and I’m proud of iL)" 

Mr Cunningham has some 
French but he is taking a crash 
course to prepare himself for 
theaegodationsto come. 

Chris Smith, Secretary of 
State for Culture, Media and 
Sport, is another Cabinet min- 
ister brushing up his French. “I 
do speak French but it is a lit- 
tle rusty. I shall be endeav- 
ouring to remove some of the 
rust," be said. 

Why the sudden rush to 
French lessons? 

It is not that lony Blair and 
his press secretary, Alastair 
Campbell, showed that they 
were fluent in the la n guage at 
the “cool Britannia" summit 
with Mr Chirac a week ago at 
Canary Wharf. The scramble to 
learn the lingo is part of prepa- 
rations for the Labour govern- 
ment taking over the Presidency 
of the EU in January. 

“We are being communi- 
taire," said one Whitehall 
source. “And some of these 
French socialists don't speak 
very good English.” 

But it is unlikely that the 
whole Cabinet will be follow- 
ing the stampede to brush up 
their French. 

John Prescott, the Deputy 
Prime Minister, has led a 
Labour delegation in Europe 
and travelled the world as a 
steward, but is not expected to 
be joining the Cabinet classes 
in French 
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Ute Lemper: 
Chicago’s 
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Film, theatre, 
pop, Robson 
Greene 


TIME OFF 

Skiing in the 

US, 48 hours 
in Istanbul 


PLUS 

Paul Daniel: 
Howto save 
the ENO 


A boorish bigmouth who likes champagne and 
Guinness benders. Would you trust him with £80m? 


When Chris Evans 
appealed for listeners to 
send him money so he 
could buy Virgin Radio 
no one took him 
seriously. Now he has 
the £ 80 m needed from 
venture capitalists, 

Paul McCann , Media 
Correspondent, asks if 
he is a Tit and proper" 
person to be a media 
mogul. 


An opera singer dressed as the 
Sydney Opera House stood m 
Golden Square in Soho yes- 
terday and serenaded the Vir- 
gin Radio offices. No one was 
quite sure why he was there, but 
no one was particularly sur- 
prised either. "Its been like this 
since Evans arrived,” said a Vir- 
gin source. “Evans fans, stretch 
limos, celebrities everywhere, 
TV crews. A total buzz and to- 
tal madness." 

The madness became fla- 
grant yesterday with the an- 
nouncement that the station's 
star DJ bad found a venture 
capital company to bade his bid 
for Virgin Radio. 

Two weeks ago, live on air, 
Evans asked listeners to help 
him buy Virgin so as to guar- 
antee him a longer term jeto. 
Virgin, and most of the press 
assumed it was a stunt. 

Apax Partners, one of the 
original shareholders in Virgin 
Radio, obviously thought dif- 
ferently. Yesterday it confirmed 
that it had been in talks with 
Ginger Productions for some 
time and was willing to back his 
bid to merge the radio stadon 
with his company. Apax arc re- 
ported to be willing to pul up 
the £80m needed, in return for 
a share of Ginger, Evans' £30m 
company. 

When ordinary mortals try to 
borrow money, they tend to 
emphasise their sobriety. Pre- 
sumably working on the old 
aphorism that when yon owe a 
bank a dollar you’re in trouble 
but when you owe a bank $100m 
the bonk is in trouble, Evans in- 
stead detailed on air a drinking 
binge with his entourage. 

He also told listeners of his 
stretch-limousine envy, with 
US band Aerosmith. Directly 
after Wednesday’s show, and 
just at the time when Apax Part- 
ners were putting together bis 
bid for Capital, the DJ and his 
team met the American pomp- 
rockers in traffic Impressed 
with the size of his limo com- 




pared with theirs, Evans, like 
any media mogul would, leant 
out of the window of his car to 
taunt the band. 

Then later in the day - and 
not, says a spokesman, be- 
cause he was celebrating his 
Virgin bid, but “because he’s 


just like that"- Evans and Gin- 
ger Productions managing di- 
rector John Revell went out on 
a champagne and Guinness 
bender. 

All of this was described in 
some detail live on air - along 
with a weird story about his bid 


for Virgin that took lemons as 
its metaphor for the radio sta- 
tion. For Evans describing his 
life on air is less a part of an act, 
as all of his acL He is now the 
true post-modern performer, 
and his celebrity life has be- 
come the show. Fortunately be 


Centre of attention: Chris 
Evans likes to play the 
down, but his humour is 
not to everybody's taste 

Photograph: Ian Vogler 


has a pretty interesting life. 
The downside to this is that if 
his bid for Virgin were to suc- 
ceed, the radio industry watch- 
dog probably knows more 
about him than he would like. 

The Radio Authority has to 
approve the ownership of com- 


mercial radio licences and has 
a clause in its regulations that 
reads: “The Authority shall 
not grant a licence to any per- 
son unless they are satisfied that 
he is a fit and proper person to 
hold iL" 

Given Mr Evan’s taste for 
on-air sexual innuendo - be re- 
cently had a listener reveal 
her surgically enhanced breasts 
on air in an aural nudity ex- 
periment -and drinking binges, 

there trill no doubt be some 
moralists who would object to 
him getting a radio licence. Al- 
though he certainty wouldn't be 
the first boozy character to own 
a radio station. Sources dose 
to Apax would only say yes- 
terday that they wouldn't be in 
a consortium with Ginger if 
they didn’t think Evans was a 
serious operator. 

Before it gets to moral out- 
rage, Capita] Radio’s agreed 
£87m bid for Virgin probably 
has to fall foul of the Monop- 
olies and Mergers C ommissi on. 
Virgin has said it will consider 
Evans and Apax’s offer seri- 
ously, so it obviously no longer 
has an exclusivity deal with 
Capital preventing it from talk- 
ing to others. 

The rationale for the Cap- . 
itaWirgin deal is that it would 
fond both stations’ expansion 
into digital radio. But Branson 
is clearly tempted by Ginger 1 
Productions because it would 
give him what he's always want- 
ed -access to TV production. , 

Importantly, while all this i 
was taking place yesterday the ! 
TV half of Evan’s media empire 1 

was close to completing a deal | 
with Channel 4 for the broad- | 
caster to keep taking his tele- ! 
vision programme TFI Friday 
f or another four years. This deal 
is said to be worth £20ra. 

Chris Evans may or may not 
be seen by some as a “fit and 
proper” person to own a radio 
station, fort in terms of one key 
criterion - money - he's already 
there. 
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Voting in Commons 
may go electronic 


Electronic voting in the Com- 
mons could become a reality, 
the Leader of the Commons, 
Ann Taylor, told MPs last night. 
She said the Modernisation 
Committee was looking into the 
“feasibility and desirability" of 
electronic voting, but that it was 
likely MPS would not be able to 
use the system if they were out- 
side the chamber or the division 
lobbies. 

Mis Taylor, opening a debate 
on the modernisation of the 
House, said the Government 
bad managed to start reforming 
Commons procedures, but 
more work was needed. 

The Shadow Leader of the 
Commons, Gillian Shephard, 
said the Tories welcomed the 
general thrust of what the com- 
mittee was trying to achieve, but 
stressed that change had to be 
evolutionary. 

Mrs Taylor said: “Once we 
have spent some time as mem- 
bers here, it’s very obvious that 
there are debates that are not 
as fruitful and productive and 
enlightening as they might be." 

She added that the Govern- 
ment had already started bring- 
ing in draft Bills which could be 
discussed before formally pre- 
sented to the House. 


Mrs Taylor said some MPs 
were especially concerned 
about congestion in the voting 
lobbies. The Modernisation 
Committee would be taking 
evidence on the advantages of 
electronic voting, but she 
stressed there had been no de- 
cision on whether to introduce 
it for a trial period yet. 

“Any voting should actually 
take place either in this cham- 
ber or in the lobbies ... rather 
than have some form of remote 
voting introduced." 

As well as examining the 
“feasibility and desirability” of 
electronic voting, Mrs Tkylor 
said the committee was looking 
into the schedule of the parlia- 
mentary year, week and day. 

She said: “It is impossible to 
please everyone tart what we are 
trying to do is to devise a sys- 
tem that will allow all 659 mem- 
bers to undertake their jobs in 
their individual ways that they 
think is most appropriate to 
their constituents." 

Mrs Shephard said the Op- 
position had supported the 
work of the Modernisation 
Committee but stressed that 
the Conservatives supported 
change only if the sovereignty 
of Parliament was retained. 


Earlier in the Commons, 

during questions ab(M the busi- 
ness of the House, Labour’s 
Harry Barnes (Derbyshire NE) 

had called for electronic voting. 

He said as a “little bald- 
beaded, 60-year-old man, who 
wears glasses and has false 
teeth and whose trousers do not 
match his jacket", he -might 
seem an “unlikely moderniser”. 
But a “modern, technological- 
ly up-to-date electoral system” 
was needed. 

Mr Barnes, who has long 
campaigned for electoral re- 
fbnn, yesterday brought forward 
a Bill to amend the Represen- 
tation of the People Act to make 
it easier for the homeless to be 
included on electoral registers. 

Mrs Shephard urged Mis 
Taylor to look in the future at 
the work of select committees, 
applauding their successes, but 
warning: “I don’t think they 
should be asked to respond in- 
stantly to the political flavour of 
the moment” 

But Mrs Thylor told her that 
although they could eventual- 
ly be considered, select com- 
mittees were “not an immediate 
priority, not least because 1 
think that most people think 
they work quite well". 



John Major, Baroness Thatcher, Lord Callaghan of Cardiff and Tony Blair (left to right) were among the prime ministers P 35 * 
attended the memorial service of Lord Tonypamfy, the former Speaker, at Westmmster Abbey yesterday F*hotograp 
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Harman plans work-ethic 
route to welfare reform 


The Government’s ‘big 
issue* is social exclusion, 
the Social Security 
Secretary said yesterday. 
Glenda Cooper , Social 
Affairs Correspondent, 
looks at Harriet 
Harman’s plans to 
combat a divided nation. 


Harriet Harman yesterday 
ruled ont higher benefits as a 
way of tackling unemployment 
saying that the welfare state 
would be “reformed around 
the work ethic”. 

“We want to make the main- 
stream economy - with its op- 
portunities and its risks - the 
main path out of exclusion for 
all people of working age." she 


told an audience at the launch 
of the Centre for Analysis for 
Social Exclusion, an indepen- 
dent unit at the London School 
of Economics. 

The centre was opened as 
the Government sets up its 
own social exclusion unit in the 
Cabinet Office. Ms Hannan 
said that the two events were 
“enabling the academic world 
and the Government to come 
together to confront what is the 
big issue of this a dminis tration” 

“Work is the only route to 
sustained financial indepen- 
dence. but it is also much mare," 
she said. “Work is not just about 
earning a living. It is a way of 
life.... [We will] ensure that 
work pays wherever possible by 
implementing a national mini- 
mum wage and reforming the 
tax and benefit systems.” 


Hezza to lead pro-hunt MPs 


Michael Heseltine will lead the 
Commons assault on the Bill to 
ban fox hunting. The former 
deputy prime min&er and ded- 
icated bird watcher has told 
country sports supporters that 
be will be taking a leading role 
in speaking against the Bill on 
its second reading on 28 No- 
vember. John Gummer, the for- 
mer agriculture minister, is also 
ready to wade into the debate 
on the side of country sports. 


“Hezza has said he will lead 
the debate with Gummer tailing 
in behind. They are the 
grandees," said one pro-fox- 
hunting Tory MP. Mr Heseltine's 
intervention is certain to raise 
the pitch of the debate, which 
is already stirring up passions 
ahead of the second reading. 

Mr Heseltine has been keep- 
ing a low profile since his in- 
tervention to defend the euro 
from the Euro-sceptics in the 


Tbry party. He joined the pro- 
hunt rally in Hyde Park in July, 
attended by an estimated 
100,000 hunt supporters. 

Downing Street has refused 
to give the Bill time to reach the 
statute book if it is ambushed, 
as expected, in the Lords, and 
the Bill's sponsor. Labour MP 
Mike Foster, has not been told 
whether or not Tony Blair wfli 
be in the Commons to vote 

— Colin Brown 


IN MONDAY’S 

INDEPENDENT 



b 



mm 


TOMORROW’S 

PEOPLE TODAY 

You think they don’t want to study; you think 
they take ecstasy every weekend; you think 
Swampy is their hero. You’re wrong. Discover 
what the next generation really thinks in the 
largest ever survey of young people in Britain 


1 


¥ 


ItH 


de 








.-J 

,v 


.t ' - rr * 

i i * 




* iM 1 - 


JP . : r ‘ 

r -A /i 


r 


're 




Yi- 
* .*■ 


more 




pie*'' 


j** .. 

* , *- - 

'' s ‘ 






% 


S.V-- 


-JJ- 


Saying the Goveromentwant- 
ed to rebuild an “one- 
nation” society, she defined the 
socially excluded as those de- 
prived of work, education, 
material goods, transport, health- 
care and financial services- 
The ESRC centre will use 
newly available national survey 
data to follow people from year 
to year to investigate how their 
incomes change and look at is- 
sues such as the long-term ef- 
fects of changing family 
patterns. It will also track the 
fortunes of particular areas to 
explore why some people im- 
prove and why some are locked 
in deprivation. “It is crucial that 
we understand how the areas in 
which people live affect their 
lives and life chances," said 
Dr Anne Power who will co- 
ordinate the research. 


sour risks 
sports sp 


ar 






• ** r • . 


# 




Pigeon 


<?> 


w. " - -j 

Vj. ’ 


‘JV 

i.W'.J'r . . ej.-. 


(V '-f ' . -■ 


i 


v 


v - '■ jy 


tyjP (y 


I '$£> 


-.SiA 



















5/SMOKING ROW 


THE INDEPENDENT 
FRIDAY 
14 NOVEMBER 1-197 




• i a 



* 




Health department protests at Formula One pressure 


Senior Whitehall sources have 
protested to The Independent that 
Formula One lobbied through the 
Prime Minister’s office to block a 
ban on tobacco sponsorship of 
the sport. Anthony Bevins reports on 
another twist in the affair. 

The official version of evenls leading up 
io the Government's decision to rescue 
Formula One suggests that it was taken in 
a normal series of exchanges between Min- 
Kters. But high-level sources within the De- 


partment of Health have protested that, 
throughout. Formula One cast hs influence 
over the entire process - exerting its in- 
fluence through No JO and the Prime Min- 
ister's office. 

While Tony Blair himself would not 
have got involved in the detailed negoti- 
ations, members of his staff - who might 
wen have been aware of ibe Elm donation 
made to the Labour "Party by Furmula 
One’s Bemie Ecclestone - were putting 
pressure on the Department of Health to 
break Lhc manifesto pledge for a ban on 
tobacco advertising. 

That was bitterly resented from with- 


in the Department, by officials who had 
suffered years of tobacco lobby pressure 
from Margaret Thatcher. 

The official chronology of Labour ne- 
gotiations begins with a memorandum sent 
by Frank Dobson, Secretary of State for 
Health, to the Prime Minister on 29 
May. just four weeks after Labour had tak- 
en office. 

That memorandum sought Mr Blair's 
agreement to the negotiating position 
the Government was going to strike over 
a draft European directive on tobacco 
advertising. 

The directive had been opposed by the 


Conservative Government, but at a meet- 
ing with EU colleagues on 5 June, Tessa 
JoweU. Minister for Public Health, offered 
British support, qualified by any impact the 
directive might have on sports sponsorship. 

By June, however, senior sources in the 
Department of Health had become acute- 
ly conscious that the Prime Minister's of- 
fice might have been "nobbled”. 

None of the senior people in the De- 
partment of Health knew at that stage that 
Mr Ecclestone had made his donation to 
the Labour Party, in January, or that he 
was offering further cash to the party in 
talks over the summer. 


By the time that Mr Dobson sent Mr 
Rinir another memorandum on 17 July, set- 
ting out the negotiating options for the Eu- 
ropean directive, including the posstbiUty 
of an exemption for Formula One, as well 
as a complete ban on tobacco sponsorship 
for all sport, it was felt that the die had 
been cast — and the U-turn had already be- 
come embedded in the policy line being 
pressed by No 10. 

According to the Prime Ministers 
office the first meeting between Ministers 
and Max Mosley, head of the FIA, the 
sport's governing body, took place on 23 
September, and there was a follow-up 


meeting between Mr Ecclestone and Mr 
Blair on 16 October. 

The Prime Minister’s office said yes- 
terday that while Mr Blair would have been 
aware that Labour fund-raisers had been 
engaged in discussions with Mr Ecdestone, 
talking about the possibility of a further 
donation, there would have been no men- 
tion of it in those talks. Given the high- 
level lobbying exercise that had been 
applied to No 10 since the election, no 
one needed to have mentioned anything 
so crude as money or donations — that 
would have been taken as read. 

Letters, page 18 


FI fans more likely 
to start the habit 


The Cancer Research 
Campaign says many 
young boys who watch 
motor racing instantly 
recognise the names of 
cigarette brands such as 
Marlboro and Camel. Ian 
Burrell says this brings 
further pressure on the 
Government to reverse 
its exemption of Formula 
One from a ban on 
tobacco sponsorship. 

Publishing CRC’s research to- 
day, the Lancet , the influential 
medical journal, will run an ac- 
companying editorial which de- 
nounces the handling of the 
sponsorship issue by health 
ministers. 

“In the days of a Conserva- 
tive government both (Frank 
Dobson and Tessa JoweU] might 
have demanded resignations in 
circumstances such as this," 
says the journal. 

“A research team from Man- 
chester University found that 
over 27 per cent of boys aged 
12 and 13 who watched motor 
racing could recognise the 
name Marlboro, compared to 
less than 17 per cent of those 
who did not like the sport. 

Similarly, 10 per cent of 


those who followed motor rac- 
ing were familiar with Lhc name 
Camel, double the figure for 
those without an interest in 
Formula One. 

The researchers also found 
that the boys who liked motor 
racing were more Lhan twice as 
likely as the other boys to be- 
come regular smokers. 

Professor Gordon McVie, 
director general of the Cancer 
Research Campaign, said: 
"These children arc being sub- 
jected to subliminal imagery, the 
continual flashing of an image 
in their faces. It is not just the 
ear itself that they are watching 
but the branding on the side of 
the vehicle and at various points 
around the track.” Researchers 
at the univereitys Education and 
Child Studies Research Group 
were commissioned by the CRC 
to interview more than 1,000 
boys aged 12 and 13 in the north 
and south of England. 

They were asked which 
sports they liked to watch tele- 
vision and whether they 
smoked. The same questions 
were then posed again a year 
fater. The researchers found 
that of those non-smoking boys 
who named motor racing as 
their favourite sport, 12.8 per 
cent had taken up cigarettes by 
the following year, compared to 
seven per cent of boys who did 
not like motor racing. 



Outspoken: Ron Walker with Formula One champion Michael Schumacher. Mr Walker hit the headlines when he described Schumacher as ‘an 
overpaid, good-looking prima donna* Photograph: Simon O'Dwyer 


Fixer on 
the inside 
track 

Ron Walker is in many ways the 
ideal man to tread softly 
through the delicate world of 
international political fund- 
raising where discretion is the 
key, and donors often do not 
want their generosity publi- 
cised. 

The millionaire entrepre- 
neur from Melbourne, who 
has made his fortune out of 
property development, is the 
federal treasurer of the Aus- 
tralia's Liberal Party. He has, 
say his colleagues, the ability to 
move smoothly between the 
world of politics and big busi- 
ness. 

He and Andrew Robb, the 
Federal Director of the Liber- 
als, came over to Britain during 
the run-up to the last election 
to try and help John Major’s 
campaign. Mr Walker's com- 
pany. Hudson Conway, has an 
office in West London. Yes- 
terday his whereabouts were 
surrounded in mystery. A re- 
ceptionist claimed he was “away 
for the afternoon”. But later a 
colleague said he was in feet in 
Australia. He refused to com- 
ment on the allegations that Mr 
Wfclker had rated millions for 
the Tories, and had been offered 
a knighthood in return. 
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Labour risks wrecking agreement 
on sports sponsorship ban 


> AA 








The European 
Commission is making a 
fresh attempt to get 
Britain to climb down 
over its refusal to back a 
ban on sports 
sponsorship by tobacco 
firms unless Formula 
One is excluded. Colin 
Brown Chief Political 
Correspondent, says 
Labour MPS are furious 
with the Government’s 
stand. 


The Government will be 
■ warned in a letter by the Euro- 
pean Commissioner, Padraig 
Flynn , this weekend that its de- 
mantis to exclude ftumula One 
motor racing could wreck at- 
. tempts to reach agreement on 

'a European' directive to ban 

sports sponsorship by tobacco 
companies. 

Mr Flynn w31 table compro- 
m?sfi proposals at a meeting of 
officials on Monday in an at- 
tempt to reach a breakthrough. 


He is writing to Tessa Jewel, the 
public health minister, raging her 
to reverse Britain's position be- 
fore a council of health ministers 
in Brussels on 4 December. 

Labour MPs were furious 
when Ms JoweU told a back- 
bench meeting at the Com- 
mons that a deal may not be 
reached on 4 December, and 
could be put off until April next 
year, when Britain would hold 
the presidency. MPs said she 
told them: “It could be 4 De- 
cember, it could be April, it 
could be never.” 

Roy Hartersley, who has ac- 
cepted a Labour peerage, last 
night said the “fiasco" over 
Labour taking £lm from Bemie 
Ecclestone, the Formula One 
chief, was symptomatic of Tbny 
Blair's attempts to find new 
friends in forging a consensus 
for the Labour government- 

Calling for a clearer vision 
from Mr Blair in support of tra- 
ditional Labour values, Mr Hat- 
tersley said in a Hansard Society 

lecture: “The Government 
would have avoided even the 
transient embarrassment had it 

been guided by a dear and con- 


sistent view of who its friends 
are and whose interests it most 
wanted to serve.” 

Mr Flynn’s office said he was 
“dismayed” at receiving a letter 
last week from Ms JoweU an- 
nouncing the British decision to 
demand the exclusion ctf Fbrmula 
One from the European ban. “It 
came as a bombshell,” a spokes- 
woman for Mr Flynn said. 

Mr Flynn will press the Gov- 
ernment to offer a compromise 
which could delay the intro- 
duction of a ban on sports 
sponsorship by tobacco com- 
panies. A delay of three years 
had been offered for most 
sports, but he is prepared to ex- 
tend it Officials will be meet- 
ing in Brussels on Monday to 
discuss a compromise formula 
before the ministers’ meeting. 

Britain is still formally stick- 
ing to its demand for a total ex- 
clusion of motor racing, but 
privately Whitehall sources said 
Ms JowelJ was under orders to 
accept a 10-year delay as a fall- 
back position. That may be too 
long to satisfy Britain's Euro- 
pean Union partners, said Mr 
Flynn’s office. 


Ash, the anti -smoking cam- 
paign group, is also appalled by 
Britain’s position. Ash said the 
voluntary code had been shown 
as inadequate by breaches by 
motor racing teams at this year’s 
British Grand Prix at SQverstone 
in July. 

The code is supposed strict- 
ly to limit tobacco advertisng at 
Grand Prix events. Ash com- 
plained to Comatas, the com- 
mittee for monitoring 
agreements on tobacco adver- 
tising and sponsorship, that in 
one case the Marlboro red and 
white chevron was clearly visi- 
ble on the Ferrari car. In an- 
other, the word “racing” was in 
exactly the same style of let- 
tering as used to denote the 
Rothmans cigarette brand. 

Comatas said the teams had 
been using these symbols for a 
number of years, bnt had 
agreed to change them for next 
season. Howevear.it rejected two 
further complaints by Ash. In 
one it had said the Jordans car 
was advertising Benson & 
Hedges, and in the other it 
daimed the Williams car was ad- 
vertising Rothmans. 




Clay pigeon shooting dreams in ruins 


■After 70 years in existence, the 

•British Clay Pigeon Shooting 
Association last year clinched its 
first sponsorship deal — with 
Imperial Tobacco. Ian Burrell hears 
that next July’s Embassy World 
■Clay Pigeon Shooting 
Championship is a sitting duck for 
new legislation on tobacco 
sponsorship. 


Britain miuht have eight world champions 

•ait day pigeon shooting but to the nation . 

- broadcasters the sport like rcaHtfc PjjW 
:is seen ns something rather m^syandun 
-attractive that they would rather not it uch. 

• So desperate for pubhaty were foe 

sport’s bosses that earlier thisyear they nc 
-tuaUy paid apriyate television compan} 
S/ make afflm which was given to ^ for 
transmissions one of its minor channels. 


The film would not have been possi- 
ble at all if it had not been for a deal last 
year with Imperial Tobacco - which has 
pledged more than £100,000 over the next 
five years to keep the sport alive. 

The arrangement means that Embassy 
cigarettes now give then - name to the British 
and Worid championships, which are due 
to take place next summer in west London. 
Bui now the event and the very future of 
competitive clay pigeon shooting itself is 
under threat from government plans to 
sweep tobacco sponsorship out of British 

sport . . 

day pigeon shooting began in the 
18S0s and has grown to half a million par- 
ticipants in Britain alone. Among the 
most famous is Jackie Stewart, the former 
worid motor racing champion. 

Emilio Orduna, director of the BCPSA, 
said the sport was run “totally and utter- 
ly” on a shoestring. He said that govern- 
ient reassurances thai sportswouldi be able 
to find Other sponsors outside the tobac- 


co industry were not welcome. “I am 
afraid the CPSA has been running for 70 
years and we have always been looking for 
a sponsor. It is not as simple as it sounds,” 
he said. 

When last year the CPSA finally 
clinched its dream deal, it thought It had 
guaranteed the future of its headquarters 
in Corby, Northamptonshire, and its nine- 
strong staff. Mr Orduna said that the IT 
money had enabled the association to plan 
a world championships worthy of the 
name. 

Paul Sadler, for Imperial Ibbacco, said 
the company had withdrawn from Formu- 
la One - where John Player Special was a 
fam ous sponsorship name - in the early 
1980s, and bad switched to ‘‘grass-roots’* 
British-based sports, such as angling, darts 
and clay pigeon shooting. 

“They tend to attract the sort of peo- 
ple who might snoke ouf products,” he said. 
“We are looking to get our brand name 
known among existing adult smokers.” 
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7/MILLENNIUM 


the independent 

FRIDAY JT 

14 NOVEMBER I" 7 \y 


The third lottery 
giveaway - £220m 
to build the future 


The Millennium Commission 
yesterday announced its third and 
final phase before winding down 
next spring. Nonie Niesewand. 
Architecture Correspondent, 
reports that it is giving away 
£220m of Lottery money to 7| 
projects nation-wide that will 
open in 2000. 


The Commission has already committed 
funds for 183 projects, at present in design 
stages or under construction - or as offi- 
cials call it “sod cutting and dredging". 

So the struggling act had to spread mon- 
ey evenly across the board- Not too many 
earth centres, youth centres, bridges or bell 
towers. Some drinking fountains and village 
halls. No lighthouses, amusement arcades 
or theme parks. 

It also has to balance the different re- 
gions with a good spread so that million- 
pound sigps representing lottery handouts 
pinned on a map of Britain wouldn’t all fall 
like raindrops on the weather chart over, 
say the North-east. 

The steel mill at Rotherham ge is £18. 6m 
for a leisure centre focusing on British 
Industry; Hull gets an aquarium and an 
ocean centre. Northern Ireland has done 
well this time round with four schemes: a 
community centre in Londonderry and Ul- 
ster. a town quay in Fermanagh and a linen 
experience at Moygasbel. which is “right 
and proper since the projects will help in 
bringing together the community,” Chris 
Smith, Secretary of State for Culture, 
Media and Sport, said. 

Wales comes in second. East Midlands 
finished worst off because officials there did 
not submit much. But then the Midlands 
Rolls-Royce Trent Engine, with ti tanium fan 
light enough to get 36 more passengers 
aboard every jet, is heading the Millenni- 
um Products Collection as well as the 
export tables. North Berwick has a Scot- 
tish seabird centre and there are two sci- 
ence projects in Glasgow and Dundee. 

Bridging was the unspoken agenda, as 
in bridging loans as well as linking differ- 
ent regions. Representing that optimistic 
scene were two foot bridges symbolising all 


that is innovative about British ingenuity 
and engineering. Chris Wilkinson's bridge 
across the Tyne can be raised like the vi- 
sot on a motorbike helmet, while Sir Nor- 
man Foster is working with Anthony Caro 
and Ove Arup on the Millennium Bridge 
linking St Paul’s Cathedral to the newThte 
Gallery at Bankside. 

The rest fall neatly into five categories: 
Science and technology, the re-generation 
of cities, support for local communities, 
environmental sustainability and education, 
not to be confused with schools since a pop- 
ular misunderstanding is that the Millen- 
nium Commission can fill in for taxes to 
bolster schools and hospitals and anything 
else that needs government funding. 

It cannot. Lonery money has to be spent 
on projects that improve the quality of life 
for citizens in 2000. Mr Smith, who is also 
the Commission chairman, points out that 
“these projects represent the aspirations of 
the public. They represent a very positive 
statement about Britain.” 

Science and technology (a favourite) 
have the National Science Centre on site 
in Glasgow in association with one in 
Dundee. The bridges and three public 
squares in Coventry, Leeds and York will 
help to revitalise the city centres. 

Support for local communities is cen- 
tred around 36 grants to local village and 
community halls. Environmental sustain- 
ability is the buzz word with the house of 
the future illustrating renewable energy de- 
signed by Richard Rogers partnerships and 
DCA at Wandsworth in south London. 

Education has Everyman's library send- 
ing a million books to 4,500 schools in the 
country with CD-roms and the Welsh 
Centre in Cardiff as well as cultural events 
in Londonderry. 

Two and a half years ago the Millenni- 
um Commission was established as an in- 
dependent body under the National Lottery 
Act 1993, one of five causes that shared 2Sp 
of every pound spent on the National Lot- 
tery. Tbday it represents the largest non- 
government funding investment in the 
United Kingdom social infrastructure. 

Imaginative and constructive projects 
have to benefit people throughout the UK 
they also have to meet a deadline, the year 
2000. That is why this is the final phase 
though there is some money in the pot 



Money grows on trees: Part of the forest land near Ashby -de-Ia-Zouch that is to be helped with lottery funding 


Photograph: Philip Meech 


Nation’s green heart to heal the scars of industrial past 


A huge forest in the 
Midlands is to get a heart, 
with a £l3m Discovery 
Centre, country park and 
other att r actions helped 
by lottery money. 
Environment 
Correspondent Nkhokis 
Schoon examines one of 
the largest derelict land 
reclamation projects in 
Britain. 



Unnoticed and largely unknown, 
a vast forest the size of a coun- 
ty is starting to take shape in 
countryside scarred by mining 
and quarrying north of Birm- 
ingham. At the moment it con- 
sists of hundreds of thousands of 
saplings. 


Yesterday this ambitious but 
unrecognised project got its best 
chance to date to acquire an 
identity, with the announcement 
that £6.2m of lottery money 
from the Millennium Commis- 
sion would be injected into its 
heart. * 


It was one of 71 schemes re- 
ceiving £221m in the final round 
of grants from the commission, 
all of them due to be complet- 
ed and open to the public by the 
end of 2000. Northern Ireland re- 
ceived more money per person 
than other region of the UK. 


The money will go towards a 
forest park eventually covering 
500 acres of derelict land, land- 
scaped into the shape of a gi- 
gantic handprint, and a new 
National Forest Discovery Cen- 
tre. There visitors will see vir- 
tually reality delays -computer 
generated, three-dimensional il- 
lusions showipg what the mature 
forest will look like in 20 years 
time. They will learn about the 
ecology and history of woodlands 
in Britain and the world, and how 
their timber and other products 
can be sustainably exploited. 

Plans for the forest were first 
announced by Conservative 
Government more than eight 
years ago. Its designated area, 
covering nearly 200 square miles, 
sprawls across parts of Stafford- 
shire, Derbyshire and Leices- 
tershire. 


The landscape has been 
ripped open by day and gravel 
extraction and opencast coal 
mining . The local economy has 
also been hit hard by the closure 
of all of its deep mines, and this 
has contributed to the wide- 
spread dereliction of the land- 
scape. The new country park and 
discovery centre will be sited on 
the remains of Rawdon Colliery, 
the last of Leicestershire's mines 
to close. 

The project is backed by 
English Partnerships, the 
Government's land regenera- 
tion arm, the Forestry 
Commission, the Rural Devel- 
opment Commission and local 
councils. With yesterday’s an- 
nouncement, all but £lm of the 
total £13m needed has now 
been identified, with the rest to 
be raised by appeal. 


The Dome will be fantastic - but 
don’t ask me how, says Heseltine 


The Millennium Dome 
will cause people to 
marvel, former deputy 
Prime Minister Michael 
Heseltine told a 
Commons select 
committee yesterday. 
But David Lister also heard 
him tell MPs that he did 
not know how to sell the 
vision to the public. 


The select committee inquiring 
into the Millennium Dome was 
told by the former deputy prime 
minister Michael Heseltine that 
no one could yet say what the 
finished exhibition there would 
took like. But he promised: “I 
ran tell you that 10 years from 
now people will marvel at what 
has happened.” 

• He said of the £758m project 
in Greenwich: “It's a fantastic 
site and it’s going to be quite 
wonderful but don't ask me 
how.” 

This failed to satisfy Labour 
MP Oafre Whrd wbo fired a se- 

jies of questions at Mr HeseF 
tine, who oversaw the early 
stages of the project and re- 
mains uivobied as a Millennium 

Commissioner. She said: “You 
say ‘it’s going to be wonderful 
but don't ask me how’. That 5 
why there’s so much scepti- 
cism among the public- 
-“They see a Dome but they 
don’t know what’s going to be 

init Don’t you think you should 

have sold the vision to the pub- 
lic?" . 



Vision thing: The Dome site seen from 900ft yesterday 


Photograph: Brian Harris 


Mr Heseltine replied: “I just 
don’t know how to do that. I 
don’t see how you take a 
bombed out empty site and sell 
the finished package before 
you’ve actually got the package 
You have a bombed out sate. 

How do you sell that viskm? You 

simply say I believe in the fes- 
tival” 

Ms Ward responded: “I still 
think there should have been a 
little more substance to the 
idea because there was so much 

capital expenditure involved. 
We still don’t have any share in 
the virion.” 

Mr Heseltine told the .Cul- 
ture, Media and Sport Com- 



mittee that the Dome would 
bring in millions of pounds 
from tourists. Asked why it 
wasn't going to be a permanent 
structure, he said: “If you’d 
gone for a traditional-looking 
structure you’d have been vili- 
fied by the modernists. If you’d 
gone for a modernist structure 
you’d have been vilified by the 
classicists.” 

Mr Heseltine went on to 
launch an attack on Labour's 
pre-election handling of the 
project He accused the then op- 
position of approaching the 
scheme in a spirit of “unprin- 
cipled” and “macho” politics, 
which he said caused unneces- 
sary delay. 

Before the election. Labour 
demanded assurances about 
the project before committing 
itself - on the grounds that 
it would inherit it in govern- 
ment 

Mr Heseltine said there was 
now no room for further serious 
delay: “There is a critical path 
and we’re on it The then op- 
position’s behaviour before the 
election I regarded as regret- 
table.” 

Mr Heseltine is now the 
Tbries’ representative on the 


Millennium Commission which 
is overseeing the Dome project, 
as well as on the special co-or- 
dinating group. 

“As such, I have access to the 
information. Before the elec- 
tion, my role was played by 
Michael Montague, now Lord 
Montague. He knew everything 
about the project. He had all the 
information. 

“He certainly gave the Com- 
mission the impression that he 
had consulted the equivalent 
and responsible people in the 
Labour Party. 

“What actually happened is 
that it turned out that he was a 
busted flash. The moment the 
heat came on, he was swept 
aside effectively by Tony Blair 
and his colleagues, who in my 
view sought to make political 
macho politics of their deter- 
mination to fix budgets. 

“We were always going to fix 
budgets. Michael Montague 
knew what we were going to do. 
He had agreed to it and told us 
Labour had agreed to the pro- 
cedures. So. I did regard the 
jockeying before the election 
and the delay before the elec- 
tion as unnecessa r y and un- 
principled.” 
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New from IBM, ViaVoice is the first-ever continuous speech recognition software for under £100. 
ViaVoice takes dictation at up to 340wp m . So now when you talk to your PC you can speak naturally! 
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and it can handle standard phrases and paragraphs. \ou can even speak direct 
into Microsoft Word VlaVfoice can be found at the computer dealers shown or try your 
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local computer shop. Once you’ve tried ViMce you won’t stop talking about it. 
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War on drugs has 
failed to stop rising 
tide of addiction 



Britain's efforts to tackle 
drug abuse are simply 
not working. Despite 
millions being spent on 
campaigns, a drug 
“epidemic” is developing 
and a radical approach is 
needed. Glenda Cooper, 
Social Affairs 
Correspondent, talks to 
the experts. 


One in three children will grow 
up addicted to drugs, alcohol 
and tobacco, the leading re- 
search charity Action on Ad- 
diction warned yesterday. Bui 
despite a massive investment in 
drug education - £50m alone in 
die last three years - it is fail- 
ing to change young people's al- 
titudes and behaviour. 

Rather than investing in 
“panda cats ... and pop propa- 
ganda" we should be putting 
money into studies to find out 
what will be effective in com- 
bating drug abuse, said Profes- 
sor John Strang, of Action on 


Addiction and former head of the 
Government task force oh drugs. 

Launching a £lm appeal for 
the charity, he warned there was 
an “epidemic sdU in develop- 
ment "with the number of hero- 
in addicts doubling in the last 
three years. Despite policies to 
restrict supply, the price of hero- 
in in real terms has halved be- 
tween. 1986 and 19%, suggesting 
significantly increased avail- 
ability. At the same time, puri- 
ty of the heroin has increased. 

And in some areas of Britain 
drugs have become a way of life. 
A study of children in a deprived 
area of Glasgow found that 
nearly a third of 12-14-year-olds 
had experimented with at least 
three illicit drugs. Many of 
those questioned viewed their 
drugs activity as recreational 
and “it was common for [them] 
to be puzzled by the suggestion 
that their drug use was prob- 
lematic or dangerous". 

Professor Strang said yes- 
terday: “It is disappointing that 
the new post of Drug? liar 
conies from the US. It is ex- 
tremely an strange role model 


to choose when you look at the 

extent of the drugs problem, 
which dwarfs our own.” 

He said that the best way to 

deal with heroin was to apply 
market forces and treat it as an- 
other business. By cutting off 
supplies effectively, prices 
would go up. arid many occa- 
sional or novice users would be 
dissuaded from trying the drug, 

“It works the same way as al- 
cohol or tobacco. If you increase 
the price by 10 per cent in real 
terms [ the number of users will 
fall] 5 to 10 per cent over all.” 
But be added that this would 
only work if it was coupled with 
help and rehabilitation. 

“Ids too simplistic and con- 
venient to isolate drugs as aso- 
cial issue and blight. The 
Glasgow study shows the exlecl 
of drug use amongst young 
people and many see- this as a 
positive, recreational part of 
their lives. We need credible ed- 
ucation initiatives which can 
compete against all the other 
sources of information, such as 
friends, newspapers, magazines , 
television, music and films. " 
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Royal (arewefl: The Royal Yacht Britannia passing Greenwich yesterday on her way up the Thames for the last time before 
The vessel will be docked at the Pool of London until 21 November before leaving for her last royal duties in Portsmouth Pnotograprc 
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Czech gypsies 
refused aid 


Mountain railway 
rides into a storm 


The flow of Czech gypsy asylum 
seekers into Britain switched 
from Dover to the centre of 
London yesterday as Westmin- 
ster City Council leaders called 
on (he Government to intervene. 

A total of 60 Czech gypsies 
arrived at an advice and assess- 
ment centre in Westminster 
seeking asylum. Nikki Page, 
lory chairman of the Westmin- 
ster City Council's bousing com- 
mittee, said: “The Government 
has got to act Local government 
cannot cope with these people.” 

The asylum seekers told of- 
ficials that they had taken a 
coach to London to avoid a 
British National Party protest 
march in Dover tomorrow, but 
they were put back on a coach 
to return to Dover last nighL 

Ms Page estimated that in 
Westminster alone, the asylum 
seekers were costing £169,000 
a week -equivalent to an extra 
£1.70p per week on the rates. 

Ferry operators were yes- 
terday taking legal advice after 
the Government threatened 
criminal charges over their 
refusal to pay for the return of 
Czech and Slovak gypty asylum 
seekers at Dover. The immi- 
gration minister, Mike O’Brien, 
accused directors of the two 
biggest companies, P&O and 
Stena, of “flouting” the law 
following a heated, meeting at 
the Home Office. 

— CoRn Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 


The Government's stock among 
conservationists plunged yes- 
terday with the approval of 
most of the public money need- 
ed to build a funicular railway 
on Cairn Gonn, one of Britain's 
highest mountains. Only a 
courtroom challenge now ap- 
pears to stand in the way of the 
town’s £1 7m project. 

Scottish Office ministers 
were divided over the railway, 
intended to boost the Aviemore 
ski area and create a year- 
round attraction. The semi- 
aictic Cairngorms are valued by 
mountaineers for their wild 
quality and by conservationists 
as a breeding ground for rare 
birds such as the Dotterel and 
Ptarmigan. But Donald De- 
war. Secretary of State for Scot- 
land, has supported the view of 
local councillors and the quan- 
go Highlands Enterprise that 
the railway is crucial to eco- 
nomic rejuvenation. 

The Cairn Gorm Chairlift 
Company say the funicular will 


provide 50 new jobs. The next 
hurdle will be on Tuesday at the 
Edinburgh Court of Sessions 
when the RSPB and Worldwide 
Fund for Nature will argue the 
railway would breach Euro- 
pean environmental law. 

Yesterday, backers of the 
scheme were believed to be 
lodging a £ 2 m application for 
European Regional Develop- 
ment funding. This, together 
with the court case, could be a 
deciding factor in the success of 
the project. The start of work on 
the railway will bring to an end 
a long-running political row, 
inherited by the Government 
from the Tories, which has seen 
ministers at odds on the value 
of tire scheme. Bffl Wrigbt, of the 
Cairn Gorm campaign, said the 
Government's decision was ex- 
traordinary when there were so 
many doubts about the financial 
viability of this scheme and its 
potential effect on a fragile 
mountain habitat. 

— Stephen Goodwin 











IRA denial 


The IRA yesterday issued a 
fresh denial that the organisa- 
tion is split over the maintenance 
of its ceasefire and the contin- 
uation of the peace process 
which has taken SinD Fein into 
multi-party talks at StormouL 
The group insisted that it re- 
mained “intact, united and 
committed", describing reports 
of major disagreements and 
wholesale resignations as fan- 
ciful and greatly exaggerated. 

Republican sources admit 
that a small number of resig- 
nations have taken place from 
both the IRA and Sinn Fein, hut 
vehemently deny claims that 20 
senior IRA figures have 
resigned and that 35 members 
of the organisation’s key South 
Armagh unit have walked ouL 
— David MeKitukk 
Ireland Correspondent 
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Breast cancer treatment is 
variable and substandard 


Warning 


A woman's risk of 
undergoing a 
mastectomy for breast 
cancer ranges from zero 
to 80 per cent depending 
on the surgeon to whom 
she is referred. Jeremy 
Laumnce, Health Editor, 
says the finding adds to 
fears about low 
standards of treatment 
in the UK. 


A world-wide review of breast 
cancer treatment has estab- 
lished that for women with 
early-stage tumours removing 
the lump is as safe as removing 
the whole breast, provided it is 
accompanied by radiotherapy 
and drug treatment. 

The NHS breast screening 
programme was set up in 1988 
to detect cancers at a stage when 
the small size of the tumours al- 
lowed for less radical surgery. 

Yet the treatment women ac- 
tually receive varies widely, de- 
pending on the individual 
preference of the surgeon re- 


sponsible for them, according to 
a study published tomorrow. 

The review of 600 post- 
menopausal women with breast 
cancer who were treated by 35 
surgeons has shown that the 
mastectomy rate varied from nil 
to 80 per cent. The variation was 
not linked to size of tumour or 
severity of disease. 

The unnamed surgeon with 
the 80 per cent mastectomy rate 
had performed the operation on 
eight out of the ten breast can- 
cer patients he had treated 
during the period of the study 
in 1991-92. 

Five surgeons had treated 
only one patient and another 
five surgeons had managed five 
or fewer patients. 

Those surgeons with higher 
caseloads of more than 20 pa- 
tients had a lower mastectomy 
rate - at 15 per cent, suggest- 
ing a more modem approach to 
treatment - than those with 
smaller caseloads. 

International comparisons 
show that 45 per cent of British 
women diagnosed with breast 
cancer die within five years 
compared with 21 per cent in 
the United States, 35 per cent 


in France and 40 per cent in 
Germany. The Cancer Re- 
search Campaign has blamed 
the discrepancy on poor stan- 
dards of treatment in the UK. 

The current study, published 
in the British Medical Journal, 
was conducted in the former 
south-east Thames region of the 
NHS, covering Kent, east Sus- 
sex and south-east London. 
Figures for 1995-96 show that 
that region had the highest 
number of screen detected can- 
cers operated on by surgeons 
with a caseload of less than 10 
breast cancer patients a year. 

One in five patients in the 
study did nol receive radio- 
therapy, including 51 of 317 
patients with unfavourable tu- 
mours. Radiotherapy has been 
shown to reduce local recur- 
rence of the cancer in the breast, 
regardless of whether the tu- 
mour is classified as favourable 
or unfavourable, although it 
docs not affect overall survival. 

The authors of the study, 
from the Breast Screening 
Quality Assurance Centre at 
King’s College Hospital. Lon- 
don, say. “Women should not be 
put at increased risk of local re- 


currence by not having radio- 
therapy because the quality ... 
of life must suffer." 

In addition, although most 
surgeons gave the hormonal 
drug tamoxifen, 26 of the 600 
patients did not receive it, de- 
spite the fact that is has been 
shown to have a “dear survival 
benefit" for post-menopausal 
women, and the benefits out- 
weigh the risk of side effects. 

Chemotherapy, which may 
delay local recurrence ctf the dis- 
ease in some patients, was giv- 
en to less than 3 percent of the 
women, but the authors say the 
evidence may have been too 
new to influence treatment de- 
cisions at the time of the study 
in 1991-92. 

They warn that more con- 
sistency in treatment is required 
that does nol depend on indi- 
vidual “surgical preference" and 
that the current guidelines fcsneH 
to surgeons are deficient. 

The NHS Breast Screening 
programme has a target of cut- 
ting deaths by a quarter by the 
year 2000. The authors say: 
“Sub-optimal treatment ... 
conld compromise [the tar- 
get’s} success." 


Cell discovery leads to drugs rethink 


Scientists are claiming that a 
discovery about the way cancer 
cells grow could lead to kinder 
treatments that are also more 
effective. Jeremy Laurence reports on 
a surprise finding. 


Stopping cancers growing may be simpler 
than has been thought. Researchers have 
found that the si gnallin g mechanism which 
determines whether a cancer cell lives or 
dies is located on its surface, nol inside it 
protected by an impermeable membrane, 
and should therefore be an easier target for 
new drugs. 

Scientists from the Imperial Cancer Re- 


search Rind say the discovery, published 
in the US journal Science , opens the way 
for a new generation of cancer drugs that 
would be less toxic than those currently 
used. Instead of poisoning the cancer 
cells, the new drugs would manipulate the 
appropriate on/off switches on their sur- 
face. This should mean an easier and safer 
way of treating patients with cancer. 

Professor Gerard Evan, head of the re- 
search team, said: “The results have been 
totally unexpected There was no reason to 
believe that the “abort" programme that 
destroys tumour cells should operate via 
the cell surface." 

The growth of cells is known to be con- 
trolled by a process known as apoptosis, or 
cell suicide, which prevents any rogue cells 
taking over the body. In cancer, the suicide 


programme becomes blocked, leading to 
uncontrolled growth of the cells, resulting 
in a tumour. 

Professor Evan said: “We have now 
found that the suicide programme is rout- 
ed out of the cell and then back in through 
its surface. This new discovery of how cell 
death is triggered is very important for un- 
derstanding how cancer cells arise. It also 
suggests novel ways of selectively attack- 
ing cancer cells without damaging normal 
ones" 

Commenting on the findings Andrew 
Wylie, professor of experimental patholo- 
gy at the University of Edinburgh, said: 
“This new discovery will mean that drug 
companies can start to research a new gen- 
eration of cancer drugs that may well in- 
crease survival rates." • 
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Womb to water: Doctors have now warned mothers that staying in the water too 
long after the birth without damping the umbilical cord could damage the baby 


over 


birthing 

pools 


Birthing pools, in which women 
deliver underwater, may ease 
the passage from womb to 
world but they carry a former- 
ly unrecognised danger to the 
baby. Doctors at Lbe Chelsea 
and Westminster hospital, Lon- 
don, report a case in which a 
baity girl narrowly escaped 
permanent brain dama ge after 
being born in a pool hired by 
her mother at home. 

The girl was boro normal- 
ly and the mother stayed in the 

pool cradling her while wait- 
ing for the afterbirth. When 
this had not arrived after 30 
minutes, the mother got out 
and the midwife clamped the 
umbilical cord carrying the 
blood vessels linking the moth- 
er with the baby. 

The next day the baby was 
floppy and not feeding prop- 
erly. Hospital tests showed 
she had very thick blood with 
almost twice the normal quan- 
tity of red blood cells. Thick 
blood carries a danger that it 
may sludge in small blood ves- 
sels in the brain causing per- 
manent damage. In this case 
the baby was treated to dilute 
her blood and made a com- 
plete recovery. 

Dr Ed Abrahamson and 
colleagues, writing in the 
Lancet medical journal, say the 
problem was probably due to 
blood draining from the moth- 
er’s afterbirth into the baby 
while they were still in the pooL 
In a normal birth the blood ves- 
sels in the umbilical cord con- 
strict an exposure to the air but 
in a bir thing pool where the 
water is kept at around 36C 
cord blood vessels may stay 
open much longer. 

The doctors advise mothers 
using birthing pools either to 
get out of the water or to damp 
the cord within a minute or two 
of delivery of the baby. 

— Jeremy Laumnce 
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arrangement fees, 
valuation fees, 
mortgage indemnity fees, 
early redemption penalties. 

wonder other mortgage 
lenders are worried. 
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Ministers want to ban 
calculators in class 


The Government is 
ignoring curriculum 
advisers who say 
calculators are not bad 
for young children’s 
maths. Judith Judd finds 
out why ministers want 
to banish them from the 
classroom. 

Ministers have spumed rec- 
ommendations from their own 
curriculum advisers and are 
trying to bar calculators for all 
primary school pupils. Angry 
mathematicians say the decision 
flies in the face of research 
which shows that calculators are 
not to blame for the nation’s 
poor performance in maths. 

Calculators have long been 
under attack for damaging chil- 
dren's mental arithmetic. Before 
the election. David Blunkett, the 
Secretary of State for Education, 
said that he intended to ban cal- 
culators For children under eight. 
But an unpublished report for 
ministers from the Qual ifi cations 
and Curriculum Authority found 
no evidence of a link between 
calculators and poor mental 
arithmetic among infant pupils. 

Now Estelle Morris, the 


schools standards minis ter, has 
written to the authority saying 
that the use of calculators 
should be strongly discouraged 
not only for the under-eights but 
for all pupils up to 11. Even in 
secondary schools, she says, 
their use should be reviewed. 

Ministers have discovered 
that they cannot enforce a ban 
on calculators without chan ging 
the law but they are insisting on 
guidance to teachers warning 
against their use. 

Ms Morris has told Sir 
William Stubbs, the authority’s 
chairman, that the recommen- 
dations “do not go for enough. 
Our firm view is that the Gov- 
ernment's drive to raise stan- 
dards of numeracy in primary 
schools would be best served by 
strongly discouraging'' calcula- 
tor use in primary schools. Men- 
tal calculation must be accorded 
a central place in the teaching 
of mathematics and should al- 
ways be used as the first resort 
method of calculation.” 

However, the report on cal- 
culators for infants says: “The 
evidence ... indicates that the 
use of calculators is generally in- 
frequent and there are few 
schools in which pupils have 
reacty and regular access to cal- 
culators.” Nor is there any evi- 


dence that the use of calculators 
makes much difference to 
pupils’ maths, the report says. 
Other features of teaching are 

much more likely to be to blame. 

Professor Sig Prais, of the 
National Institute of Econom- 
ic and Social Research, said he 
was unconvinced by the report. 
“You have to get the basic 
mental s kills firmly implants 
and that cannot be done if chil- 
dren areusing calculators.” 

The recent Third Interna- 
tional Maths and Science Sur- 
vey found that the five highest 
scoring countries used calcula- 
tors much less frequently than 
the low scoring countries. 

But Professor Margaret 
Brown, of the Government’s 
numeracy task force, pointed oifl 
that, in England, the 13-year-olds 
who did best in the survey were 
those who used calculators most 
frequently. “Teachers are not us- 
ing calculators instead of doing 
mental arithmetic. They are us- 
ing them to develop stalls such 
as developing ideas of number 
and for reinforcing what people 
have learnt,” she said. 

“Children like calculators. 
They are motivating and they 
show that the maths at school 
is like the maths people do out- 
side.” 
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Meningitis 
drug hope 


Hopes of finding a way to stem 
meningitis child deaths were 
raised yesterday by results from 
the first patient trial of a new 
drug. 

Despite treatment with an- 
tibiotics, between 20-50 per 
cent of children who contract 
the dangerous blood infection 
meningococcal septicaemia die, 
usually within 24 hours. Those 
who survive are often left dis- 
abled from brain injury or suf- 
fer gangrene leading to the 
loss of limbs. 

The new drug, a genetically 
engineered version of a protein 
produced by human immune 
cells to combat infection, dra- 
matically cut the expected num- 
ber of deaths in a small group 
of seriously fll children. The re- 
searchers, led by Dr Brett 
Giroirat the University of Terns 
in the United States said the re- 
sults were for better than ex- 
pected for such ill patients. 

Sden lists have now launched 
a major trial of the drug, re- 
combinant bacteriddal/perme- 
abfo’ty-increasing protein (rBPT), 
in Britain, the US and Canada. 


Bloom’s kosher 
court appeal 


The man who ran Bloom's, 
the famous Jewish restau- 
rant in the East End of Lon- 
don, yesterday launched a 
High Court attempt to 
overturn a religious court's 
decision to ban him from 
the kosher food business. 

Michael Bloom lost his 
livelihood after non-kosher 
meat was found in a refrig- 
erator at at the restaurant 
in Whitechapel, London, 
two years ago. 

Michael Supperstone 
QC for Mr Bloom, said Mr 
Bloom was “kept in the 
dark” about a crucial state- 
ment from a driver con- 
fessing that he was to blame 
for the serious breach of 
strict Jewish dietary law. 

He said the London 
Beth Din (court of the chief 
rabbi) had put Mr Bloom 
out of business, even 
though the judge presiding 
over the tribunal knew of 
the driver's confession, and 
asked the High Court reor- 
der a re-hearing by the re- 
ligious court. 


Bogus officials 
strip boy, 5 


A mother was “horrified" to dis- 
cover that two social workers 
who carried out a strip-search 
on her five-year-old son at her 
home were bogus officials, po- 
lice said yesterday. 

Devon and Cornwall Police 
are hunting the man and woman 
involved in the incident in Ply- 
mouth on Wednesday. Sergeant 
Nick Yates said: “The child was 
physically uninjured, but wc do 
not know what effect this has had 
on him. We want to hear from 
anyone who thinks they might 
have had a visit from this couple."' 

The white couple were al- 
lowed into the home in the 
North Prospect area after pro- 
ducing some form of identifi- 
cation. They told the 
31 -year-old mother complaints 
bad been made that her son had 
been assaulted and burned with 
cigarette ends, said the police. 

The police said the man was 
about 45, 6ft tall, of average 
build with short mousy hair, and 
bad a moustache with curly 
ends and a goalee beard. The 
woman was aged 35. 5ft 2 in. 
with bobbed, streaked hair. 


Mortgages 


NOTICE OF INTEREST RATE VARIATION 

The following interest rates for mortgages 
provided by Banking Direct, a Division of Bank of 
Scotland, will apply with effect from 17th November 
1997 for both new and existing borrowers. 

Ba nk i n g Direct Mortgage Rate 
(Variable) 8.69% per annum. 

Centrebank Mortgage Rate 
(Variable) 8.69% per annum. 

Stabilised Charging Rate 
8.99% per annum. 

Adaptable Mortgage Plan Charging: 

Rate 8.85% per annum. 

Banking Direct Mortgage Rate Plus 
(Variable) 9.19% per annum. 

Centrebank Mortgage Rate Plus 
(Variable) 9.19% per annum. 

Home Loan Rate 
8.69% per annum. 

BAHK OF SCOTT, awn - 

A FRIEND FQRLTpp— 

BANKING DIRECT. EDINBURGH EH12 9 np 

Bank ol Scotland, A Friend for Life and 4j2& _ ■ , , ■L/Iv 

^ r ^«ere<l trademarks of 
The Governor and Company of the Bank of Scotland 
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Only Packard Bell make computers this easy 




FREE £1000 OF 
PRELOADED 
SOFTWARE 
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SURF THE 
NET FASTER 






PERSONAL 
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If the thought of using your own PC has always 
seemed a bit daunting, then Packard Bell have the 

PC for you. 

Because we've created a range of unique PCs, 
combining state-of-the-art technology with a 
whole host of features that make computing easier 

than ever before. 

For a start, our PCs come with a pre-loaded Personal 
Assistant Pack, to select your level of expertise and 
guide you step by step when using your PC. 


Together with everything you need to surf 
the Net straight away, and £1000 of free top 
software, all pre-loaded and ready to use. (And 
with over 25 best-selling titles, from games and 
reference to hobbies and financial programs, 
there's something to keep all your family 
occupied.)* 

Not to mention the latest, fastest CD-ROM drives 
and modems* as well as built-in digital hi-fi sound 
with a 10W sub-woofer.- 


All of which means that a Packard Bell PC is ready 
to use right away. No complicated manuals, no 
programming, no worries. 

And best of all, with a range of 6 models to 
choose from and prices from just £1199, they're not 
just easy to use but easy to afford. 

We think you'll agree that we couldn't have made 
it any easier. 

Packard Bell PCs. Available at PC World, Dixons 
and Currys. 
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^ Packard Bell 

" the computer the world comes home to 

Available at PC World, Dixons and Currys 


0P 


■ • h Model featured is a Pulsar 16 with 14" monitor. Configurations wary according to model. Value of software based on separate selling price of actual or equivalent software, 
* Communication models only end Jnduded for pre-loaded software. Tire Intel inside logo and Pentium ere registered trademarks' and MMX a trademark of the Intel corporation. 
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Hitmen kill the 
birdman of Palma 


The man with the biggest collection of par- 
rots. macaws and cockatoos in Europe was 
shot dead yesterday in Mallorca, along with 
his eieht-vear-old son and maid. Police think 
they were victims of a Mafia-style hit 
squad". 

Manfred Meisel, 49. a beer importer 
known on Mallorca as “the Beer King” and 
manager of a bar that employed 90 staff, 
was found with with a bullet in his head in 
fais villa near Palma. He had told friends 
of feeling under threat since March, per- 
haps because of the enormous amount of 
cash he handled in connection with his ex- 
otic birds, which he imported from the 
Philippines and Singapore. 

No money or credit cards were taken 
from the villa, and not one valuable bird 
freed from 400 cages. The killers scaled a 
spiked perimeter fence and eluded five 
guard dogs. Meisel's son Patrick was shot 
twice in the temple while he was sleeping. 
Claudia Leisen. 30. who tended the new- 
ly hatched chicks every four hours, appeared 
to have had her wrists Lied before she was 
shot in the back. — ETizabeth Nash, Madrid 




Coastal link: H ont-St-M ichel, on the south-west coast of France, surrounded by sand at low tide. The French government Is to. . 
spend an estimated Fr500m (£53 m) on a seven-year-project to protect the bay . Photograph: Reuters/] ean-Yves Destoux 






Disney Classic 
Movie Weekend: 
13 Dec - 14 Dec 
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Get ready for the 

‘Disney Classic Movie Weekend . 7 

The British Television 
premiere of The Lion King, 
plus Disney’s Return to Jafar 
and Honey I Shrunk The Kids. 
And classic favourites like 
Dumbo and Robin Hood. 
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plus free installation 

" when you buy any electrical item over £199, subscribe to any of 
Sky’s channels for 1 2 months and pay a one off connection fee of £1 2 


Sky channel packages currently range 
from £11.99 per month to £29.99 per month. 


Offer not open to previous or existing subscribers or their households. 
Offer subject to conditions. Offer doses 1 Oth November 1997, 
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c 


• . fife / ; &7 


vv vvw.sky.eo.uk 


7’“ "" . . _ ' 1 _ nf the Suhscrintlwi Contract Pay per view events or programmes are not mouDM mam me suosenpoon. ins oner may nos « inea m conjunct* 

o^igib^sut^to^Su*^^ 




A new Kohl 
caper - but 
not so funny 


_ t ftf cw, ri,iai movie nackaoe. Offer available at participating retaHere only and only to residents of mainland UK or Northern Ireland SubsCfiwK must be 1 8 years or 

e Disney Channel o available as a premium bonus channel to Contract. Pavner view events or programmes are not induded within the subscription. This offer may not be used In conjunction 


Did Helmut Kohl k 00 '* 
about his secret agents’ 

hare-brained scheme to 

smuggle plutonium into 

Germany? Yesterday was 

the moment of truth. 

But Imre Karoc, in Bonn 

says that before a 
parliamentary inquiry, 
the Chancellor was 
overtaken by amnesia. 


Some of the facts of German 
dabbling in state-sponsored ter- 
rorism are simple enough- On 
10 August 1994, smack in the 
middle of Mr Kohl's re-election 
campaign, agents at Munich air 
port arrested three men carry- 
ing a radioactive briefcase. 
Contents: 363 grams of 
weapons-grade plutonium. Ori- 
gin: the former USSR. 

The find was hailed as a 
great triumph for the security 
services, the BND, and by ex- 
tension, for the government- A 
tiny consignment of low-grade 
uranium smuggled into Ger- 
many had greatly alarmed the 
public. After Munich, Mr Kohl 
would be able to go to the vot- 
ers and assure them that he had 
everything under controL 

Things did not quite work 
out like that, because somebody 
let it be known that the pluto- 
nium affair was a BND stunt 
from beginning to end. There 
is little doubt now Lhat Be rod 
Schmidbauer, head of the 
BND, set it up and arranged 
payments to the hapless couri- 
ers - a Colombian and two 
Spaniards — who have since 
been thrown into jafl. 

Opposition politicians claim 
that the operation was master- 
minded by Mr Schmidbaner. Its 


aim was to give Mr Kohl a ' 

election boost, and to force . 
rS* to tighten security -at ite. 

nuclear reactors- MrSch^id- 

hauer is a a friend and political ■ 

^pointeeofMrKohrsandh^. 
his office in the chancellery m 
Bonn. He remains in charge. . . 

Three years after the event, •• 
Mr Kohl was finally popped the 
question yesterday by members 
of a parliamentary committee. 
-Wfobdidyou find out aboulibe 
plutonium caper?" He sweated 
and wriggled in his seat, but 
perkedup noticeably when, the ■ 
Skes arrived. -It was on fte 

weekend of 12th an d 13 th 
August," he replied confidently. 

“But were you not seen hav^ 

jug dinner with Mr Scfamid- 
bauer at a restaurant before 
that 9 " he was asked. Dinner? 
Restaurant? His memory was 
failing now. “I really don t 
know," he shrugged. The Chan- 
cellor had a perfect alibi: he was 

on holiday in Austria at the tone 

when the Lufthansa airliner 
landed with its deadly cargo m 
Munich. 

This went on for a while 
longer. His inquisitors from the 
opposition parties probed, but 
the Chancellor, reputed to have 
a telephone book of a brain, just 
could not recall a thing. “Can 
you remember anything at all?" 
shouted a red-faced Social De- 
mocrat. - "I cannot recall what 
I did on a particular day." Mr 
KohJ repeated. 

Another Social Democrat 
changed tack. “We have infor- 
mation that the people who car- 
ried out the Munich job took 
part in two other similar stunts," 
he said. “Where did you gel 
that," frowned the Chancellor. 
“It says so in the letter you wrote 
to President Yeltsin." Mr Kohl 
could not remember that, either. 


EU officials face inquiry 


The European Commission an- 
nounced yesterday that it was 
lifting diplomatic immunity 
from three high-ranking officials 
suspected of corruption. 

The move dears the way for 
the Belgian police to intensify 
investigations into allegations 
that hinds earmarked for the 
1993 European Year of 
Tourism, had been paid out by 
the commission's tourism unit 


to bogus schemes in exchange 
for bribes. 

The removal of immunity 
means the three officials could 
face prosecution. George 
Tzoanos. the Greek former 
head of the tourism unit, spent 
a year in jail awaiting a decision 
on prosecution but the Belgian 
police complained their in- 
quiries were hindered by the 


commission. 


‘When Barclays 
got involve d, 
the prefects 
started picking 
on the younger 
pupils’ 


H.u Haven High School, Boston. Lines, on their 
award-winning preface-! cd reading scheme. 


barclays 

NeV fhTuR^S 


Barclays New Futures encourages young people to 
think laterally and act positively on issues 
their local communities. Which is why, every year 
awards totalling £1 million are on offer to secondary 
schools displaying the right combination of vision 
and drive. This year’s 82 award winners have just 
Started work on their projects, ranging from peer 
counselling and tutoring to a miking newsletter. 

Shouldn't your school be one of next 
year’s winners? 


For an entry form, please call 0171-792 49 4 o 
General enquiries Kallaway Ltd. 0171-221 7883 
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Arab nations stay 
away from talks 
in snub to Clinton 


cncsuif v 


The Americans have advertised 
the Arab-Israeli economic 
conference in Qatar this weekend 
as a cornerstone of the Middle 
East ‘peace’. But it looks likely to 
turn into farce, Robert Fisk writes, 
because only four of the 21 Arab 
states intend to turn up. 


Humil^Uon is not ihe word for it Resident 
Biu Clmton was cm the phone 10 the Saud- 
is. Martin Indyk- former ambassador to Is- 
rael and formerly leader of one of the most 
promment pro-Israeli lobby groups in the 
United States - toured (he Middle East, 
pleading with the Arabs to attend. And the 
result? An unprecedented snub from Arab 
nations who believe (fie US has betrayed 
both the Middle East “peace" and the hon- 
est broker role which Washington originally 
claimed for itself in the Middle East. 

Goodbye the Saudis, who have lost faith 
in the US's pro- Israeli stewardship of the 
Oslo agreement. Goodbye Syria, which sus- 
pects Israel will never give back the occu- 
pied Syrian Golan Heights. Goodbye 
Morocco. Washington’s friend in the 
Maghreb. Goodbye Tunisia and the Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates and Bahrain - head- 
quarters to the US fleet in the Gulf - and 
goodbye Sudan and Libya and Algeria and 
even the Arab League. Goodbye Lebanon, 
theatre for the only remaining Arab-Israeli 
war. Goodbye the Palestine Liberation Or- 
ganization - supposedly the beneficiary 
(with Israel) of the Oslo accords. And good- 
bye Egypt, whose President suggested that 
if US Secretary of Stale Madeleine Albright 
wanted to hear its views, it could always dial 
to the Egyptian ambassador to Doha, cap- 
ital of the luckless Qatar which is hosting 
the conference. 

No wonder the Americans are having sec- 
ond thoughts about attacking Saddam Hus- 
sein yet again for his intransigence. Would 
Oman and Yemen or Jordan turn up if they 
did? No wonder there comes only silence 
from the US State Department, whose 
acolytes have been travelling the Arab 
world for help. Only Qatar itself, Jordan - 
loyally proving the integrity of its peace treaty 
with Israel - Yemen and Kuwait are prepared 
to turn up for the conference that is sup- 


posed, in "Washington's immortal cliche, “to 
put the peace process back on track.” 

Kuwait, still fearful of President Saddam, 
could be expected to turn up in Doha on 
Sunday. King Hussein of Jordan, despite the 
Israeli attempt to murder a Hamas official 
in Amman, wished to show hs loyalty to the 
agreements it signed with IsraeL Oman and 
Yemen - scarcely lynch-pins of the “peace 
process" - will take their scats, but Oman 
will send only a low-lcvd economic dele- 
gation led ty an undersecretary of the com- 
merce minisoy. This is the measure to which 
the hopes of a Middle East peace have fall- 
en since Benjamin Natan yahu became 
Prime Minister of Israel and refused to give 
back Golan, built more Jewish settlements 
on occupied Arab land and denied the pos- 
sibility of a Palestinian stare. 

The Israelis, of course, will be turning 
up in Qatar in force, led by David Levy, the 
foreign minister, supported by Mrs Albright 
and the US commerce secretary, William 
Daley. But as a symbol of future peace, the 
Qatar conference is a disaster. Blaming Mr 
Netanyahu for the collapse of the “peace 
process" - and those quotation marks are 
becoming ever more important- Egyptian 
President Hosni Moubarak has called the 
conference “meaningless". Barring last 
minute changes of heart, be is right 

No reference was made by the Arabs to 
Palestinian suicide bombs in Jerusalem. And 
the Israelis will be the first to suggest the 
Arabs arc denying the vciy spirit of the 
“peace process". Moshe Fogel, the Israeli 
government spokesman, remarked dismis- 
sively that more than 90 per cent of Israel’s 
trade is with “developed [sic] countries" - 
little over 1 per cent with the Arabs - and 
that it is the Arabs who will lose by boy- 
cotting the Qatar summit. In reality, it ts US 
credibility that once again stands to lose, as 
American leaders fail, yet again, to force Is- 
rael to abide by the Oslo agreement. 

International companies - Mobil, Oc- 
cidental, Merck. Philips and Petronas - have 
contributed £ 1.89m along with the Qataris 
for the conference, most of which is like- 
ly to prove a worthless investment Qatar 
itself has been condemned by both Saudi 
Arabia and Egypt for holding the forum 
when Israel continues to build Jewish set- 
tlements on Arab land which is occupied. 
Or, in the dishonest words of the State .De- 
partment “disputed" land. 




The funeral of Yitzhak 
Rabin (left), killed by 
YigaJ Amir (above). 
Below: the right-wing 
informer Avishai Raviv 



Shin Bet informer who could have saved Rabin 


A commission headed by a 
retired chief justice yesterday 
censured Israel’s Shin Bet 
security service for its lax han- 
dling of a right-wing informer 
who failed to mention that his 
best friend was planning to as- 
sassinate the prime minister, 
Yitzhak Rabin. 

The informer was Avishai 
Raviv, who has been at the 
centre of a web of conspiracy 
theories since his double-agent 
role was revealed two years 
ago. His friend was Yigal Amir, 
now serving a life sentence for 
murdering Rabin in November 
1995. 

In its report, now declassi- 
fied, Judge Meir Shamgar’s 
inquiry found that Amir had 
boasted frequently of bis plan 
to harm the prime minister. But. 
rather than warn the security 
service, Raviv told Amir that a 
biblical law which prescribes the 




The Israeli Prime Minister, Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu, held “friend- 
ly and constructive” talks with 
Tony Biair and Robin Cook at 
the start of a two-day visit to 
London yesterday- 

But Britain emphasised its 
unhappiness at Israel's contin- 


ued enthusiasm far new Jewish 
settlements in Arab East 
Jerusalem. Mr Blair expressed 
“great concern about the state 
of the peace process", and Mr 
Cook made dear that Britain 
“strongly supports" calls by 
rite US Secretary of State, 


death penalty for Jews who en- 
danger their own people applied 
to Rabin. 

“It is astonishing", the com- 
mission says, “that in his reports 
on. Yigal Amir, he did not men- 
tion, or so much as hint at, 
Amir’s well-known expressions 
of his intention to injure the 
prime minister." 

The report dismisses alle- 
gatians of complicity by the Shin 


Bet in the Rabin assassination 
but is scathing about the way 
Raviv was handled in his nine 
years as an informer. “We are 
dealing with an agent whose be- 
haviour was replete with provo- 
cation, who was not properly 
under the control of his handlers 
-who on occasion endorsed his 
involvement in extreme activi- 
ties designed to increase his 
authenticity." 


Madeleine Albright, for a “time- 
out" on die building of new set- 
tlements. Britain says the Middle 
East peace process will be “a key 
priority" during the British 
presidency of the European 
Union in the first half of next 
year. — Steve Oowshaw 


Raviv ignored warnings 
about these activities, which 
included beating up Palestini- 
ans, attacking a left-wing Israeli 
MR conspiring to torch a build- 
ing, smashing Arab bouse and 
car windows, and training and 
arming bully boys. 

"Die agent brought in a 
great deal of information," the 
report concludes, “but be also 
violated the law repeatedly in 


the knowledge that he was ex- 
empt from responsibility be- 
cause of his official backing. His 
supervision by the Shin Bet 
was ineffectual, and in most cas- 
es they learned about what 
happened only after the evenL" 

Politicians are now de- 
manding that Raviv be charged 
with not acting to prevent the 
assassination. Some MPs want 
his Shin Bel controllers to be 
charged, too. 

Raviv was recruited by the 
Shin Bet in 19S7 when he was 
20. He bad already been active 
in Rabbi Meir Kahane's ultra- 
nationalist Kach movement. 
Why, then, did he agree to in- 
form on his friends? Not for 
money. Rather he seems to 
have enjoyed the e.vritemenL 
The Shin Bet men were his he- 
roes. But he was fatally selec- 
tive in which information he 
gave them. — Eric Sver , Jerusalem 



Free banking means that no standard transaction charges will be made. Although nosecurity set-up tees win be charged we do reserve the right to charge ‘out of podret’ expenses 
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We heard you wanted ... 


the costs swallowed 
when you move your 
business account 


To help business customers who feel trapped with an inefficient bank. 
Midland has ensured that moving your account won’t cost a fortune. 

You'll receive 6 months free banking, your current borrowing rate will be 
matched (or even bettered) plus any arrangement charges and security set-up 
• fees will be swallowed. 

Midland also promises that the whole process will be overseen by a dedicated 
manager at your local branch. 
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The Listening Bank 

Call 0345 40 41 


Call for details 
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FBI abandons 
investigation into 
air disaster 


The FBI has told the families of 
the 230 people killed when TWA 
Right 800 crashed in July 1996 that 
it found absolutely no evidence 
that a criminal act brought the 
aircraft down. The FBI is 
suspending its investigation* But 
some of the families now intend to 
campaign to have all 747s 
grounded as potentially 
dangerous. 


New York (API — The Federation Bureau 
of Investigation is suspending its inquiry into 
the crash in 1996 of the TWA jet that killed 
230 people. “Our investigation has found ab- 
solutely no evidence to cause us to believe 
that the TWA Flight 800 tragedy was the re- 
sult of a criminal act." wrote James KaUslram, 
the FBI assistant director who headed the 
criminal investigation, in a letter. . 

Mr Kallsliom confirmed on Wednesday 
night that the FBI had sent the letter to the 
victims' families, but he gave no details “as 
it is a private matter between the FBI and 
the families at this point". The FBI plans 
to hold a news conference next week to is- 
sue a comprehensive report on the crimi- 
nal probe's findings, a law-enforcement 
source said. 

Mr Kailstrom wrote that the FBI would 
continue to be involved in the investigation 
by the National Transportation Safety 
Board (NTSB) of the July 1996 crash of the 
Paris-bound aircraft “Every lead has been 
covered, all possible avenues of investiga- 
tion exhaustively explored and every re- 
source of the United States government has 
been brought to bear in this investigation," 
he said. 

The NTSB is continuing to try to leant 
what caused vapours inside the empty fuel 
tank to explode, shattering the aircraft short- 
ly after take-off from Kennedy Airport in 


New York. The FBI has said repeatedly it 
has found no evidence that the Boeing 747 
was downed by a bomb or missOe. 

The FBI began its investigation minutes 
after the jumbo jet 'burst into a fireball, 
killing everyone on board and 

wreckage across a five-square-mile area of 
the Atlantic Ocean, about 10 miles off Long 
Island. Eyewitnesses reported streaks of 
light in the sky just before the explosion, 
prompting a team of investigators to focus 
on the missile theory. The FBI flatly rejected 
allegations by conspiracy theorists that an 
errant US Navy missile was to' blame. 

“When it first happened,-! thought 
bomb,” said Joe Lychnerof Houston,-who 
lost his wife and two small daughters in the 
crash. “But when I look at all the testing 
the FBI did and they found no thing, I am 
convinced this had to be mechanical " 

FBI agents interviewed more than 7,000 
people, including everyone who touched or 
had access to the aircraft at Kennedy Air- 
port and in Athens. Greece, where the flight 
originated. The FBI and NTSB recon- 
structed the wreckage inside a hangar and - 
then scrutinized the holes and punctures 
for any evidence of a crime. 

Michel Breistroff of Paris, whose 25- 
year-old son was killed, said he received Mr 
Kallstrom’s letter on Wednesday. He said 
he and other family members overseas now 
plan a campaign to have all 747s ground- 
ed. “This plane is obviously a dangerous 
plane," he said. “It took investigators all 
these months and all these millio ns of dol- 
lars to tell us that” 

TWA spokesman Do on Walker in St 
Louis said the airline did not know the FBI 
had sent letters indicating thatrit was end- 
ing its criminal investigation. “They’ve 
been hinting for a while so it’s really not a 
surprise,” he said. He added that the com- 
pany was frustrated that federal investiga- 
tors have not been able to determine what 
caused the crash. “We just want answers. 
We just want to know what happened.” 
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Cultural legacy: Le Van Khoi, 85, waiting for patients in his Hanoi medicine shop, is one of the few Freidi-sp^^^ an ^^^ ? i, Solomon 
lost the former colony more than 40 years ago. Hanoi is hosting the Francophone nations summit, which opens today 


Poll protest 
stifled 


Europe’s envoys return to Tehran 


America joins 
murder hunt 


Algerian police deployed in 
force in central Algiers yester- 
day to stop supporters of polit- 
ical parties, imijding one in the 
government coalition, from 
marching against what they 
termed election fraud. Most of 
the supporters were prevented 
from reaching Algiers centre 
where the gathering had been 
scheduled to meet 



Iran and the European Union 
have struck a deal to allow EU 
ambassadors to return to 
Tehran. The agreement follows 
months Of diplomatic hnpa«e 
which had embarrassed both 
sides. 

EU ambassadors were with- 
drawn from Iran six mo nths ago, 
prompted by a Berlin court 
finding that the Iranian gov- 
ernment had ordered the mur- 
der of Kurdish dissidents in 
Germany. Tbhran had insisted 
that when the EU returned its 
ambassadors, the German en- 
voy must come last, a condition 
that the EU had resisted. Iran 
has denied any involvement in 
the 1992 killing of four Iranian 
Kurdish dissidents in Berlin. 

But yesterday a spokesman 


for Luxembourg, which holds 
the EU presidency, said most of 
the EU ambassadors withdrawn 
from Tbhran after the court 
finding last April would be 
returning to the Islamic repub- 
lic last night. 

EU governments had given 
Luxembourg a mandate to 
negotiate with Iran on the re- 
turn of the envoys. In a state- 
ment. Luxembourg's foreign 
ministry, speaking on behalf of 
the EU, said: “After the election 
of a new Iranian president and 
the formation of a new gov- 
ernment, the time has come to 
resolve the problem of the re- 
turn of the ambassadors." 

The Iranian news agency 
IRNA quoted a foreign ministry 
spokesman as saying Tehran had 


agreed to the proposal. It quot- 
ed “political quarters" as saying 
Iran's decision was partly due 
to strong EU and French sup- 
port for a recent $2bn deal led 
by the French oil giant Total, 
which went against US sanctions 
against the Islamic republic. 
m The United States has noticed 
a toning down of hostile 
rhetoric from Iran since a new 
government took over there 
three months ago, a senior US 
official said on Wednesday. 
The State Department's newly 
appointed Middle East chief, 
Martin Indyk, said that while 
Washington had not detected 
any concrete foreign policy 
changes in Tehran, a US con- 
ditional offer of dialogue with 
Iran remained on the table. 


FBI agents have been sent to 
Pakistan in connection with the 
lfitiingR of four American ofl 

company employees, the US At- 
torney General Janet Reno 
said. 

She declined to comment 
when asked if the killings might 
have been linked to the recent 
US conviction of a Pakistani; 
Mir Aimal Kasi, for murdering 
two CIA employees in 1993. She 
also declined to declare the' 
killings a terrorist act. 

Gunmen in Karachi killed 
four American men and their 
Pakistani driver on Wednesday. 
Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif yesterday gave President 
Bill Clinton his condolences. 
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A corrupt police force haunted by its criminal record 
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America join; 

murder hunt 



Corruption has once more raised 
its ugly head within the Hong 
Kong police. The authorities have 
moved quickly to try to deal with 
it, but Stephen Vines in Hong Kong 
sees worrying signs for the future. 

The Hong Kong government is worried It 
issued a statement this week saving it was 
determined to maintain the police force “as 
one of the finest, upholding law and order 
with integrity, honesty and professionalism*’! 

The statement came as a response to 
“views expressed by various people con- 
cerning a number of incidents". Top of the 
list are the embarrassing circumstances un- 
der which the police have been forced 
to freeze all promotions following the ar- 
rest of eight officers on corruption charges 
connected with promotion boards. 

These arrests have sent shock waves 
through both the police force and the pub- 
lic who fear ihat the rampant corruption 
which made the police notorious during the 
Seventies is re-emerging. 

Few details have been given about the 
arrests by Hong Kong’s powerful Inde- 
pendent Commission Against Corruption 
(ICAC), but it has been confirmed that of- 
ficers, including two chief inspectors, are 
suspected of bribery offences in connection 
with promotions to the rank of sergeant 
Decisions over the promotion of more than 

1.000 officers have been frozen while 
investigations are in progress. 

The ICAC appears to be making a 
clear statement that despite the change of 
sovereignty it is still in business. 

Hong Kong has an unusually large po- 
lice force, with 438 policemen for every 

100.000 members of the public, one of the 
highest ratios in the worid. 

The high level of policing is given as one 
reason for low levels of crime, but it was 
not so long ago that a great deal of crime 
was generated by the police force itself. 
Desk sergeants in local police stations be- 
came millionaires as they controlled the dis- 


tribution of bribes and allocation of 
protection rackets. 

The force was so riddled with corrup- 
tion that post-war colonial governments 
avoided confronting the issue, fearing it 
would lead to the total breakdown of law 
and order. So powerful were corrupt po- 
licemen in the Sixties that Lbey succeeded 
in getting a committee of inquiry to lay the 
blame for a series of riots on the territo- 
ry's few prominent anti-police corruption 
campaigners. 

However, public unease about the po- 
lice was growing and the government was 
forced to respond. Investigations into the 
corruption of very senior officers revealed 
that they had ferreted away millions of dol- 



Godberc Senior officer 
convicted of corruption 


Ians. The most notorious culprit was a Briton, 
former senior superintendent Peter God- 
ber. Even after his arrest be managed to 
board a plane for Singapore and return to 
Britain. The public was outraged and cam- 
paigned for his return to face trial. 

The Godber case broke the floodgates 
of public frustration with police corruption, 
which stretched down to the smallest stall 
holder having to pay off local constables 
to remain in business. Sir Murray MacLe- 
bose, who was then governor, decided that 


confidence could only be restored by the 
establishment of the ICAC When it came 
into being in 1974 it was overwhelmed with 
inquiries into police corruption. A way was 
found to bring Godber back from London 
and be was extradited on charges of ac- 
cepting a bribe for the promotion of a po- 
lice officer. 

Godber’s conviction opened the door for 
aggressive prosecutions of police officers 
by the ICAC. Many corrupt sergeants fled 
to Ihiwan, where there was no extradition 
treaty. The arrest of police officers peaked 
in 1977, provoking the nearest Hong Kong 
has come to a police revolt, when the ICAC 
headquarters was besieged by angry mem- 
bers of the force demanding the release of 
their colleagues. 

A dangerous stand-off developed. The 
government offered a partial amnesty to 
get the police back to work. It virtually let 
off all officers suspected of more minor 
crimes committed before the beginning of 
the year. The controversial amnesty was 
only partially mitigated by a change to the 
police lawgiving the Commissioner of Po- 
lice summary dismissal powers. 

The experience of the Seventies is em- 
bedded in Hong Kong’s folk memory. 
Countless surveys have shown that one of 
the biggest worries about last July’s trans- 
fer of power was that it would lead to an 
upsurge of corruption, especially among the 
police, who have secured a far better rep- 
utation in recent years. A survey conduct- 
ed by the ICAC, a year before the 
handover, found three-quarters of those 
questioned believed the commission's role 
“would become more important as 1997 
drew near". Just before the handover, the 
ICAC recorded a disturbing increase in re- 
ports of corruption in public bodies and gov- 
ernment departments but not in the police. 

The public is worried LhaL the bad old 
days might be coming back, although as- 
tonishingly , the new government has re- 
sponded to this concern by suggesting that 
the main watchdog, the ICAC should be 
shorn of the word “Independent "in its Eng- 
lish title. 



Crime busters?. Hong Kong has one of the highest ratios of police to public in the worid Photograph: Richard Jones 


Election bypasses the people 


Nominations opened yesterday 
for candidates from Hong Kong 
hoping to join China’s parlia- 
ment, the National People’s 
Congress. 

However, the NPC is not fa- 
mous for its independence of 
mind. The carefully selected 
people who “elect" its members 
are not expected to be any 
more independently-minded 
than those they elect- Fbrtu- 
natelv for the organisers, many 
of the electors arc also candi- 
dates, so there is less scope for 
confusion. 

Hong Kong is bolding its first 
election for 36 deputies since 
the change to Chinese sover- 
eignty. As the word election has 
a different meaning in China 
from in Hong Kong, there is 


some discomfort over the fact 
that only 424 hand-picked peo- 
ple - chaired by Thug Giee-hwa, 
Hong Kong’s new chief execu- 
tive - are involved in the 
process. 

The number of those voting 
is not the only difference, as the 
delegates discovered during a 
three-day meeting to lay down 
the rules of election. Even in 
Hong Kong’s pro- Peking circles 
votes are usually taken by bal- 
lot, or by a show of hands. How- 
ever, the Chinese tradition is to 
pass resolutions by acclaim, 
signified by bouts of hand clap- 
ping. This does not give dis- 
senters even an opportunity to 
register disapproval. 

The public w31 not be al- 
lowed to see information sup- 


plied about the candidates, or 
even know who nominated 
them, as on the Chinese main- 
land, so there was no reason not 
to apply it in Hong Kong. 

The electors are not only 
confident about the need to pre- 
serve exclusive access to infor- 
mation, they are also confident 
of their incorruptibility. They 
decided not to devise penalties 
for election fraud or corruption 
on the grounds that they were 
sufficiently self-disciplined not 
to be tempted into malpractice. 
It was also decided that candi- 
dates with a criminal record 
need not burden electors with 
this information. This is just as 
well, as a number of likely can- 
didates have such records. 

— Stephen Vines 
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Testosterone 
Tess and the 
Baldy Sisters 



Women who work in a 
man’s world risk 
developing a hormonal 
imbalance that leads to 
baldness and deeper 
voices, suggests new 
research. Ifs hair-raising 
stuff. Ann Trenemon gets to 
the root of the problem. 

There is a new woman in the 
workplace whom you may have 
met over l he past few weeks. 
She’s been front-page news 
and could go under the name 
of Testosterone Tess. She is 
young, successful and so 
stressed that her hormones 
have gone a little wonky. In fact, 
things a re so bad that she has 
developed something called 
“testosterone overload". The re- 
sult is that she has started to 
look a bit like Demi Moore in 
Cl Jane. But Demi shaved off 
her hair while our new heroine 
is just plain losing hers. 

The Sunday Times knows 
that there are “thousands" of 
Tesses out there who suffer 
from the syndrome “caused by 
taking on traditionally male 
roles in the workplace". The 
Daily Mail also knows the prob- 
lem well. “Medical experts say 
that in adopting more aggres- 
sive and competitive working 
styles women are developing in- 
creased sensitivity to testos- 
terone." And this, it says, could 
lead to bald patches on the 
head growing thick hair on their 
face, neck and bodies, some- 
thing called “typically male" 
acne and deeper voices. 

There’s only one problem. 
The medical experts who be- 
lieve this are rather difficult to 
find. Nor does there appear to 
be any known syndrome called 
“testosterone overload". The 
study quoted in all the stories 
- conducted by the School of 
Pharmacy at the University of 
Portsmouth - turns out to be 
quite different in some re- 
spects. There is a real possibil- 
ity that Testosterone less simply 
does not exist. 

Author Rosalind Miles is 
not surprised at this. Nor was 
Professor lisa Jardine whose 


immediate response to the 
whole idea was “rabbisb”- There 

k a long and i imtisringiikhftt i his- 
tory of pseudo-scientific myths 
that seek to persuade women 
that they must pay a high price 
if they insist on working in a 
man's world. “It’s a scare tactic. 
Remember when they said that 
Indira Gandhi and Mrs Thatch- 
er had more male hormones?” 
asks Ms Miles. “It’s another ‘get 
bade in your bos? scare.” 

This is where I would dis- 
agree. I know from personal ex- 
perience that many career 
women do lose their hair and 
ihnt an increasing number have 
sought help from die curious 
breed of expert called tricholo- 
gfcts. Some see them as glorified 
hairdressers, others see them as 
knowing more about hair loss 
than any doctor. The trichologist 
has a lot more time to listen than 
a GP - but of course he is be- 
ing paid £65 for doing so. In my 
case be proposed a course of 
treatment aimed at stimulating 
the hair follides. Nothing was 
said about testosterone but a lot 
was said about nutrition. It turns 
out that our mothers were right 
when they told us that our hair 
would fall out if we didn't eat 
properly. But it is a long way 
from needing an iron supple- 
ment to inventing a new breed 
of women who are not in con- 
trol of their testosterone levels. 

The catalyst for the Testos- 
terone Tess story was this sur- 
vey at the School of Pharmacy. 
I decided to contact its authors, 
who were listed as consultant 
irichoiogisl Dr Hugh Rushton 
and Dr Michael Nonis. Dr 
Rushton was lecturing on hair 
loss in Argentina but Dr Nor- 
ris was available. 

The first thing to note is that 
though both have doctorates 
neither is a medical doctor. Sec- 
ond, it is not possible to read the 
report because it is still being 
written. But Mr Norris was hap- 
py to tell me the details of how 
it was conducted and the results. 
It made for interesting listening. 

“We surveyed 800 women. 
We found them in shops, su- 
permarkets. banks. We went 
anywhere they would let us in! 
It was anonymous. They filled 


out a form " he said. There was 
no way of knowing if the woman 
surveyed were bigh-flyers or 
even worked outside the home. 
There is no way of knowing 
what, if any, stress they were un- 
der. There is no way of know- 
ing if they had, in fact, been 
forced to take on traditional 
male roles in the workplace. 

The survey asked two main 
questions. One was whether 
the parting in their hair had 
widened in the past five years. 
The other was whether they lost 
more hair when taking a show- 
er than five years ago. Mr Nor- 
ris says that those with wider 
partings would tend to suffer 
from a hormone problem that 
he characterised as an increased 
sensitivity to testosterone. 
Those who had lost more hair 
in the shower would probably 


be suffering from some sort of 
nutritional deficiency. 

Thirty per cent of women said 
yes to the shower question. “We 
were absolutely flabbergasted 
by the results," he said although 
he was quick to add that it is bard 
to tefl if this even indicates an in- 
crease because there are no pre- 
vious similar surveys. But, I said, 
that would mean that women las- 
ing their hair were suffering 
from improper diet, not uncon- 
trollable rushes of testosterone. 
“Yes, I would say that the major 
factor in hair loss is nutritional 
IwcuklputnxmtyOQiV’hesaid, 
adding that the survey did show 
that 10 per cent of respondents 
said they had wider partings. 
“Most of this was in older, post- 
menopausal women,” he said 

So fer, so confusing. The sur- 
vey did not target women that 


were young, career-oriented or 
identifiably competitive and 
aggressive. The results show that 
poor diet is the main cause of 
hair loss in women and that 
most women who suffer hor- 
monal hair loss are far too old 
to be Testosterone Tess. 

So how did Tess come to be 
bom then? Mr Norris says be 
was somewhat surprised too. 
“But it is a good story," be said 
“And it’s not necessarily a false 
one. But we have no data to 
back it up. This exists as a the- 
ory for now. The stress link can 
be connected to diet too. 
Women who work are not like-, 
ly to eat properly. One thing that 
worries me is that we are not eat- 
ing enough red meat because of 
BSE. That worries me.” 

Something else is worrying 
the trichologist Glenn Lyras. He 


has said that “women’s chang- 
ing role in society is making 
them more male-lie." I asked 
him to explain further. Tve got 
a theory that this hormonal 
hair loss is to do with the role 
that women are getting involved 
in. There are having to be more 
aggressive. They are climbing 
the professional ladder and it is 
hard to be recognised” 


but insists he has seen a startling 
increase in the number of young 
women visiting him with hor- 
monal hair loss. This type of hair 
loss, he explains, has a genetic 
link and he says that only 15 to 
20 per cent can be helped Nu- 
tritional hair loss, in contrast, 
can be completely corrected 
I ask Mr Lyons if be believes 
he might have old-fashioned 


ideas about women and tbeir 
role: “Na Tve said this for a long 
time. I'm happily married and 
my views are based on person- 
al as well as professional obser- 
vations. I actually listen to what 
the patients are telling me. I'm 
aware of how difficult it can be 
for a conscientious and loving 
woman. They’ve got a lot of 


listen to women talk about stress 
and very often they cry too.” 

Doctors do, in fact, believe 
that much of this is rubbish. 
They say that there is a small 
group of women who are over- 
sensitive to testosterone but 
there is no known link between 
this condition and working in a 
man's world. “I don’t see why 


you should acquire this sensi- 
tivity because of this stress." says 
Dr Wayne Perry, a consultant 
endocrinologist at the En- 
docrine Centre in Wimpole 
Street. “It doesn’t sound very 
likely. I’m not saying ifs not pos- 
sible but i think it is highly con- 
troversial. I don’t know of any 
medical evidence myself." 

The world however, is more 
interested in fiction than fact Mr 
Norris says he has been inun- 
dated with calls from around the 
world in the past week. “Hair is 
always good for a story but I’ve 
never seen anything like this. 
They’ve really latched on to this. 
People do seem really con- 
cerned about women working. 
Why. I don’t know " Ifs the kind 
of thing you really want lo ask 
Testosterone Tess - if only you 
could find her. 


things to do. I think they are a 
Mr Lyons agrees that the tremendous sex. Look ifs only 
argument is very arguable" • my theory - doctors might say 

what a load of nonsense - but I 


Do we get what we pay for - or just what we deserve? 



JOHN 

LYTTLE 


Let’s hear it in stereotype: fags 
are great at spending money, 
but not at raising it, saving it, 
using it, or making it grow. Fun- 
ny, frivolous creatures that we 
are, we are expected to be, as 
a feature in The Independent put 
it only this Tuesday, “creative, 
exuberant and glamorous". We 
are not to bother our silly 
heads about the harsh, hierar- 
chical world of commerce, 
which, as any woman who has 
gashed her scalp on the glass 
ceiling will tell you, remains, a 
last bastion of “unreconstruct- 
ed masculinity”. A place where 
“real men" can force you to play 
by their rules, so that even a 


multi-billionaire tike the late 
Malcolm Forbes has to spend 
his life in hiding. The poor lit- 
tle rich boy feared that his col- 
leagues would discover his 
double-life and believe his in- 
terests lay more in makeover 
than takeover, in backrooms 
rather than boardrooms. 

Forbes knew if he came out 
of the filing cabinet his stock 
would plummet, the bull mar- 
ket would questiou just why he 
wanted the keys to the execu- 
tive washroom. For though sel- 
dom explicitly stated, the idea 
has long been abroad that gay 
men lack what butch types in 
red braces thrill to call the 


“killer instinct'’. That we define 
ourselves not in the work, work, 
work ethic but in towing the 
party, party, party line. Thar the 
wealth of our emotional lives is 
more important to us than pif- 
fling profit margins. That the 
only power we understand is 
purchasing power and we will 
never mobilise those potentially 
political pink pounds for any- 
thing else. Thai we are the play- 
things, not the playboys, of 
capitalism, and, bless us, so 
much more at home in the tra- 
ditional comfort zone of the 
arts; that, actually, the only busi- 
ness we're equipped for is 
sbowbusiness. Cameron Mac- 


intosh might be rich boney, but 
tiis money flows from musicals. 
Colin Bell might be a big noise; 
but ifs from producing CDs 
bands. And they probably have 
fabulous accountants, darling. 
Fabulous straight accountants. 
The sort who possibly toil for 
“gay-friendly” Virgin Direct 
and ran recite a meaningful rap 
about investment, guppies and 
DINKs (Dual Income, No 
Kids) but nevertheless charge 
way over the odds for life as- 
surance once sexual prefer- 
ence is declared. Are you 
informed consumer or greedi- 
ly consumed? Who cares? Not 
you, obviously. You're gay and 


not cold enough to appreciate 
cash on demand. 

Of course, last week’s vol- 
untary liquidation of the Pride 
Trust, the second such occur- 
rence in six years, makes such 
notions easier to buy and sefl. 
Never mind the evidence to the 
contrary - Lesbian and Gay 
Switchboard, Stonewall, the 
Aids organisations that suc- 
cessfully operate on shoestring 
and/or slashed budgets - what 
will be remembered here is how 
yet another merry band of gay 
men and lesbians let Gay Pride 
run up debts to the ruse of 
some £180,000 (estimates vary) 
despite supposedly attracting 
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more than a quarter of a mil- 
lion people to “the largest free 
musical festival in the world". 

The old, old story, it is ever 
true: queens squabble amongst 
themselves, dykes try to impose 
direction, ideological war is 
waged and what should be a 
sound proposition is suddenly 
a psychological playpen with no 
one keeping a gimlet eye on the 
“record sponsorship". Or the 
insurance policies. Or setting 
cash aside for VAT, breakages 
and losses including, in this 
case, three generators, stolen 
furniture and £7,000 worth of 
wheelchairs that walked. 

Result: annual time-is-mon- 
ey consuming rows around “po- 
litical correctness", annual 
failure, the usual wild rumours 
of fairy-soft hands in the till and 
Ivan Massow, the subculture's 
single financial guru (well, who 
needs more than one?) dragged 
away from his ledgers to dismiss 
the unfortunately resurrected 
cliche of gay-run operations 
simply not being able to count, 
unless it’s in inches. 

And Massow wou/d be cor- 
rect to flip the cliche, the col- 
lapse of the Pride Trust is not 
because of genetic disposition. 
He could furthermore point out 
that most minority organisa- 
tions staffed by volunteers rou- 
tinely trip into similar traps; 
such failures are not exclusive 
to “the community", though 
they oft appear more fiercely 
concentrated. 

What Massow probably 
wouldn’t do - he wouldn’t be 
asked - is to place Pride's fan 
in the general context of shod- 
dy gay-run businesses “the 


community" is ever heir to. 
Pride is a paradigm. There is- 
n't a gay man or lesbian of av- 
erage intelligence who doesn't 
complain about the third-rate 
but invariably expensive services 
provided by the bulk of gay 
businesses, be they taxis, holi- 
day firms, decorators, clubs, 
fetish shops, restaurants, a 


to be seen to be disbel 
Yet if these (very) limite 
panies fail then it's pr 

that “the co mmuni ty^ 

blamed for not supporth 
noble endeavours. Somt 
bers of rbe Pride Trust 
ready privately makin, 
claims and certainly “thl 
munity” was denouncer 
the London Lesbian at 
Centre predictably wem 
- just ignore atiegatii 
missing dosh and finand 
management - and Phm 
azine turned out to be ji 
after three appalling iss 
wasn’t their fault. It was 
You were - are - meant 
any crap, accept any old i 
because it was gay. 

Really: don’t you 
that as a gay man with 
endary highly disposal 
come that it’s your dub 
everyone’s rip-off, inc 
other gay men’s? 

The notion that horn 
als can’t execute tbebusi 

business is patently fafc 

just delivery, quality cont 
low up, value that the 

problem with. But then, 
of you thinks thaL you dc 

serve any better.... 



We make music 
easier to track down 
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Carver 


Cathar ine DeFrance Carver 
publishers’ editor: bom 

Cambridge, Ohio (9 
September 1921; died London 
II November 1997. 


Calhanne Carver was the great- 
er publishers' editor of her 
time, and surely the best loved, 
her passionate devotion to her 
taste richly reciprocated in the 
affection of the many writers a nd 
scholars whose work she cor- 
rected, enhanced, and even 
fraasfanned The American crit- 

. ic Leslie Fiedler calls hex the best 

(jflf editor he has ever known and 
perhaps the best that ever lived. 
The novelist Flannery O'Connor 
made her contracts with Har- 
court. Brace conditional upon 
Carver’s availability as editor, 
and during the mid-century 
decades many other American 
writers were deeply indebted to 
her criticism and advice, among 
them Said Bellow, John Berry- 
man, e.e. cummings, Bernard 
Malamud, Elizabeth Bishop, Li- 
onel Trilling, Katharine Anne 
Porter, Hannah Arendt, and 
Peter Matthiesseo. After she 
left her native America for Eu- 
ropein the mid-1960s she played 
a similarly constructive role in the 


inquiry 



careers of numerous British 
. writers and editors. 

“Katy 5 " Carver's fine eye for 
detail was supplemented by an 
extraordinary gift for the con- 
ceptualisation of sequence and 
structure, and she loved the cre- 
ative excitement of editing fic- 
tion and the challenge of what 
she called “professional risk 
publishing''- In the United 
States her work was always with 
commercial publishers: Reynai 
& Hitchcock; HarcourL Brace; 
LippincotU and Viking. But in 
Britain her longest stint was with 
the Oxford University Press. 

Enthusiastic letters seat ftom 
America in -advance of her ar- 
rival opened up a choice of ed- 
^ilorial positions, and she initially 
‘‘ opted for Chatto & Windus 
rather than OUP on the 
grounds that Chatto needed 
her more; two years later, how- 
ever, she reversed that decision, 
explaining that though Chatto 
did indeed need her they 
seemed not to know it. When 
OUP moved all its operations to 
Oxford, Carver refiised to go, 
preferring to find work else- 
where in London, initially at Vic- 
tor Goflaocz, later as a fieelana 
with Yale University Press and 
a number of other publishers. 

In tbe mid-1980s she spent 
much of her time in Paris, work- 
ing with the master-translator 
Ralph Manheim and assisting 
with the final operations and 
eventual closure of file Trianon 
Press. Though she dealt skilful- 
ly with texts of every kind -she 
was once assigned to tbe Oxford 
Companion lo Sport - she bad a 
special affinity for biographies. 
She edited four of the original 
five volumes of Leon Edel’s life 
of Henry James and was almost 
solely responsible, years later, for 
producing the one-volume revi- 
sion aiMl abridgement, making of 
itamodel of compact coherence 
arid narrative drive. She assist- 
ed Richard EUrnann with both 
his Joyce (1959) and his Wnde 
(1987), and saw the latter 
through its difficult and painful 
fiial stages. She was the editor 
akoof biographies as various as 


Jon StajQworthy's Wilfred Owen 
(1974), Aileen Ward’s Keats 
(1963), Avril Pyman’s two-vol- 
ume Aleksandr Blok (1979, 
1980), Desmond Graham's Kei- 
th Douglas (1974), and my own 
Thomas Hardy ( 1982), and took 

a special pleasure in working on 
the memoirs of Sir Geoffrey 
Keynes and of Richard Hoggart, 
an especially loyal friend in her 
kfer years. Earlier, however, 
Dan Davin. ihe Secretary ro the 
Delegates of the OUP. had 
strongly objected to her critkisms 
of his memoirs and demanded 
a more deferential replacement. 

As an academic editor 
Catharine Carver was incom- 
parable. An assignment be- 
came a complex commitment - 
to the manuscript itself, which 
she determinedly made the 
best of, to the subject, which die 
rapkfly mastered, and to the au- 
thor or editor, whom she 
promptly transformed into a 
friend to be variously assisted, 
encouraged, praised, and scold- 
ed. One’s manuscript came 
promptly back, extensively 
decorated with her standard 
marginal signs of approval, dis- 
approval, or interrogation and 
accompanied by pages of ques- 
tions to be answered and sug- 
gestions to be attended to. 
Whrm in her praise, synq»thetic 
to difficulties, and imaginative 
to tbe point of inspiration in of- 
fering solutions, she was nev- 



Carverr c re at ive excitement 


ertheless stem in her demands 
for reorganisations, rewritings, 
and fuller expositions of topics 
or materials she judged Co have 
been skimped. “Having said tins 
much in praise,” she would 
characteristically write, *T have 
to say too that there is still a lot 
of work to be done." 

Jon Stallworthy, for whom 
Carver was the paragon of pub- 
lishers’ editors, recalls that she 
was dissatisfied with tbe brevity 
of his initial treatment of Wlfred 
Owen’s first, pre-war, visit to 
Ranee, brushed aside his protest 
that almost nothing was known 
about it, and insisted that some- 
thing substantial must be said 
about so symbolic an episode. 

Though so well-known by 
reputation in literary and pub- 
lishing circles an both sides of (he 
Atlantic, she was an intensely pri- 
vate person who spoke rarely of 
her past and tended to keep her 
friends in separate compart- 
ments. Her British friends knew 
almost nothing of her early life, 
bur her bulb certificate reveals 
that she was born Catherine. 
DeFtance Chrver in Cambridge, 
Ohio, in 1921 to Don Carver, 
“paymaster”, and his wife Har- 
riett. in 1943 she obtained a BA 

degree at Muskingum College in 
nearby New Concord, one of her 
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er famous as an astronaut and US 
Senator. Just how she made her 
way to New York and its literary 
world remains mysterious, but 
she seems to have had that first 
job with Reynai & Hitchcock by 
- 1945 andby the early 1950s she 
was working for Robert Giroux 
at Harcourt, Brace. She also be- 
came Assistant Editor of ihe Par- 
tisan Review, and I happened lo 
meet her in New York in 1957, 
shortly after a naive submission 
of mine to Ptmatm had magically 
been rendered publishable by her 
revising hand. 

I did not encounter her again 
until the mid- 1970s when OUP 
assigned her to edit the early vd- 
umes of tbe Hardy Collected Let- 
ters, but the acquaintance then 
deepened rapidly into a friend- 
ship that - like her friendships 
with so many of those die had 
worked with - remained intact 
until the last of several strokes 
left her incapable of recognising 
any of the stream of visitors to 
her hospital bed. 

Carver made a life-style of 
self-effacement. She always 
asked not to be thanked for the 
work she had done - an injunc- 
tion that some understandably ig- 
nored - and in 1 982 she declined 
the PEN/Roger Klein award for 
which her American friends had 
conspired to nominate her. lb 
I^slie Fjedkar, who had been par- 
ticular^ active on her behalf she 
wrote gratefully but firmly. “I 
hale the exposure, and fear it, 
oddty, after my long sojourn un- 
derground.” One recognises tbe 
emotion and its contexts without 
quite understanding its source. ^ “I 
never worry,” die once wrote, 
“about making what living I 
need, which is mmhnal,”and in- 
deed she regularly led what most 
would consider a meagre exis- 
tence, living alone in under-fur- 
nished flats and eating 
adequately (one feared) only 
when being entertained by 
friends. But she led a rich life of 
the mind and tbe spirit - it was 

the art, theatre, and above afl the 
musk available to her m London 
that primarily determined her 
refusal to move fe Oxford -and 
although her transatlantic mi- 
gration of the 1950s seems pri- 
marily to .have reflected a 
profound pdhkalrevulsicmalthe 
Vietnam Vfer it may also have 
been influenced by a romantic 
valuation of a Europe she had (I 
think) never visited 

France and Italy always re- 
tained their appeal for her, and 
in 1983 she gave up the Edith 
Grove flat in which die had been 
settled for some years, sold her 
books (many of them inscribed 
first editions), gave away her few 
bouseholdgoods,aDdsetofffar 
the Continent and what became 
an unsettled existence of “visits, 
sub-lets, foe condition of dis- 
placement”. In 1985, wide work- 
ing on the revision of Edel’s 
James, she reported from Am- 
stenjam that during the pastyear 
she had briefly house-sat or 
hved in borrowed accommoda- 
tion in no less than sncrouncries. 
The need to earn at least a min- 
imal income brought her bade to 
England again and again, and 
her lack of a permanent address 
meant, as she often said, that she 
could most readily be found at 
work at seat G.20 in the Round 
Reading Room of the British Li- 
brary, her “Great Good Place". 

- Michod Mitigate 


married Captain Mark Phillips, 1973. 
IbdayistbeFeasrDayofStAdeo- 
ttu AriberL St Dubridus or Djrfrig, 
St Laurence O’Toole, St Nicholas 
Jkvebc, St Ptter of Narbonne and St 
Stephen of Cuneo. 


Lectures 


National Gallery: Erika Langmuir, 
“Pocket Guides (is): Landscape. 
Claude,/* Seaport ”, lpm. 

Vkloria and Albert Mnseam: Eileen 
Graham, “The Whak-6one Madon- 
na and Pagan Alternatives", 2J0pm. 
Tkte Gallery: Christopher Newall, 
“Edward Burne-Jones”, Ipm. 
Gresham College, Barnard’s Inn 
Hall, London EC1: Professor Joan- 
na MacGregor and Professor 
Stephen Pratt, “Who Needs New 
Mngc? (andwhat w as w rong with the 
old7)“, Ipm. 


English-Speaking Union 

Dr Henry Kissinger, tamer US Sec- 
retary of State, gave the 1997 Eng- 
lish-Speaking Union Churchill 
Lecture yesterday at Guildhall, Lon- 
don Ed. Baroness Brigs tocke, 
Chairman, presided. Sir John Kerr 
also spoke. 


Synagogue services . 

Details of synagogue services to be 
hetd tomorrow may be obtained by 
telephoning the following. Sabbath 
begins in London at 3 .5 8pm. 

Uaftt* Smaopa M8l J43 SM9. R*«- 
l] mo rSya>»V»:01«-2022^S.U»la&or 

1663. Kribna of G»x*t KrtOriie 

01X1-349 4731. Spufefa mi AxmpcM Jan 
Cmraxte 0171-3® 2573. New UMn 
SfV&qae (Masonft 0171-&8 W&. 





Shake Keane 


EHsworth McGranahan 
“Shake” Keane, trumpet and 
flugelhora player: bom St 
Vincent; West Indies 30 May 
1927; married three times 
(three sons); died Bergen, 
Norway II November 1997. 


“I like the tie," said Shake 
Keane. “Thank you," I said It 
was the mid-Saties and we were 
at tbe Manchester Sports Guild, 
an unlikely establishment, where 
the sport came in the form of 
subsidised beer and visiting 
American jaamuskaans. Keane 
was playing trumpet there with 
Joe Hamott’s quintet 

“I collect peoples' ties," said 
Keane. “It’s a good way of re- 
membering them. Would you 
swap yours for mine?” Looking 
at the drab and shapeless affair 
round his neck I wasn’t enthu- 
siastic about the proposition. But 
it did imply that one of the best 
trumpet players in tbe country 
wanted to remember me. 1 un- 
knotted the tie and gave it to him 
and he gave me his. I reflected 
that 1 should be grateful that 
Keane hadn’t collected trousers, 
or jackets. 

Keane came from a family 
of seven, all of whom were 
taught music by their father. He 
became a teacher in his native 
island of St Vincent and it was 
there that he was given the nick- 
name “Shake", because of his 
interest in poetry and particu- 
larly the writings of Shake- 
speare. He came to London 
University in 1952 to study lit- 
erature and ox once slipped into 
the nucleus of West Indian jazz 
musicians who were based here. 

He joined Joe Harriott's 
quintet in 1960. Harriott bad 
reached a level of stable im- 
provising in free-form jazz. He 


composed little themes, beau- 
tifully phrased, which served as 
the point of departure for his 
musicians to improvise solos. 
While Harnett himself revert- 
ed often to a set of diches in 
his playing, Keane was able to 
construct a mellow and imagi- 
native flow of ideas that creat- 
ed its own form. 

He took a year’s leave from 
Harriott in 1962 to complete his 
studies at the London School 
of Economics. The writer Alun 
Morgan, often a judge at inter- 
university jazz band competi- 
tions, recalls his amazement at 
bearing wonderful, mature 
trumpet-playing bursting from 
a band made up of Keane and 
some hapless teenagers. As a 
mature student (he was 35), 
Keane was entitled to compete. 

An assiduous brandy drink- 
er, he was never without a bot- 
tle in his pocket. “Had he 
taken proper care of himself," 
says the composer / pianist 
Michael Garrick, “trumpeters 
like Wynton. Marsalis and Ken- 
ny Wheeler would have had to 
watch ouL Shake was as good 
and he played a wider range of 
music. He had a fine intellect 
and a fertile mind." 

What acclaim Keane re- 
ceived was generally in part- 
nership with Garrick or 
Harriott, but musicians recog- 
nised that he and bis country- 
man Harry Beckett were 
unmatched, in Europe at 
least, for their lyrical, imagi- 
native tnimpet-playing. Keane 
joined with enthusiasm the 
controversial poetiy-and-jazz 
presentations that Garrick es- 
poused, staying with the com- 
poser for several years. 

In the early Sixties he also 
took on studio work, so that his 
mellow flugelhomwas heard as 


Ian Stuart Black 


Urn Stuart Black, writer: bom 
London 2f March 1915 ; 
married 1942 Aim* Brooke 
(died 1986; two sons, two 
daughters); died Skfmouth, 
Devon 13 October 1997 


Keane playing the flugelhom and tr u mpet, with Joe Harriott to his left, 1963 Val WUmer 


the background to many televi- 
sion commercials. Demand bur- 
geoned and he left Britain for 
German radio studios. There, 
between 1965 and 1972, he 
worked mainly for the orches- 
tra leader Kurt Edelhagen, seek- 
ing relief from the enormous 
pressure of the studios with 
jazz gigs in tbe Kenny Clarke- 
Francy Boland band. 

“I'm totally played out,” 
Keane told Garrick when he 
returned from Germany. He re- 
turned to St Vincent, where he 
joined in local politics and rose 
swiftly to become Government 
Minister of the Arts. In 1980 he 
worked in New York as a cul- 
tural attach^ for the island. 
When the government changed 
he went back home to teaching. 

Later he went back to New 
York without a visa and lived 
and worked undercover for 
some years. In 1989 the Amer- 
ican government extended an 
amnesty to illegal immigrants 
and Keane became an official 
resident. That same year he re- 
turned to England to tourwith 
the Joe Harriott Memorial 
Quintet, in which Garrick 
played the piano and the alto 
saxophonist Martin Hathaway 
took the role of Harriott, who 
had died in 1 973. Also in 1989, 
Keane and Garrick were filmed 
playing at the Royal Academy 
for the BBC television series 
Music of the World. 

Keane returned to New York 

and earned a dwindling living 
from his literary activities. Each 
year, he took part in a poctiy fes- 
tival in Bergen. Norway, as a 
guest reader and musician. On 
one of his visits he bad all his 
teeth removed, and this more or 
less ended his professional ca- 
reer as a brass player. 

- Steve Voce 


Jan Stuart Black leaves a rich 
legacy, not only in a wealth of 
stage plays, novels, and screen- 
plays but also in the benefits 
that a host of television and film 
writers; producers and di r ectors 
around the world, gained from 
his writing talent and wise 
counsel His most popular cre- 
ation was the television series 
Hanger Man , which starred 
Patrick McGooban and ran on 
British television from the late 
Fifties onwards, and which was 
the first really successful British 
export to America, where the 
series was known as Secret 
Agent. 

Although born in London, 
Black was a Scot through and 
through. He was educated at 
Daniel Stewart’s College in 
Edinburgh, and read fora de- 
gree in Philosophy at Man- 
chester. Sport played an 
important part m his younger 
days and he remained fasci- 
nated by rugby, cricket and golf 
all his life. He played rugby for 
Manchester University and had 
a successful cricket trial for Lan- 
cashire, which he did not pur- 
sue because writing and theatre 
had taken precedence. 

Having submitted his first 
one-act play to the Donald 
Wolfit Theatre Company, he 
was invited to join them as an 
actor. Here he met and was im- 
mediately attracted to, one of 
tbe leading actresses, Anne 
Brooke. They married just as 
Black was called up for service 
in the Second World War. 
which took him to the Middle 
East working in RAF Intelli- 
gence. Anne went home to 
Edinburgh to give birth to the 
first of their four children, Iso- 
beL who was to go on to be- 
come an actress herself. 

Demobilised in 1946, Black 
joined the Rank Scenario De- 
partment at Pinewood Stu- 
dios, working alongside such as 
Bill Rose, David Lean, Michael 
Powell and Emeric Pressburg- 
er. Black in 1954 became in- 
volved in the creation of the 
first filmed detective series. 
Fabian of the Yard, for the 
BBC In 1953 In the Wake of a 
Stranger, the first of his nine 
novels, was published and the 
West End production of his 



Blade wry twist of humour 


black comedy We Must Kill 
Toni was presented at Ibe West- 
minster Theatre. This play was 
later adapted to be made into 
a film and is still popular in 
repertory- It heralded the start 
of a prolific period - several 
novels were published, includ- 
ing Passionate City (1958), The 
Yellow Flag (1959) and The 
High Bright Sun (1962) which 
Rank made into a feature Elm 
starring Dirk Bogarde. 

During the same period. 
Black was also involved in 
many of the successful televi- 
sion series of the time - Fron- 
ds Drake, Man of the World and 
Man in Room 17. This activity 
ran on through the Sixties with 
his work as story editor, asso- 
ciate producer and/or writer of 
such television productions as 
the plays The Dummy Run, 
The Woman ax the Door, Shcn\' 
Me a Hero and the series The 
Invisible Man, Danger Man. 
Ransom fora Pretty Girl , Cham- 
pion House, Adam Adamant, 
Revenue Men and Dr Who. He 
was also commissioned by STV 
in the late Fifties to write 
Mary, Queen of Scots and the 
children’s adventure serial 
Redgauntlet , which starred his 
daughter Isobel. 

In 1971, 1 invited Black to 
join me, as associate produc- 
er/writer, on the first of sever- 
al film series and films 1 was to 
produce throughout the Sev- 
enties in Ceylon and Australia. 
Our collaboration over eight 
vety busy and enjoyable years 
was a successful one. Such se- 
ries as Elephant Boy, Castaway. 
The Outsiders and films such as 
TuRy (1974) were the result. 

As he had done during the 
late Fifties and throughout the 
Sixties with new writers such as 
Brian Clemens and Richard 
Harris, Black continued to en- 
courage and nurture new writ- 
ing talent during the time we 
worked together. He was par- 
ticularly good with young 
writers, understanding their 
sensitivities and insecurities. 

All who have worked with 
him will know the wiy twist of 
humour which was characteris- 
tic of him. There are a number 
of now established writers in 
Australia, such as led Roberts 
and Tony Morpeth, who will 
fondly remember the hours of 
guidance, laced with Black's 
favourite mait whisky, that 
formed the baas of their careers. 

Aged 82, Ian Stuart Black 
felt that he had bad a full and 
rich life, his only regret being 
that he had started writing yet 
another novel earlier this year, 
and he had not the strength to 
complete it. He had travelled 
extensively and he loved talk- 
ing with friends, never more 
so than over a good meal and 
good wine. 

Black’s view of life was Dar- 
winian, and he encouraged all 
to make the most of their tal- 
ents and not to waste oppor- 
tunities. Occasionally, he was 
content to simply stand and 
stare at what he called u a beau- 
tiful world". 

-fames Gatward 


Lillian Parks, seamstress, died 
Washington 6 November, aged 
100. Seamstress at the White 
House 1929-60. In her book My 
30 Years Backstairs at the 


White House (1961), she re- 
vealed the beiund-the-scenes 
events of the Hoover, Roo- 
sevelt, Thiman and Eisenhow- 
er administrations. 


LAW REPORT: h November 1997 


Tenants evicted for anti-social behaviour on estate 


The criminal and anti-social 
behaviour of council tenants 
and their children around the 
estate where they lived was 
"conduct which is a nuisance 
or annoyance to neighbours*’ 
within the terms of ground 2 
hi Schedule 2 of the Housing 
Act 1985, and accordingly the 
council was entitled to a 
po ssess io n order against 
them. 


Northampton Borough Couid v 
Lovatt and anon Court of Appeal 
(Lord Justice Harry Lord Justice Rfl 
and Lord Jastice Chadwick) It 
November !997. 


had obtained the possession or- 
der primarily on the ground 
that those three boys, who 
were persons “residing in the 
dwelling-house” had been 
guilty of “conduct which is a 
nuisance or annoyance to 
neighbours", pursuant to 
Schedule 2 to and section 84 of 
the Housing Act 1985. 

Derek WoodQCand Edmund Barren 
(Toller Hates tmd CoBcua, Nar i h arnp - 
ton) for the appellants; Find Margin 
QC and John W Gibson {Council So- 
tidtar) far the council. 


The Court of Appeal (Lord 
Justice Pill dissenting) dis- 
missed the appellants' appeal 
against an order for possession 
of a council house on the 
Spencer Estate, Northampton, 
obtained by tbe council. 

The appellants occupied 
the bouse with their seven 
children, the three eldest of 
whom were boys. The council 


Lord Justice Henry said that 
the appellants' tenancy was a 
secure tenancy within the 
meaning of Part IV of the 
Housing Act 1985. Under the 
Act the council could only 
bring the tenancy to an end by 
obtaining a possession order, 
and that conld only be obtained 
on one or more of the grounds 
set out in Schedule 2 to the Act 
Ground 2 provided that the 
tenant or a person residing in 


the dwelling house had been 
guilty of conduct which was a 
nuisance or annoyance to 
neighbours, or had been con- 
victed of using the dwelling 
house or allowing it be used for 
immoral or illegal purposes. 

The council's notice to the 
appellants had alleged under 
ground 2 that they had failed 
to control or discipline their 
children, or to control their own 
conduct, so as to allow neigh- 
bours on tbe Spencer Estate to 
enjoy quiet possession of their 
homes, and so as to prevent 
nuisance. 

Before the district judge, the 
appellants had admitted 11 
convictions or findings of guilt 
in 1994 involving people or 
property on the Spencer Estate 
which had been committed be- 
tween the three boys. MrsLo- 
vait herself had been convicted 
of a breadi of tbe peace at the 
premises, involving a police 
officer, and Mr Lovatt had 
used his property for running 


a car maintenance and repair 
business. The judge had also 
been told of harassment and 
racial abuse in 1995 and 1996. 

The challenge to the judge's 
decision was that he had been 
wrong in law to find that acts 
of nuisance and annoyance 
committed away from tbe 
demised premises were rele- 
vant nuisance and annoyance 
for the purposes of ground 2 in 
Schedule 2 to the Act of 1985, 
it being denied that the victims 
were “neighbours”. 

“Neighbours" was a wider 
word than “adjoining occu- 
piers", and was clearly intend- 
ed in ground 2 under the Act 
to cover all persons sufficient- 
ly dose to the source of the con- 
duct complained of to be 
adversely affected by it. 

The conduct complained 
of need not emanate from the 
demised premises, but could be 
conduct in the neighbourhood. 
There must, however, be a 
link between the behaviour of 


the appellants and their sons 
which constituted a nuisance or 
annoyance and the fact that 
they lived in the area. That link 
was the legitimate interest of 
the council in requiring its ten- 
ants to respect the neighbour- 
hood in which they h\ed and the 
quiet enjoyment of their homes 
by those who lived there. 

The vandalism, racial abuse, 
driving offences and burglaries 
in the present case constituted 
attacks on the neighbourhood 
and those who lived there, and 
would damage the quality of 
life on the estate. They were le- 
gitimate concerns of tbe coun- 
cil as landlord. It would have 
been perverse for the judge to 
have concluded that there was 
no link between the conduct of 

the appellants and their sons 
and the fact that they lived on 
the estate which was the focus 
for their anti-social and crim- 
inal conduct The appeal would 
be dismissed. 

- Kate 0’Hanton, Barrister 
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Alors, Monsieur Straw, you’re an example to us all 





Glad tidings: Jack Straw is learaiac 

tr u tl* tt n . o 


from his years as aged: to betme a fully. 

rounded tansM befog. The deadly earnest 
masterer of political briefs has.been ifo. 


Ftench fear of creeping A m e rica n cultural 
hegemony. And a welcome relief from 
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become a Renaissance Man. Or not 

Sadly, the real story is a little less heart-- 
warming. Mr Straw has decided he needs 
to speak French for his job. He wants to 

talk, face-to-face and uninterpreted, to the 
French about football hooliganism, im- 
migration policy and the Eke. Hu- from tak- 
ing time off from his ministerial dafies/ths 
is an extension of them. 

Still, it can only be good thatpaimsters 
should be able to talk to their Continen- 
tal partners in their own languages, 
especially as Britain will bold the presi- 
dency of the European Union from Jan- 
uary - which means there are only seven 
weeks to add to the paltry number of lan- 
guages at the Cabinet's command. It is 
astute diplomacy too, assuaging the 


UldJ U1UUUUU 

would jtbeoo mrnei> t p dnn that thft pr ime 

Minister did not need headphones to las- 
ten to Jacques Chirac at last week’s 
Canary Wharf news conference. But only 
in Britain would Mr Blair’s ability to 
engage in fluent Rnenrii conversation be 
m o cked for the. traces of “schoolboy 
French” in his accent- precisely the com- 
bination of national self-deprecation and 

RnoHviwixifaM, 


la ngu a ge s in this .country. 

However, our politicians should not 
take up fo reign lan g ua g es in order simply 
to discharge their if»Tms>iwiai duties. The 
experience of leashing French will be a 
good thing in itself for Mr Straw. Learu- 
ing any language . is commendable, 
although it is this newspaper's policy to 
encourage the learning of languages other 
than French - Spanish for instance, but 
even Latin is better fharr French, which 


has been promoted above its station. 

AH ministers should get themselves a 
hinterland. Some members of the Cabinet 
do indeed have unexpected interests in 
then- personal lives, such as Robin Cook’s 
passion for 'dressage (that’s horses, not 
dothes) and Margaret Beckett’s for car- 
avanning. But most of than do lead sadly 
one-dnnensiaiialliv^ 
the inability of successive arte ministers to 
name films, books or plays they might have 
looked at since they left school 

It was not always thus: Mr Cook once 
wistfully deed a 19th-century predecessor 
as Foreign Secretary who spent two weeks 
in Switzerland reading books and writing 
one speech. Politics was essentially a 
part-time, flexi-time activity, practised 
by people who carded onother professions 
and who were accomplished in other 
walks of life. This is not to advocate the. 
return of the amateur politician who 
concentrates on the big picture while civ- 
il servants dotbe real work. But there 


should be a happy medium. 

More rounded people are 
where. You do not have to be an adauier 
of Marx’s early writings to thmk mar 


Itisa featureof modem capitalism that too 
many people see tbeir setf-^rortbsmiptym 
wnxB of paid work. This is not simply about 
the desire of parents to spend more time 
with their chOdren, it is about the quality 
of our lives and the wholeness of our per- 
sons. Think how our national life would be 
enhanced if Chris Evans took a part-toe 

degree in philosophy. Or if BernieEcde- 

stone had taken up jazz darinetto dilute 
hk obsession with fast cars. Or if Rupert 

Murdoch tried to write symphonies instead 
of oyihg to rule the world. 

The trouble is a lack of credible poly- 
marine role models. If someone excels in 
more than one field, Jake Jonathan Miller, 
they tend to be twice as resented as some- 
one who is pre-eminent in only one. Con- 
gratulations, then, to Mr Straw for his part 
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ateur. Perhaps d is ^fven, single- • 

stodd b e fo ^ logic of Mr ' 
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healthier, more balanced society? 
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Smoke of battle 


Sin With ad the brouhaha sur- 
rounding tobacco sponsorship 
of Formula One, it is too easy 
to forget that what is important 
is whether or not tobacco spon- 
sorship of sport docs encourage 
people to smoke. 

With me, it certainly did. 
Aged 10. 11 or 12, 1 was very 
keen to smoke, and only be- 
cause 1 was obsessed by For- 
mula One. The only brands I 
wanted to smoke were J?S 
and Marlboro. JPS because I 
was seduced by the glossy black 
Lotus cars with the gold logos, 
and Marlboro because in 1976 
James Hunt, driving the red and 
while Marlboro McLaren, was 
the ultimate Boy's Own hero. 

It was inevitable then, that 
when I first had the opportu- 
nity to smoke, which was when 
! went away to boarding school, 
1 took to it like a duck to wa- 
ter, and only managed to stop 
ten vears later. 

PIERS TAYLOR 
Oaksev, Wiltshire 


Sir. If. as we arc told, donations 
to political parties are never 
made in order to influence po- 
litical decisions but are mere- 
ly indicative of the donor's 
support forat least some of the 
recipient's policies, there seems 
to be a simple way out of the 
dilemma. The state should set 
up an independent body, 
through which, by law, all po- 
litical donations would be chan- 
nelled. The money would be 
passed to the recipient without 
any indication of its source. 
MICHAEL GREEN 
Birmingham 



Jury reform 

Sin Having just completed jury 
service, I agree with \hterie and ^ 
Martin Hewitt (letter, 11 No- W' 
vember) that the present system 
is unsatisfactory, but I would . 
not agree that all jurors should 
be lay magistrates. I would 
prefer a combination of pro- 
fessionals and members of the 
public. This would have been • 
beneficial. 

A suggestion made by. a ' 
member of our jury was that ; 
there should be a period of ju- 
rors' question toe before re- 
tirement, when the jury could ask 

questions of judge and counsel. 

One jury member felt die was 
too young to make the necessary 
decisions; perhaps there should 
be a lower age limit of 30. 
SANDRA BOUGHTON f V 
Sidcup, Kent ' 


Irish in Great War 


Sir: Does anybody make a do- 
nation, large or small, to a po- 
litical party without 
self-interest? It may be hopes 
for higher pensions, belter 
quality education or a more 
favourable business climate. 

Would it not be refreshing 
to hear an admission from gov- 
ernment that many decisions in 
life, especially political ones, are 
a matter of expediency and 
compromise? We have a bril- 
liant industry in this country 
making the best racing cans in 
the world and there is the 
strangest case for protecting it 
- donations or no donations. 
TOM KAREN 
Lechwonh , Hertfordshire 


stituency level where the local 
agent is personally liable under 
law, but meaningless on a na- 
tional basis. 

Even given the most sophis- 
ticated accounting procedures 
( unlikely in Smith Square or 
MiQbank), it would take months 
to produce audited accounts. If 
the victorious party were then 
found to be over the limit by an 
Ecclestone or two. would the 
election be null and void? Or 
would they pay the money back? 
Or would the runners-up be de- 
clared the winners? 
TONYHAKEN 
Wivenhoe. Essex 


to put forward their side of the 
argument? 

RICHARD DAVIS 
London Nil 


Sin Now Bemie Ecclestone 
has had his money back, can 
Labour voters have their man- 
ifesto commitment back, too? 

If the tobacco companies 
and their friends haven’t paid 
for a favour, why should they 
receive it? 

NR BASSETT 
London N19 


Meanwhile, in the pub 


Sir; A limit on party campaign 
expenses is enforceable at con- 


Sir On the one hand the Gov- 
ernment is reported to favour 
state funding for political par- 
ties. On the other, Gordon 
Brown announced that a £l2m 
grant is to be sought from Eu- 
rope to “educate” the British 
about the single currency. Any 
chance of William Hague and 
chums receiving a similar sum 


Sin The latest proposals from 
Action on Smoking and Health 
(“Smokers face American-styte 
prohibition”, 10 November) 
raise the question of what the 
effect of prohibition would be 
on British pubs and restaurants. 

In 1996, the Campaign for 
Real Ale published details of 
a survey on this issue, carried 
out by the East Midlands 


Brewing Association. This 
found that S3 per cent 
favoured the introduction of 
no-smoking areas, with the re- 
mainder against Only 9 per 
cent supported a total ban - not 
so much a silent majority as a 
strident minority. 

In Tbronto, a US-style ban 

was partially relaxed because of 

a 30 per cent loss of business. 

It is right to question the mo- 
tivation of people who cannot 
or will not tolerate tobacco 
smoke and yet seek work in a 
pub. This is about as convinc- 
ing a someone with acrophobia 
asking for a job as a steeplejack. 
DAVID J ANDERSON 
Wakefield, 

West Yorkshire 


Power to the GPs 


Epidemic 


Sir Is it me, or am I seeing the 
word “ubiquitous”’ everywhere 
these days? 

JOHN MITCHELL 
Hertford 


Sin While the broad thrust of 
the proposed NHS reforms re- 
vealed in The Independent on 12 
November is to be welcomed, 
they raise a number of concerns. 

Reducing bureaucracy and 
abolishing the competitive 
ethos that forces hospitals to try 
in effect to put each other out 
of business can only be good. 
Transferring the power to set 
clinical priorities to those who 
most folly understand the prob- 
lems is also good, but to give al- 
most complete budgetaiy 
control to one section of the 
NHS - general practitioners - 
may produce new problems. 

While GPs have perhaps 
the best overview of the local 
population's needs, musing and 
allied health care staff and hos- 
pital doctors wiD have an equal- 
ly valid perspective. 7b exdude 
all these others from spending 
decisions would risk recreating 
many of the antagonisms that 


existed in the days when pow- 
er to influence spending was 
seen to rest disproportionately 
with hospital consultants. 

Moreover, GPs are the only 
individuals in the NHS who. in 
theory, can gain financial prof- 
it from the allocation of NHS 
fends to facilities in which they 
have a financial interest. If they 
are to have significant bud- 
getary control of the NHS, con- 
sideration should be given to 
making them salaried employ- 
ees, in line with everyone else. 
Dr ANDREW A JEFFREY 
Roade, Northamptonshire 


meat problems in general prac- 
tice and there is doubt whether 
we will soon have enough GPs 
left on the front line treating pa- 
tients. It seems folly to divert GP 
time into commissioning unless 
you increase the number of GPs. 
I am a front-line GP and I train 
new GPs. I suggest the Gov- 
ernment starts by looking close- 
ly at the number of recruits to 
general practice and the man- 
agement training they receive. 
ANITA CAMPBELL 
Sheffield 


Sir. Geraldine Burke (letter, 1 1 
November) reports Ending the 
monument at Ypres to the Irish 
who died in 1914-18. 1 remem- 
ber many gravestones in Galway 
marked with the honours “Con- 
naught Rangers and Old 1RAT. 
The paradox rests in the mass 
of “southern” Irishmen who 
fought in the Great Wir for, as 
their parliamentary leadership 
told them, “the rights of small 
nations” like Belgium and by 
implication Ireland. 

Put this with the facts that 
there were more “southern" 
than “northern” battalions in the 
battle of the Somme, that 
Unionist shibboleth, and that in 
the Second World war there 
were more recruits from the Irish 
Free State than from Northern 
Ireland, and you may recognise 
why I do not wear a poppy. 

Great numbers of Irish 
fought, in passing, for this coun- 
try in 1914-18 but essentially for 
a freedom which was then de- 
nied them when they returned. 
M A MARTIN 
London SW19 


Biblical beards 


Sir. I applaud the Government's 
intention to move away from the 
NHS internal market and give 
budgets for hospital, primaxy 
and community care to GPs. 
However, in your leader of 12 
November you are right to ques- 
tion whether GPs have the in- 
terest or managerial capacity to 
run the commissioning process. 

There arc already recruit- 


Sir. The Rev Peter Hatton sug- 
gests that Jesus may not have 
had a beard (letter, 13 Novem- 
ber). Honesty compels me to re- 
mind him of the prophetic verse 
concerning Jesus in Isaiah 50:6: 

“1 offered my back to those who 
beat me, ray cheeks to those 
who pulled out my beard". 
NEIL JACOBSON 
Wembley, Middlesex 


Croft options 


Sir. Paul McCann (“The tabloid 
casting couch of Lara Croft", 12 
November) suggests that if-w«c 
have been “in a persistent yegs 
elative state for a year" we shall 
not know who Lara Croft is. 
The opposite is the case. Only 
those who have been in sudra^ 
state for a year will know. ’ 
GEOFFREY BRACE 
Exeter - - 
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Excuse me. Would you mind? For charity. A little something. Oh, it’s like that, is 

Hello, Those many, mauy charities What does it do then? Whoever persuaded the Oh, they can go on for a wanted conductor’s baton to 



MILES 

KINGTON 


Hello, 

May I take just a little of 
your time? 

I want to talk to you today 
about Princess Diana. 

It was said that, when she 
was alive, you could double the 
circulation of a magazine just 
by putting her on the cover. 

In a sense, list is what I have 
done by putting her name at the 
top of this article. You saw her 
name and started reading. 

So it still works. 

But that is not what I want 
to talk to you about today. 

I want to talk to you about 
the very real and valuable work 
that she did for many charities. 

Charities which are still ben- 
efiting enormously from her 
work. Unlike the charities 
whit* she didn't support 


Those many, many charities 
which she didn't support and 
which have seen tbeir fends go 
down both in her lifetime and 
since she died. 

Yes, for every charity which 
gained from her attention, 
there are three or four which 
suffered because of her lack of 
attention. You could say, I sup- 
pose, that Princess Diana did 
more harm than good to char- 
ities in this country. 

But that is not what I want 
to talk to you about today. 

What I want to talk to you 
about is what happen to a char- 
ity when it finds that its income 
is going down and that its very 
valuable work is being cur- 
tailed because of lack of funds. 

Not necessarily because of 
Diana, Princess of Wales. 


What does it do then? 
Either it goes out of business 
or it hires a very dever person 
called a fund-raiser. 

I wonder if you have ever 
come across a fund-raiser. 

He or she is a person who 
comes in and, for a price, or- 
ganises events and public rela- 
tions so that the public becomes 

aware of the charity and hands 
over lots of lolly, or organises 
high-profile, glittering society 
affairs which rake in lots of 
moolah from the upper crust- 
Fbr instance, whoever got 
the BBC to back Children In 
Need was a pretty good fund- 
raiser. 

Whoever invented flag days 
was a pretty damned good 

fund-raiser, even ff the idea has 

become a little devalued. 


Whoever persuaded the 
British that it was a fun idea to 
put squashed plastic tomatoes 
on the front of their car bon- 
nets was a genius of a fund- 
raiser in his own way. 

Or her way, of course. 

But there comes a time 
when fund-raisers start to run 
out of ideas. 

When they start to get tired. 

When the dd magjc that has 
served them so well begins to 
desert them, and they take on 
one charity too many. 

Sometimes you read in the 
paper that a gigantic celebrity 
auction or a vintage aeroplane 
fly-part has foiled to attract peo- 
ple and made a huge loss. 

That is because some leg- 
endary fund-raiser has just lost 
the knack. 


Oh, they can go on for a 
while. 

They can raise funds for 
smaller charities, and they can 
assist other fund-raisers who 
still have the gift. 

But sooner or later the day 
comes when even the bravest 
ftuxi-raiscr bas to admit that the 
jig is up, and that the time has 
come to throw jo the toweL 
What does a charity fund' 
raiser on the scrap-heap do? 

What hope is there for a 
down-and-out charity organiser. 
What hope can you offer to 
someone whose only talent is 
for phoning up and saying, 
“Darling you must get two tick- 
ets for the most wonderful ball 
I'm organising!” or, “Sir Ed- 
ward, I know you won't refuse 
when I ask you to donate an. un- 


wanted conductor’s baton to 
people who deserve it more 
than you da and who - Jet's face 
it - can probably conduct bet- 
ter than you can!” 

There is no hope for such 
people. 

Except that offered by the 
Former Fund-Raisers Fellow- 
ship. 

This wonderful organisation 
is the only one that is specifically 
designed to help ex-charity ge- 
niuses down on their luck. 

Our motto is: “Once upon 

a time they blackmailed you 
into buying tickets for charity 
affoirs you bad no intention of 
going to and where you were 
bored silly and spent too much 
on the raffle. Now they would 
bke to apologise and, if it’s not 
too late, ask you for some 


more money, but for themselves ' 
this time.” 

It’s not a great motto, 
fri fact, it's a lousy slogan. - , 
But when you’re a bunch of ' 
capped out fond-raisers, it’s the 

best you can come up with. 

The Former Fund-Raisere 
fellowship desperately needs 
fends to continue its work at its 
retirement home in the New ' 
Forest, where we can house 
fund-raisers whose nerve has ■ 
gone and who cannot hear the 
^^orOdebrfiy^i- 

So, please won’t you give 
generously? ■ 

Well, just a little? 

Oh. 

Nothing? •; 

We really have lost th e ‘ 

knack, haven't we? 
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Learning humility from 
£he Woodward trial 



* 




DAVID 

;US BOURNE 

ON DAYS IN A 
BOSTON COURT 


been 


im- 


Schedc : extraordinary 
arrogance throughout 




for some weeks now J have 
■ roeised, as a front-line reporter, in the Louise 
Woodward trial. What a lot I - we - have 
learned from it. About ourselves, Aboul its 
cast of characters. About the American - 
make that Massachusetts - justice system. 
And yet, so much remains mysterious. 
Such as what really happened to Matthew 
Happen. 

One of the main lessons I have learnt, 
personally, is how dangerous predictions can 
be. How many times I made them and was 
• proven spectacularly wrong. But I was not 
^ alone. 

My greatest sin was be- 
lieving that l knew what the 
verdict would be. Like all 
. my reporting colleagues, I 
had pre-cooked a “guilty" 
story just in case the verdict 
came on final deadline, 
but I almost did not bother. 

What possessed me to as- 
sume that the jury was 
sharing my conclusion: that 
Barry Scheck and his team 
had done well enough to 
show reasonable doubt, 
and that Louise would surely be freed? 

, Even the officers of the court were con- 
vinced that Woodward would be home for 
Hallowe'en. It is not widely known, for ex- 
ample, that on the second day of the jury's 
deliberations, bailiffs of the court went so 
far as to walk the four defence lawyers 
through the best exit route from the court- 
house, by which Louise could most efficiently 
and discreetly be escorted to freedom once 
. the “not guilty” verdict came down. 

Judge Hiller ZobeT was confident that 
Woodward would be acquitted. Of that 1 am 
sure. One source reported that when he left 
the courtroom briefly between hearing the 
] word “guilty", and returning to dismiss the 
. court, Zobd was in has chambers being phys- 
ically sick. I have no idea if that is true, al- 
though I did ask him later. He did not 
’ answer, but I can believe it. Several of the 
court officers cried that night, I know. 

Worst of all. Woodward also thought she 
knew what the jury would do. Already she 
‘ was getting special treatment by the officers 
who believed in her innocence. Exception- 
ally, for example, she was being allowed to 
watch television - an episode of Seinfeld - 
, the bolding cell upstairs, when the phone 
'rang and someone announced: “The eagle 
'has landed." A verdict was in. The verdict 
that turned out to be guilty. 

' For all of this, 1 blame Scheck. His arro- 
^gance, in hindsight, was breathtaking. Only 
' when the jurors came in, their expressions 
betraying such gravity, did it even occur to 
Scheck and his colleagues that their per- 
formance - their parading of all those highly 
“remunerated, ever-so-eminent medical 
experts with their explanations about old 
injuries and re-bleeds - might not have 



washed after all. To say they were surprised 
is nor even close; Scheck looked as though 
a bomb bad exploded in his insides. 

Even in the following few days, 1 had to 
fight to restore my objectivity. A terrible 
temptation had to be resisted: to pander in 
my reporting to (he sentiment of so many 
back in Britain that a wrong had been done! 
There were some amongst my colleagues 
here who, in the bars after work, had been 
voicing doubts about Woodward even be- 
fore the verdict, especially about her testi- 
mony on the stand. Too accomplished, too 
rehearsed, just not kosher, they said. I be- 
gan to listen more carefully. 

Judge Zobel, 2 think, still believes in 
Woodward's innocence. To be sure, he 
offers a scenario for guilt, or a degree of guilt, 
in the 16-page document he issued this Man- 
day before slashing her “murder two" con- 
viction to one of manslaughter. But if he 
really believed h, he would not have taken 
that next, extraordinary, step: sentencing her 
to just the 279 days already served, and ki- 
ting her go free. 

My worst dilemma, however, is this: how 
legitimate, or haw low is it, to question in 
print the veracity of the parents of the dead 
baby? The glare of doubt has been shone 
on his mother, Deborah Eappen, especially. 
Why? This is a woman who has lost a child, 
and we, the press, decided that it would be 
good sport to throw doubt on her. “God for- 
bid," one friend said to me, “that 1 ever lose 
a child and find myself 
suddenly subjected to such 
bile." 

Only a day earlier, I 
had reported that Mrs 
Eappen had made a video- 
tape apparently coaxing 
Matthew’s elder brother, 
Brendan, to reveal some 
dread secret about Wood- 
ward, maybe about how 
once she had hurt him. It 
seems now that Mrs Eap- 
pen did not chose to make 
the video, but was asked to 
do so by the police. 

Will we ever be certain of what happened? 
Let us, for a moment anyway, entertain the 
Eappen doubters. 

The defence suspicion, never aired in 
court on the grounds that the risk of angering 
the jury was amply too great, was this: that 
Brendan, the elder brother, who is large for 
his age, caused the initial injury by leaping 
on to Matty from some height and banging 
his head. 

Does that explain thb old- wrist injury; too, 
that showed up only at autopsy? And did 
the parents know this all along, and cover 
up for their surviving son? 

What I think, changes with each day. I am 
clear, after sitting in that court for almost 
four weeks, that the case presented by the 
prosecution was lousy. Scheck, for all his 
hubris, raised reasonable doubt Had I been 
a juror, I would never have voted guilty. 
Woodward believes it when she says she is 
innocent But this may be some kind of 
denial. 

Do I really think that she did nothing to 
hurt Matthew, as she insists? I am not sure 
that 2 do. Would I leave my children in her 
care now? No, I would not What do I think 
of the decision of Judge Zobel to let her go, 
without even giving her a year or two more? 
It strikes me as indecent,' and insulting to 
the Eappens. 

Just before the trial began, 1 interviewed 
the parents of Louise Woodward, Gary and 
Susan. Now 1 wonder about this, and it dulls 
me: are they still, as they claimed then, 100 
per cent certain that their daughter did 
nothing? _ 

Or do they also now have just a sliver of 
doubt? If so, how ghastly that must be. 



Well caught! One of the axis that caused a largely ridiculous furore about images of violence by women against men 

Boys. They never get the joke. 



SUZANNE 

MOORE 

WHAT GIRL 
POWER. MEANS 


1 am as concerned as the next 
woman about adverts which 
show women being violent to- 
wards men. I don’t think there 
are anything like enough of 
them. _ 

The three ads that have been 
angled out by the Advertising 
Standards Authority - for Lee 
Jeans, showing a woman’s 
stiletto-heeled boot resting on 
the buttock of a naked man, 
with the slogan “Put the Boot 
in", the Nissan ad with a man 
clutching his crotch and the line 
“Ask Before You Borrow It", 
and the Dress to Kill cam- 
paign for Wallis which shows 
men in danger of being killed 
because they are distracted by 
beautiful women - have at- 
tracted almost 100 complaints. 
The complaints were not up- 
held, but the ASA has warned 
advertising agencies that they 
should think twice about using 
such “Girl Power" imagery. 

Three advertisements 
hardly constitute a trend in my 
book, and yet suddenly we are 
supposed to worry about mezz 
being demeaned and exploited 
in advertising imagery. These 
ads are said to be tasteless and 
sexist, and to encourage vio- 
lence against men. 

If men are really such sen- 


sitive and humourless souls 
then it’s no wonder women 
have murderous feelings to- 
wards them. Actually, I don’t 
think most men are like this. In- 
deed, from the contents of the 
tittle cards pinned up in tele- 
phone boxes everywhere, it ap- 
pears that some men are more 
than happy to pay for the priv- 
ilege of being demeaned and 
exploited by supposedly pow- 
erful women. 

Most men. I’m sure, take 
these ads with a pinch of salt, 
even though they haven’t had 
the years of training that most 
women have had in turning a 
blind eye to offensive images of 
their gender. Still it is always in- 
structive to find how any per- 
ceived shift in the balance of 
power, however tiny, is seen by 
certain men as the beginning of 
the end. On the whole the ad- 
vertising industry, despite its re- 
lentless trendiness, has lagged 
behind societal change in rep- 
resenting the lives of modern 
women. We are still Stepford 
Mums whoa? main topic of 
conversation is washing and 
gravy, or dutiful wives pre- 
pared to have sex with our hus- 
bands only because they have 
a new car. 

It is fitting that Girl Power 
should be a concept picked up 
by the ad industry. For Girl 
Pbwer is, in essence, a kind of 
re-branding 

No one wants to use the 
word “feminism" any more. 
Its just so old-fashioned, puri- 
tanical, and horror of horrors, 
political. Girl Power on the 
other hand is all about sex and 
tun and being up-front Girl 
Power is young and streetwise 
and highly individualised. Girl 
poHcr is not about collective ac- 
tion, organising crfeches or any 
of that dull business. It is about 
self-confidence and self-es- 
teem, and if you are a spotty 12- 
year-old you may well need all 
the help you can get in this de- 


partment. 

The Spice Girl version of 
Girl Power to which we are now 
in thrall is a sugared-up version 
of the original Girl Power which 
was far more angry, disturbing 
and underground. Girl power 
meant young women talking 
about self-harming and men- 
struation rather than it being 
just another way of pulling 
boys. It meant pictures of girls 
with too much make-up who 
had scrawled “whore" on their 
stomachs, who were refusing 
the traditional discourses of 
femininity, who were slightly 
scary and out of control. The 
Spices, we know, are very much 
in control and not really scary 
at alL They’re so in control, in 
fact, that after giving Nelson 
Mandela the best day of his life 
(be said it, not me) they decided 
to sack their manager and go 
it alone. It’s all slavery, you see. 

I fear for their future mainly 
on the grounds that I don’t 
know a single girl child who 
thinks they are cool any longer, 
and as this their core market 1 
wonder what this bunch of rail - 
tionaires will do with them- 
selves. They have saturated 
the market to such an extent 
that there hardly appears to be 
a product that they haven’t en- 
dorsed. Their talent is not 
ringing and dancing but mar- 
keting and promotion. 

Eventually, though, even 
the little girls understand that 
at the centre of all this mar- 
keting, the product itself, the 
music, is not that interesting. In 
a dizzying spiral of consumerist 
confusion the Spice Girls have 
been so busy lending credence 
to other products that they 
have almost forgotten to pro- 
duce one of their own. 

Girl Power, as a form of 
branding, as a way of pushing 
yet more product, is ultimately 
unthreatening, as it is always 
about sexuality and tittle else. 
The central notion - that gjrls 


Tough love: How to flirt with tycoons and stay a virgin 

- .^^Mnne uihirh remse which! because mhr ant seekmc elements of the orivate is a strict can on total emen. Knhl snrl Rnmnnr 



! &QNALD 
MACINTYRE 
ON LABOUR 
AND CASH 

What are the long-term lessons 
from the Ecclestone affair. 
The one certainly positive out- 
come will be a revolution m 

pirty funding. Sir Patrick NciU. 
chairman of the committee on 
standards in "public lifo ^ 
Lbrd Nolan’s successor, is 
obviously keen to carry out 
tfefimdamental review that wilt 
b? needed before next summer. 

' There is a historic irony 


: was set up after the casb- 

for-questions affair ,n 


emergency conditions which 
made it virtually impossible 
for the government of the day 
to ignore its findings, so Sir 
pa trick’s enquiry into political 
funding, though always in- 
tended by the new govern- 
ment, begins its enquiry in 
circumstances that also make it 
difficult for the government of 
the day to ignore what he pro- 
poses. Sir Patrick is in 3 power- 
ful position, all the more so 
since there is now no danger 
that whatever he recommends 

wfll be seen as an attack on one 

party rather than another. 

There isn't an instant, easy 
answer. A cap on spending 
much discussed m the fast 48 

boms, & undoubtedly deOT^le. 
Because broadcasters in the UK. 

have a statutory duty to be im- 
partial, and because there k no 

paid-for TV advertising, there 
\s n o reason, as Paddy Ash- 
down’s Liberal Democrats have 
shown, why national campaigns 
shouldn’t be fougit with a 
great deal less money than 
they are at present by the two 
biggest parties. But a cap stdl 
makes it possible for big busi- 
nesses, or trade unions, or ani- 
mal rights lobbies, to spend 
millions on advertising for a 


cause which, because only one 
main party believes in it, is ideD- 
tifiabjy helpful to that party in 
an election campaign. 

Public funding also has its 
powerful opponents, inside and 
outside the Government. One 
ground for opposition is the 
strong, belief that taxpayers 
would object to paying for the 
upkeep of party politics. An- 
other is that it could fossilise po- 
litical parties, accentuating the 
historic relative fall in individ- 
ual membership, and making 
them even, more sclerotic or- 
ganisations than they are al- 
ready. And a third, which 
worries some in the Labour Par- 
ty, is that it will spell the end 
of the final institutional link be- 
tween party and the trade 
unions. 

AM these objections, how- 
ever, are worth a little more 
examination than they have 
had so far. Certainly it seems 
a bit risky to expect the public 
to cough up for their politicians, 
who enjoy, with journalists, 
lower popular esteem than any 
occupational group including 
estate agents. On the other 
band the public also don’t 
much like money being thrown 
at politicians by the more self- 


seeking elements of the private 
scctor.-as the electors of Thtton 
demonstrated when they chose 
Martin Bell in preference to 
Neil Hamilton. And as Vernon 
Bogdanor, professor of govern- 
ment, argued yesterday, the 
public do already pay for a lot 
of their politics through their 
taxes, whether through state 
subsidies for the Opposition, fix 
public meeting-rooms and free 
delivery of election addresses, 
or though their BBC licence 
fees in providing party election 
broadcasts. There is even, in- 
credibly, tax relief on donations 
to political parties. Secondly, if 
state funding were tied to party 
membership on a pound-for- 
pound basis - as some Tory 
politicians such as Tristan Garel 
Jones have suggested in the past 
- it could have a galvanising ef- 
fect on membership recruit- 
ment. Finally, while some may 
strongly oppose ending union 
funding, there are others, in 
trade unions, as well as in the 
party, who believe that the 
final break is in the interests of 
both- But .even if the Neill 
committee doesn’t come out in 
favour of a wholesale shift to 
state funding, the very mini- 
mum it will surely contemplate 


is a strict cap on total expen- 
diture -as well, probably, as on 
individual donations - with To- 
tal disclosure. That means 
amounts as well as names held 
on a publicly respectable reg- 
ister, continuously updated. 

But the second lesson has to 
do with the Government's deal- 
ings with . rich and powerful 
businessmen. Ever since the ex- 
istence of the Ecclestone do- 
nation came to light the Ibries 
have been severely inhibited in 
their attacks, because of the 
awe-inspiring level of their own 
indebtedness to Mr Ecclestone 
in the past Perhaps that's why 
not a single Tbry on Wednesday 
even asked the Prime Minister 
a pointed question about 
whether the donation was re- 
ferred to Sir Patrick Neill only 
after the first questions from 
journalists, late in the day last 
Friday. As an opposition, there- 
fore, it has been more tainted 
than the Government But it’s 
questionable, first whether Mr 
Ecdestorte was asuitabte donor 
for Labour in the first place, 
and secondly whether his advice 
on the dire consequences of ap- 
plying the sponsorship ban was 
as disinterested as the Prime 
Minister - and perhaps Helmut 


Kohl and Romano Prodi, who 
also both saw Mr Ecclestone - 
appear to have assumed it was. 
Harnessing business support 
was an essential and entirely 
honourable part of what Blair 
brought to New Labour. But 
when it comes to party don- 
ations, or simply bending the 
Prime Ministerial ear in the 
warmth of the Downing Street 
study, three is a distinction be- 
tween the broad and collective 
view of a group of company 
chairmen about where the na- 
tional interest lies, say, on Eur- 
ope, and the single-minded 
pursuit of commercial success 
by one interest or another. 

Blair will have to show that 
he can face down business 
opinion on occasion, as well as 
bow to it He has already shown 
that he is capable of leading, as 


ion. The painstaking education 
of employers in the logic and 
justice of tfae national minimum 
wage was a stunning success. 
But there will be other fights. 
Blair has triumphed over the 
vested interests in his own 
party. But . there are vested 
interests in business as well, 
whether or nor they come with 
an open cheque book. 


or women are more “up for it” 
than they were before - will 
hardly bring aboul the collapse 
of the West. 

Indeed the men’s maga- 
zines are falling over themselves 
at the moment to produce sur- 
veys that suggest that young 
women are increasingly sexually 
predatory and “experimental". 
In your dreams, you might 
even believe what you read in 
sex surveys. 

Genuine Girl Power may, of 
course, be about not caring 
what men think, about some- 
thing more than a titillating fan- 
tasy. It is still difficult to 
correlate the imagery of Girl 
Pbwer that is prevalent in all 
teen magazines - for instance 
“20VHbystoInsultaBcry"-wjth 
what is really going on for 
most girls. 

Certainly there is a confid- 
ence amongst young women 
that is very hopeful, a realisation 
of the importance of female 
friendships and an expectation 
of equality both at school and 
in the future. Yet the same old 
sexual double standards exist 
and are reported to exist by mis- 
erable teenage girls who are ter- 
rified of the names that boys 
might call them. 

What would really help 
these girls is to see images of 
powerful women that are not 
reducible to sexuality. Girl 
power as a kind of sexual brav- 
ado is essentially limiting. And 


that is all that is going on in 
these supposedly offensive ads. 
The people who complained 
about them are doubtless the 
same people who talk about hu- 
mourless feminists, who resent 
every peony given to research 
into breast cancer on the 
grounds that men get testicular 
cancer, who think that women 
because of positive discrim- 
ination get all the best jobs, and 
who feel that men should not 
have to provide for any children 
that they father. 

The fragility of contemp- 
orary masculinity is wondrous 
to behold. Is it such a delicate 
thing, that it must be protect- 
ed at all times by bodies such 
as the Advertising Standards 
Authority? Women, I suppose, 
are simply hardened by being 
bombarded by imagery about 
what women should be, so they 
lake it all rather lightly- unless 
of course they acquire an eat- 
ing disorder and kill them- 
selves. Men who will fare best 
in a changing world are surely 
the ones that do not take them- 
selves so seriously, and who re- 
alise that Girl JYwer as it is now 
played out is more of a cheeky 
giggle than the demented cack- 
le of a power-crazed domina- 
trix. Women, you may rest 
assured, are still a long way 
from having the last laugh. In 
the meantime, the odd snigger 
at men's expense is only to be 
expected. 
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Dive in Nikkei 
leaves Japanes 
banks in crisis 


Revealed - what Credit Suisse really thinks about BZW 


The crisis threatening Japan’s 
banking system deepened 
yesterday, with experts predicting 
the country's government might 
have to mount a rescue. And as 
one big American bank reported 
huge trading fosses due to the 
recent financial market turmoil, 
Alan Greenspan said the US 
should be ready to help bail out 
Asia. Diane Coyle, Economics 
Editor, reports. 


The widespread coo»o^ab6ut the sys- 
tern's fragility was refiectedjai theiaaeased 
premium being demanded ofJ&pkm»c' 

banlSbOAivnwiiJgfimdsniciir rHfyqi esgiflp ay 

chan yea yesterday. Some, were?’ bcmk 


The Independent* was yesterday 
able to listen in to a highly 

confidential global video 
conference held for Credit Suisse 
First Boston's managing directors 
in London, New York and 
Kong to discuss and celebrate 
the acquisition of BZW*s equities 
and investment banking business 
on Wednesday. John Wikock reports. 


Tbe fear that many of Japan's banks are 
□ear to collapse as a result of diving share 
prices has led to a ballooning in the so- 
called “Japan premium” in recent days. To 
borrow in the international interbank 
market, Japanese banks are having to pay 
up to three-eights of a percentage point 
more than American banks for money, it 
was reported in Tokyo yesterday. 

The ratings agency IBCA announced 
that it was downgrading the already low rat- 
ings for three banks, Fuji, Industrial Bank 
of Japan and Sakura. Another three, Dai- 
ip.hi Kangyo Bank, Sanwa and Sumitomo, 
were placed on a negative -rating watch”. 

David Marshall. IBCA's Asia-Pacific di- 
rector, said: u The Japanese banks are extra- 
ordinarily weak.” The risk that they would 
default was negligible thanks to Ministry 
of Finance guarantees, he said, but the low 
individual ratings assigned to the banks re- 
flected their dismal financial condition. 

-At some point the government would 
have to step in with an explicit guarantee 
of the banking system,” Mr Marshall said. 

The sharp fall in the Nikkei index, now 
approaching 15.000 compared with 21,000 
in July when the Asian turmoil started, is 
the source of the banks' solvency problems. 
Many have invested two or three times their 
share capital in the stock market, so a 20 
per cent fall in the Nikkei translates into 
a 40 per cent or bigger drop in their own 
capital. A level of 15,000 for the index is 
extremely worrying, while 14,000 is crisis- 
level. “It is a problem for absolutely all of 
them." said IBCA's Mr Marshall 


cent interbank rate paid by big Americas 
or European banks. Stephen Lewi% aPLon- 
don Bond Broking, said: “This is a very 
clear glide to what banks in the market re- 
ally think about whether there is sysffemic 
risk in Japan.’' 

The Japan premium first appeared in 
1995 wben the scale of the banks’ bad prop- 
erty loans emerged. It re-opened last 
week and has increased sharply this week. 

Alan Greenspan, the Federal Reserve 
Board chairman, indicated yesterday that 
America should stand ready to stabilise the 
Asian financial crisis. Having already 
helped by not raising US interest rates on 
Wednesday, despite dear sig ns of an over- 
heating domestic economy, be said: “It is 
in the interest of the United Stales and oth- 
er nations around the world to encourage 
appropriate poliqy adjustments and, where 
required, provide temporary financial 
assistance." 

Tbe Fed chairman’s comments came as 
Chase Manhattan reported a $160m 
(£94m) before-tax trading loss in October. 
It said this was due to “unusually volatile 
and adverse” conditions, especially in 
emerging markets. Chase has a big pres- 
ence in Latin America. Mr Greenspan also 
warned yesterday that the US economy 
would be affected by the turmoil in Japan 
and South-east Asia. He said: “To date tbe 
direct impact of these developments on the 
US economy has been modest, but it can 
be expected not to be negligible.” 

Heavy buying by Japanese pension 
funds helped prop up the Nikkei yesterday. 
It ended just 7 points lower at 15,427.27, 
but had plummeted to as low as 15,08322 
earlier. Farther declines are expected. 

Hong Kong staged a slight recovery, the 
Hang Seng index rising 113 points to 
9,720.78. 

Shares in London and New York were 
little changed yesterday. The FTSE 100 fell 
9 points to 471 1, while the Dow Jones was . 
26 points up at 7,427.35 by midday. 
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Merely by quoting “Project ** *° 

a telephone operator yesterday, The 
Independent was able to access a private 
video conference for CSFB’s top brass, dur- 
ing which they gloried in the acquisition of 
BZW’s equities and investment banking 
divisions this week for a paltry £l00m. 

During the half-hour conference they 
forecast in the London-based 

bank's back office activities, and further re- 
dundancies among some of the investment 
bankers where they overlapped with CSFR 

A UK executive b oaste d of the “carrot 
-anti-stick” methods CSFB was using to get 
BZW employees to sign up for the Swiss 


Under the City’s glare: Credit Suisse's London. Dockland* building as seen 


as 200 top people,” the UK director said. 
The “staff retention plan" operated by 
CSFB offered them 3 years vesting stock 
in CSFB as the carrot t, and the stick was 
represented by lengthy non-competition 
clauses. 

Allan Wheat chief operating officer of 
CSFB, chimed in from New York, answer- 
ing another director's question as to why the 
bank had not bought the Asian and Aus- 
tralian bits of BZW, as it had originally of- 
fered to do. Mr Wheat explained that the 
Asian operatkxs were for the most part start- 
ups which were not profitable, that there 
were too many locations to cover. Asia was 
“too big a bite for us”. Specifically, Mr Wheat 
said, BZW’s Japan business was “a loser”. 

“We haven’t anyone to send there.” 
Then to raucous laughter from his fellow 
directors, Mr Wheat added: “I don’t know 
anyone I dislike enough to send there.” He 
concluded: “We chickened out on that." 

Back in London, a UKbasad director said 
that for the £100m paid to Barclays, CSFB 
is getting £150th net assets, while the staff 
retention plan will cost £5Gm. “No goodwill 
[was paid for] in this transaction," the director 
sad. He added: “Wfe will keep JBZW’s] space 
in the Barclays building — we wffl rent space 
from then on fairly cheap terms.” 

Theintegration of the two banks will be 


from the offices of The Independenf last night :«■* Photograph: Peter Macdfamtfd ‘Scry complex”, said the director. It will in- 


those recruited over the last year. There 
will be some redundancies - but the bua-j 
ness compliments it (CSFBJ very welL ; 

One British questioner asked why two 
American investment banks, Donald^op 
Lufkin Jenrette (DU) and Bankers’ Tm 
walked away from table in the final stag* 
of the battle for BZW. 

Mr Wheat said: “DU has about 
40 people in Europe - period.” He added 
thaL the original deal offered by Martin Tky- 
lor, chief executive at Barclays, had bee$ 
“all or nothing”. DU had concluded that 
“this thing is just too big a bite." 

Bankers’ Thist dropped out of the bid- 
ding because, Mb’ Wheal said, it was “nett 
viewed as a preferred emj ‘oyer by [BZWsJ 
employees.” ...... 

Commerzbank was extremely interest . 
ed, but the employees didn’t want to be en £ -y 
ployed by Commerzbank or lNG, “so that 
was the end of that,” he said. “Bankers' 
Trust is now going after NatWest” „ - • 

And so, the conference drew to. a 
close, and a great British name in 
investment banking disappeared into the' 
history books. 


STOCK MARKETS 


Railtrack to cut 1 ,000 managers’ jobs 
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Railtrack is to sweep 
away 1,000 jobs over the 
next two years, many of 
them in management 
positions, after 
concluding that its 
present organisational 
structure is unable to 
cope with the demands 
on the rail network. 
tAkhad Harrison examines 
how Sir Bob Horton, 
chairman, is getting to 
grips with the 
bureaucracy inherited 
from the old BR. . 


INTEREST rates 


Short sterling UKlOyeargBt US long bond 
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The cutbacks are Che equivalent 
to 10 per cent of Rail track’s 
10,600-strong workforce and 
will see whole layers of man- 
agement abolished. So for this 
year 300 jobs have disappeared, 
many of them managerial posts, 


and the target is to reduce 
manning at a rate of 500 a year. 

Two entire layers of man- 
agement have already been 
stripped out of Rafltrack’s prop- 
erty division and its engineer- 
ing and production division as 
part of the restructuring, which 
goes by the name of the C- 
Change programme. Sir Bob 
said Railtrack could not expect 
to demand efficiency improve- 
meats from its suppliers such as 
the infrastructure and track re- 
newal companies, it did not 
tackle its own over-bureau- 
cratic structure. 

The changes were also vital 
if Railtrack were to meet its 
£lCfc>n investment programme in 
the rail network and respond to 
the challenge set down by the 
Rail Regulator, John Swift. 

Gerald Corbett, Rail track's 
new chief executive, said: “Fu- 
ture challenges placed on us by 
the growth in the network, the 
demands of our customers, the 


demands of other stakeholders 
and the scale of our investment 
programme are such that as cur- 
rently configured, we would be 
unable to cope. 

“Wfc have to increase the re- 
sponsiveness of our organisation 
and push decision malting down- 
wards and outwards to where die 
customers are. The organisation 
is too rigid, too hierarchical We 
tend to look inwards and up- 
wards, not outwards.” 

He was speaking as Rafl track 
announced a 10 per cent rise in 
pre-tax profits in the first half 
of the year to £190m, an 8 per 
cent increase in the dividend 
and a 38 per cent increase in in- 
vestment to £5 20m. 

Costs involved in the re- 
dundancy programme and tack- 
ling the millennium computer 
timebomb were £1 8m in the fist 
six months and Mr Corbett 
said he expected the Year 2000 
date change to cost it £30m- 
£40m in total. 


After the hardi criticism met- 
ed out in the past by the regu- 
lator and the Government over 
its investment performance, 
Railtrack said qjending would be 
on target by the turn of the year. 

Investment on station im- 
provements would reach £15 Qm 
by the end cf tfaeyearwhile spend- 
ing on track renewal was nowweD 
ahead of the programme agreed 
with tbe regulator. 

In contrast to his caustic 
comments at the time of Rail- 
track’s final results announce- 
ment last summer, Mr Swift was 
almost praiseworthy of the com- 
pany's per fo r ma nce, saying that 
its interim results showed im- 
provements were under way. 

Mr Corbett cast doubt an 
whether Railtrack would take 
port in the high-speed Channel 
Tunnel Rail link, saying it was 
cautious about the project, 
which is expected to cost 
£3-5bn-£4bn before financing 
costs. 


BAe and Rolls win 
£400m launch aid 
for new jets 


The Government is 
granting Rolls-Royce and 
British Aerospace £400 m 
in launch aud to build 
engines and airframes 
for a new generation of 
Airbus and Boeing jets. 
Michael Harrison reports on 
the most ambitious 
public-private 
partnership yet between 
the Blair administration 
and industry. 


Money Market Rates 

_ 3 mutt 1 irtao 1 year Iwda 

W 7.71 1.33 7.34 l.flS 

US 5.88 0,38 6.03 0.34 

Japan 0.45 -0.05 0.51 -0.14 


Germany 3.76 0.58 4.17 087 (Te 


Bond Yields 
10 war lytcfca 

6.70 -O.fll 

5.82 -0 3* 

1.82 -q.fr 


1 wefca Lonobaad 1 yrcbj 

-0-80 fi.60 -121 

-0.38 6.07 -0.35 

-fl-94 2.41 -T.00 

-0.20 6.22 -0.49 


Molins issues fifth profits 
warning this year 


South West Water warns of 
possible £7m setback in Italy 
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Molins, the packaging and cig- 
arette machines group, yester- 
day announced its fifth profits 
warning this year and said that 
it was cutting around 500 jobs, 
in the UK in response to a 
falling demand from tbe key 
Chinese market. Shares in the 
company, which have slumped 
from over 900p at the start of 
the year, fell another 72-5p yes- 
terday to 327-Sp, a five-year low. 

Peter Harrisson, chief exec- 
utive, said that previously strong 
demand from China, where 
Molins supplies rolling ma- 
chines to the huge state tobac- 
co industry, had showed no 
sign of resuming and orders pre- 
viously in the bag continued to 
be delayed. As a result the 
company is cutting a quarter of 
its 2,000 workforce in tobacco 
machinery over the next three 
months, most in the UK from 
Its High Wycombe factory. 

The news is the latest in a 
•horrendous year for the com- 
pany. In July Molins was forced 
to reveal that accounting ir- 


regularities at its VS corrugated 
packaging business were larger 
than expected and in Septem- 
ber it was farced to retract a July 
statement that the future of its 
tobacco machinery business 
was “encouraging.'’ Asked 
whether shareholders were 
putting pressure on manage- 
ment, Mr Harrisson said: “No 
one had been bold enough to 
ask about my position.” 

He said the restructuring, 
which involves asset writedowns, 
would cost £I6m in the second 
half on top of £l-5m restruc- 
turing charge in the first half and 
£L3m provision to cover the ac- 
counting irregularities. As a re- 
sale. he said, profits for the 
second half of the yearwouid be 
lower than the first half. 

Mr Harrisson who has 
threatened to sue KPMG, its 
former auditors, over the ir- 
regularities which took place 
over 10 years said Molins was 
still in talks with KPMG. 

- Sameena Ahffiod 
Investment column, page 24 


Sooth West Water yesterday 
became the latest utility to run 
into trouble overseas after 
warning that it may have to take 
a £7m charge to withdraw from 
a joint venture in Italy. 

Tbe group raid it was now 
reviewing its investment in Siba, 
a 50:50 venture formed two 
years ago with the Milan-based 
contracting group Emi t, to bid 
for local water and sewerage 
franchises. 

South Wfest said that because 
of public spending cuts in Italy 
- the result of the Italian gov- 
ernment's attempts to qualify 
for economic and monetary 
union - the joint venture com- 
pany had not progressed as 
hoped, picking up only two 
contracts, one of which was 
embroiled in funding problems. 

A decision on whether to 
withdraw from tbe venture is ex- 
pected in the next two months. 
South West lost £300,000 in the 
first half of the year on Siba and 
would have to write-off £I.lm 
of direct investment and a fur- 


ther £6m of goodwill if it with- 
draws altogether. 

News of the setback came as 
South West announced unchan- 
ged profits of £68m for the first 
half, an 8 per cent increase in 
the interim dividend and fore- 
cast that water restrictions were 
unlikely next summer because 
of its investment programme to 
improve supplies. Its reservoirs 
are 63 per cent full compared 
with 50 per cent this time last 
year. After paying a windfall tax 
of £104m. South West report- 
ed an after-tax loss of £40m. 

The company also con- 
firmed that it is paying £450,000 
to lake a 50 per cent stake in 
Enviro -Logic, an independent 
consultancy with applications to 
develop 29 water supply 
schemes around the country. 

Ken Harvey, the chairman 
who is still looking for a chief 
executive to hand over res- 
ponsibilities to, described the 
investment as an Important 
development which South West 
intended to pursue with vigour. 


Rolls-Royce last night an- 
nounced that it was receiving 
£ 2 Q 0 m in launch investment 
from the Department of Trade 
and Industry to develop three 
new versions of its Trent engine, 
for a range of Boeing and Air- 
bus jets. 

This is the first launch aid tbe 

company has received since 
1986 and will be repaid through 
a levy on sales of the aircraft, 
which Rolls-Royce expects to 
reach £50bn over the next 20 
years. 

Separately, British Aero- 
space is expected to be told 
shortly that it will receive about 
£200m to develop wings for a 
new stretched version of the 
Airbus A340 long-range jet. 
The A340-5 00/600 series will 
cany 375 passengers - enabling 
it to compete directly with some 
versions of tbe Boeing jumbo 
jet. 

John Battle, the Minister for 
Science, Energy- and Industry, 
described the investment in 
Rolls-Royce as a “partnership 
with industry and an inv estme nt 

in the future". 

In effect the Government 
will become a risk and revenue 
Sharing partner in the three 
new Ttent programmes, taking 
a J? per cent stake in return 
for a share in future profits. 
Rolls has already contracted 20 

per cent of the Trent 700 and 

programme to overseas 
companies. 


The three new engines are 
the Trent 500, which will power 
the stretched Airbus, the Trent 
8104, which wifi power a long- 
range version of the Boeing’!?? 
and the Trent 600, which will 
power larger versions of the i 
Boeing 747 and 767. > 

Sir Ralph Robins, Rolls: 
chairman, said the three new 
engines would take it into -a 
whole new area of the aircraft 
market, enabling it to capture 
more than 40 per cent-, of 
potential sales. The altera* 
rive, he said, would have befen 
to invite commercial risk and 
revenue sharing partners on to 
the Trent programme but this 
would have meant jobs and 
work going abroad. . , ; ^ 

Rolls received launch aid for 
the original RB21 1 engine, the 
Spey and the V2500 but sigfefc 
icantly, the last gove rn mem 
decided not to fund the launch 
of the Trent programme. Saf& 
of the Trent 700 and SOti^ 
now $7bn (£4bri) and it has 
captured 38 per cent of the 
market to power the two wjjle- 
bodied jets, the 777 and the Airt 
bus A330. - - ■ ■ 

RoDs is repaying about £36m 

of launch aid to the Govwb* 
ment each year while total's*** 
repayments, including thaw? 
made to BAe, are due to total 
£500m over the next five 
as aircraft like the Airbus A&0 
begin to pay their way. "* <*t 
The stretched A340 is cc®l 4 
ing BAe and its three aMrw 
partners about £2bq to devefou 
BAe is limited to a maxim™ 
launch aid of 33 per cent orf B 

share of the costs. • 

Both BAe and RoUs<wffl 
sjck launch investment 
from the Government for the 

60a J eat double-decker super 
jumbo, the A3XX,whichX 

bus hopes to launch beforedhe 

end of the century. The aircraft 
would cost at least $8bn toxift - 
veiop, with some estimate 
putting it as high as S20bn, and 
10 enter services 
til 2005 at the earliest. . . 
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Call it anything, but please don’t call it aid 


i .OUTLOOK 

‘ ON government 

. AID FOR ROLLS- 
-ROYCE, BUSINESS 
.‘ AND POLITICS. AND 
the CBI’S problem 
WITH EMU 
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Please don't call it subsidy or state sup- 
port and don't even refer to it as launch 
aid. Now that New Labour bas established 
itself as the natural party of business it 
invests in partnerships with industry on 
a risk and revenue sharing basis. What- 
ever fancy term you chose to dress it up, 
£200m of Government money winged its 
way from Whitehall yesterday and the 
lucky recipient was Rolls-Royce, which win 
use the money to help fund three new 
Trent engines for the next generation of 
Airbus and Boeing jets. Stand by for an- 
other £200ro to be dispensed any day now 
to another worthy cause, British Aero- 
space, which is also on the new Airbus 
programme. 

Repayable launch aid is hardly new - 
it is the way Europe competes with the bil- 
lions of dollars pumped into the US aero- 
space industry through indirect support 
for defence and space programmes. Nev- 
ertheless, yesterday’s deal is some thing of 
a ground breaker for Rolls and a feather 
in the cap of its chairman Sir Ralph 
Robins. 

When the original Trent programme, 
Rolls mast important engine development 
since the original RB211, was launched a 
decade ago Mrs Thatcher turned up her 
□ose. She baulked at the cost and Rolls' 
prospects in a market dominated by GE 
and Pratt & Whitney of the US and refused 
to cough up a penny. Rolls was forced in- 
stead to go cap in hand to the Japanese, 
offering them a slice of the action in re- 
turn for some upfront stake money. 

That has turned out to be a poor de- 
cision. The first two versions of the Heat 


have scooped nearly 40 per cent of the 
market for engines to power the latest 
widebodied Airbus and Boeing jets and 
Rolls redams it can capture a similar share 
with its latest versions. 

In fact earlier launch aid for other pro- 
grammes is now turning into something 
of a cash cow for the Treasury. Rolls is 
contributing £30m a year while total re- 
payments over the nod few years will swell 
the Exchequer's coffers by some £500m. 
Doubtless BAe and Rolls will employ 
these arguments when they go for the big 
one - £70Qra in launch aid for the 600-seat 
double-decker Airbus super jumbo, the 
A3XX- John Battle, the industry minis- 
ter, will need more evidence that a 
market exists for that project. 

An explosive mix 
with politics 

Launch aid is one thing, but in most cases 
business and Government just don't mix, 
as Labour, brimming full of naive en- 
thusiasm for a genuine partnership with 
business when it find came into office, is 
discovering to its cost. 

Most businessmen or companies when 
they donate money to political parlies ex- 
pect no more than to influence policy in 
a way which is generally favourable to the 
business environment. As much as any- 
thing, the purpose is that of getting their 
voice heard On rare occasions, the mo- 
tive is one of genuine altruism. But a size- 
able minority expect rather more than that 
and this is where the difficulties begin, in 


many instances the purpose is to influence 
policy in favour of a particular commer- 
cial interest or against another. 

That is certainly what the brewing lob- 
by attempted to do with the last govern- 
ment, with some success. And it may have 
beenBcmie Fnrieanng ’g fntnnfirm wirti his 
pre-election gift to the Labour Party and 
his more recent offer erf financial assistance, 
though be denies this. In extreme cases, 
and we do not suggest Mr Ecclestone is 

one of these, the purpose is the overtly cor- 
rupt one of winning favours and contracts. 

Perhaps the mosL surpising thing 
about the Ecclestone case is that Labour 
should have fallen into such a well sign- 
posted trap. For the roots of Labour’s 
naivity on all this look back to the 
Labour Party conference of two years aga 
This was the occasion of the famous deal 
launched with much fanfare between 
British Telecom and Tony Blair, under 
which BT would be released early from 
the ban on carrying broadcast entertain- 
ment across its network in return for 
wiring schools and other public institu- 
tions to the super highway. 

In practice this turned out to be a rel- 
atively harmless sweetheart deal of lim- 
ited significance. But it none the less 
established the principle that New Labour 
is prepared to grant commercial favours 
in return for something back. . 

This is “you scratch my back and 111 
scratch yours" politics and Mr Blair 
should not be surprised if some people 
think it corrupt. The purpose of Gov- 
ernment is to establish a level playing field 
of public policy for business to operate . 


in, not to favour one set of commercial 
interests over another or to be in any way 
beholden to these interests. For every 
businessmen that Government favours, 
there wffl be another that the fevour dam- 
ages. Labour seems to be learning about 
this rather obvious truism the hard way. 

Is the CBI the 
voice of business? 

If the Confederation of British Industry 
t ho u ght this week’s annual conference was 
dominated to an excessive degree by the 
single currency debate, then just wait un- 
til the great and the good of business re- 
convene in Birmingham in a year’s time. 

By then EMU will be a mere two 
months away. The hysterical euro polar- 
isation of the last week may, with the ben- 
efit of hindsigh t, be remembered more 
like a sixth form balloon debate. By then, 
we win know who is in and who is out of 
EMU and the exchange rates at which the 
first wave will enter. The Blair adminis- 
tration will be staying out of Europe’s 
most ambitious project while simultane- 
ously lending from the front and the CBI 
will probably have produced another 
survey of its membership showing still 
more support for the single currency. 

Unfortunately, we will not know 
whether business support has actually in- 
creased because the CBI, deverly, never 
asks the same question twice, preferring 
instead to ask the question likely to illic- 
it the biggest yes vote. And we will still not 
know whether the CBI really does speak 


for the broad sweep of British buaness or 
merely tbe big multinational boltaboiB'wiih 
little geographic allegiance to Britain. 

RiraO the CBTs unwavering support for 

a single currency, the fact is its member- 
ship has not lashed itself to the euro mast 

with quite the same enthusiasm as the dub 
itself. The longest and the loudest ovation 
this week was reserved not for Gordon 
Brown or Niall FitzGerald, both euro en- 
thusiasts. 

Actually it went to William Hague. Ei- 
ther the euro lemmings secretly agree with 

much of the Toiy leader’s prognosis on 
EMU or they must have a real Wring for 
self flagellation. The euro engenders 
real dislike among a significant swathe of 
the business community for whom EMU 
signifies higher labour and social costs as 
much as lower transaction charges. Be- 
cause the CBI is by its very nature cor- 
poradst in its approach, it finds it difficult 
to reflect these nuances and shades of 
opinion. The same is true whether it is 
speaking as the voice of British business 
on working hours or green taxes or even 
late payment for that matter. 

Martin Thylor, the chief executive of 
Barclays, summed it up best when he said 
the choice facing business was to dedde 
whether the economic risks of joining 
EMU were outweighed by the political 
risks of remaining outside. Between now 
and next November, the choice facing 
many company executives will be to de- 
cide whether to stay with an organisation 
that is bound to misrepresent some of 
diem on one of the most fundamental eco- 
nomic and political decisions this century. 


Britain beats off German 
and US competition in bid 
to produce ‘baby’ Jaguar 
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Agreement has been 
reached to keep the 
production of all Jaguar 
(tolars in Britain. Barrie 
uement , Labour Editor, 
finds unions expressing 
confidence that the new 
“mini-Jag” will be made 
on. Merseyside. . 

The Ford plant at Halewood 
has been chosen to manufac- 
ture the new “baby" Jaguar as 
pait of an understanding 
reached by union leaders, it 
emerged yesterday. The 
Merseyside complex has beaten 
off bids from rival Ford sites in 
Germany and the USA to 
make the new model union of- 
ficials have been told. 

Final decisions will have to 
beunade by the US-based Ford 
Motor Company, which bought 
Jaguar in 1989, but motor in- 
dustry unions are confident 
that Halewood win be chosen. 
It is understood that the boards 
both Jaguar and Ford in 
■ Britain are behind the Hale- 
wood option and it is thought 
that the ul tima te owners in 
America will rubber-stamp die 
decision. The American direc- 
tors met yesterday at their 
headquarters in Dearborn, 

near Detroit, but ft was unclear 
whether the Jaguar project was 
bn the agenda. 

■ ; As part of the agreement 
smock by unions, management 
hasissned guarantees about the 
future of existing Jaguar plants 


in Coventry and Castle Brom- 
wich to meet the concerns of 
workers there. The Transport 
and General Workers’ Union 
has been told that existing 
models will continue to be 
built in the Midlands towns and 
that the plants win also manu- 
facture future Jaguar marques. 
It was accepted, however, that 
Halewood was the only plant 
owned by Fbrd in the UK with 
sufficient spare capacity to take 
the new model which is in- 
tended to compete with the 
BMW 3 series. 

Unions concluded a deal 
with Ford earlier this year 
which included a promise that 
a “multi-purpose" vehicle 
would be built at Halewood and 
it is understood that drat the 
new mini Jaguar, codenamed 
X400, will be manufactured on 
Merseyside instead. 

Some industry sources be- 
lieve the “Ford Halewood" 
name - with all its past associ- 
ations with union militancy - 
might be ditched as part of an 
attempt to make the project 
more consumer-friendly. 

Tbpy Woodley, chief nego- 
tiator for the motor industry at 
tbe transport union, said that the 
prospect of the “quintessen- 
tiaHy British" car being built 
overseas may have been averted. 

“We believe there is a gen- 
uine business logic that the new 
baby Jaguar should be built in 
the this country. We find it in- 
explicable and Tm sure the 
Jaguar-buying public would 
find it inexplicable if this 


vehicle was to be built outside 
the country." Mr Woodley said. 

He warned, however, that 
the final decision would depend 
on the support the Government 
could offer. Officials at the 
Department of Trade and In- 
dustry insisted last night there 
had been no “formal” approach 
for financial aid under Regjonal 
Selective Assistance, but it is 
known the Government is well 
disposed towards tbe project. 

Mr Woodley said; “The 
quality and efficiency of tbe 
Halewood plant, coupled with 
its capacity, leads me to believe 
that Britain and Halewood 
should win tbe day on business 
logic. It would be in nobody’s 
interests fox Jaguar to move 
outride the UK.” . 

An official statement from 
Ford said that a study team 
from Jaguar was still evaluating 
the potential production rites 
in Britain, Europe and Amer- 
ica. While the evaluation in- 
cluded a review of Halewood, 
ilwastoo eariy to speculate on 
tbe final outcome of die review. 

The statement conceded 
that management had been in 
discussions with unkms over the 
implications if Halewood was 
the choice. “The company has 
reached a good measure of 
agreement, but naturally details 
are stiU a matter between the 
company and file unions." 

Ford has already backed 
heavy investment for its Jaguar 
subsidiary to build a second sa- 
loon, codenamed X20Q, at 
Castle Bromwich. 



Homfi of tiie new Tkaby Jag': Unions and management have ; 


to production at the Halewood plant 
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Capital Radio’s £87m Virgin bid may 
foul of MMC advertising objections 


General Cable lobbies Brussels to complain 
about BSkyB charges for sport and films 
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Capital. Radio may have 
to outsource Virgin 
Ifculio’s advertising sales 
if the deai to merge the 

t ragroups is to get 
earance from the 
Mbnopolies and Mergers 
(Commission, according 
to City sources. Cathy 

Newman assesses the 

chances of the merger 
being cleared, and the 
jduieat from a rival bid 
launched yesterday by 
Chris Evans, the DJ. 

Capital is known to have spen 1 
some time discussing the effect. 
o£its£87m bid for Virgin on the 
London' advertising market. 
According to Gty sources, the 
MMClnvesiigation is likely to 

recommend that the Virgin 

and Capital advertising sales 


utive, David Mansfield, would 
not comment yesterday cm dis- 
cussions with the MMC. 

However, he confirmed fiat 
Capital’s share of the advertis- 
ing market would inevitably be 
one of the main points under 
scrutiny. 

Mr ManriiekJ added that he 
expected the Department of 

qjyrie and Industry to moaounoe 
on the merger early next year, 

some weeks later than expected. 

Ca pital already has the 






Capital’s group chief exsc- 


at j vert3S ing,wnjuajpci 

the market Virgin basaforther 
8 per cent. 

Cfais Evaro, the celebrity DJ 
known as the “gEOgerwhinger", 
has approached Virgin with a 
rival bid. Although Mr Evans is 
believed to be offering less 
than Capital, be is backed by 

> \nax Partners, the venrine cap- 
ital company, and Virgin said 
yesterday it was taking the offer 

"serioudy”- 

A Virgin Radio spokesman 
said Mr Evans’ offer would 
enable Richard Branson to get 


a foothold in British television. 
“The deal with Evans, which 
we’re still not too dear about, 
involves a merger which would 
give Branson some control over 
Ginger (Productions, Mr Evans’ 
broadcasting company J.” 

Mr Mansfield said he was 
“not concerned" about fire rival 
hid, and added that Mr Branson 
had “a lot of respect” for Cap- 
ital “He wants to join us round 
the Capital table,” .he said. 

Capital is unlikely to getinto 
an auction with Mr Evans, and 
is keen to tie~up an exclusive 
agreement with Virgin in order 
to foil the DPs counter offer. 

The news coincided with 
changes to the terms of Capi- 
tal's offer for Virgin, although 
Capital denied yesterday that 
the two evens were trialed. The 
alterations, prompted by the de- 
cline in Capital's share-price, 
will see Mr Branson’s share- 
holding in the company capped 
at under 10 per cent, and - 
although fire £87m price re- 
mains fixed - more cash than 
shares will be offered in order 


to avoid dil nil rig earnings per 

rfinr c. i 

Mr Mansfield, who became 
chief executive after Richard 
Eyre left for ITV Network Cen- 
tre, yesterday reported headline 
profit before tax of £35m, up 92 
per cent. The dividend in- 
creased 10 per cent to 13.75p. 
He said that since the acquisi- 
tion of tbe My- Kinda Tbwh 
restaurants burin ess last year. 
Capital had evolved into a 
“music-based entertainment 
company”. ■ • 

He added that the Radio 
Cafe concept would be ex- 
panded, with marry more in the 
London area and one each in 
Birmingham and Southamp- 
ton. There is presently just one 
Radio Cafe In London’s Leices- 
ter Square. - Mr Mansfield 
sought to assuage City concerns 
about the expansion into cater- 
ing with sews that the devel- 
opment would be funded by 
restaurants disposals. Despite 
this, though Capital's shares slid 
llipto472p. 

Evans’ bid for Virgin, page 3 


General Cable yesterday met a 
representative from the Euro- 
pean Commission to complain 
about the way in which BSkyB 
charges cable operators for 
sports and film channels. 
Despite having its arguments 
thrown out by the UK compe- 
tition authorities, tbe cable in- 
dustry is hoping to convince 
Brussels that BSkyB is acting 
anti-competitively. 

EC sources say that Gener- 
al Chble, the UKs fourth largest 
quoted cable company, is hop- 
ing to halve tbe cost of buying 
one premium sports or film - 
channel from BSkyB The com- 
pany has taken its grievances 
over the satellite broadcaster’s 
programme supply terms to 
Brussels after attempts to get tbe 
UK competition authorities to 
intezveneappearto have faded. 

At the end of last year, the 
Office of Fair Hading cleared 
BSkyB’s rate-card which de- 
termined the terns on which 
the company supplied pro- 
gramming to cable operators. 
The decision caused uproar in 
the cable, industry. 


Customers who receive pay- 
TV through a satellite dish 
pay £20.99 to receive' BSkyB’s 
baric channels and one premi- 
um sponsor filmchaimeL Ca- 
ble operators pay BSkyB and 
othm programmers around £17 
for a similar package. Cable 
companies claim tbe discount 
is insufficient to allow them to 
make reasonable profits on 
their television businesses. 

General Cable charges its 
customers around £27 for basic 
channels and one premium 
channel, thereby making £10 of 
profits. However, the high cost 
to subscribers will inhibit 
uptake of cable televirion, the 
company alleges. 

. General Cable declined to 
comment yesterday. However, 
last month tbe company de- 
nounced the way it was forced 
to “subsidise Mr Murdoch”, 
and scaled back its involvement 
in cable television. Interim pre- 
tax losses of £25m this year 
resulted in General CaHe rais- 
ing its subscription prices and 
reducing the variety of televi- 
sion services on offer. . 


The' company indicated at 
the time that it would only 
change its attitude to televirion 
if programme supply arrange- 
ments changed substantially. 
General Cable’s confrontation 
with the EC appears to be a 
last-ditch attempt to overturn 
BSkyB’s rate-card. 

Although the OFTs ap- 
proval of the existing rate-card 
at the end of last year angered 
cable companies, John Bridge- 
mart, Director-general of the 
OFT did make some conces- 
sions. Cable operators were, 
for example, given greater flex- 
ibility fo what they were able to 
offer subscribers. However, 
BSkyB Imposed finanrinj penal- 
ties on cable operators buy- 


Cable companies were grant- 
ed penmsrion to offer both tele- 
phony and televirion in the eariy 
Ninefes. The UK cable indus- 
try kw makes most of its mon- 
ey from telephony because of the 
high cost of content and large 
number of customers failing to 
renew televirion subscriptions. 

— Cathy Newman 


Liddell 
helps 
mutuals 
with rule 
on voting 


Helen Liddell Economic Seo 
retary to the Treasury, yester- 
day moved to help protect the 
mutual status of bull ding soci- 
eties by changinga key rule cov- 
ering voting rights. Any 
building society that wants to 
shed its mutual status and be- 
come a bank can now only take 
a vote on conversion at a gen- 
eral meeting when it has 50 per 
cent of its members present 

The change from 30 to 50 
per cent in the number of mem- 
bers required at a meeting 
makes it harder for "carpet- 
baggers" -investors who open 
building society accounts in the 
hope of netting windfall gains 
from conversion - to force 
building societies into demutu- 
alisation.. Ms Liddell said: 
“Mutuality does have a future. 
And it is worth fighting for.” 

This rule change could also 
hamper plans by tbe Bank of 
Ireland, which bought Bristol St 
West for £600m back in Feb- 
ruary, to gobble up another UK 
building society. Maurice 
Keane, chief executive designate 
of the Bank of Ireland, said 
yesterday that he intended to 
“expand by acquisition into the 
UK building society market”. 

Ms Liddell’s move was 
warmly received by the indus- 
try. “Britannia Building Society 
welcomes Helen Liddell’s 
announcement”, said Gerald 
Gregoiy, Britannia’s director of 
mutuality and marketing. 

Adrian Coles, Director- 
General of the Building Soci- 
eties Association, said: 
“Building societies are delight- 
ed that the Government 
shown such a strong commit- 
ment to mutuality. The decision 
to increase the turnout rate for 
building society conversions 
wfl] help societies to continue 
to promote the benefits of mu- 
tuality to their members”. 

Several building societies, in- 
cluding Halifax mid Northern 
Rock, have recently shed their 
mutual status and converted 
into banks. They awarded their 
members large windfall gams m 
the process. 

According to Mr Keane, the 
ideal building society target for 
the Bank of Ireland would be lo- 
cated “in a similar geographic 
area” to Bristol & 'West. This 
would allow the Bank of Ireland 
to realise gains from rationali- 
sation and to “get better value 
from advertising spend”, he said. 

Mr Keane's announcement 
coincided with the release 
yesterday of the Bank of 
Ireland’s first-half figures. Pre- 
tax profits jumped 30 per cent 
to IR£1 73.5m (£154m) in the six 
months to September, ahead of 
expectations. 

- Lea ftrterson 
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Businesses warned insurers 
will not cover IT timebomb 


British businesses were 
yesterday warned that 
they face liabilities 
running into tens of 
billions of pounds if they 
fail to modify computer 
systems in time for the 
millennium. Andrew Verity 
reports that insurers 
cannot cover risks 
associated with failure 
to address the problem. 

Taskforce 2000. the Govern- 
ment-funded group tasked with 
raising awareness of the mil- 
lennium problem, warned that 
the cost to companies of failing 
to change computer systems 
would be far in excess of the es- 
timated £30bn needed to fix the 


problem before 31 December 
1999. 

Robert Guenier, executive 
director of Taskforce 2000, saidi 
“Businesses are now in a burn- 
ing building and one by one the 
safety ladders are being kicked 
from underneath them. 

“Who raw blame the insur- 
ance industry for takin g this 
firm line after finally waking up 
to the fact that it may face a del- 
uge of claims for losses arising 
from the millennium problem.” 

The warning followed an an- 
nouncement by the Assotiation 
of British Insurers, which rep- 
resents more than 95 per cent 
of the insurance industry, that 
insurers would exdude year 
2000 problems from policies. 

The anno uncement cuts off 
a key escape-route for compa- 
nies relying on commercial in- 


surance to 

their system^fafflhgiis^iestdt 


: wbidimaybe 

a sfo e fote riwith the mfflenmum 

■ ptobfan ^■wbae microchips fail 
to distinguish between tiK year 

■ 2000 and the year 1900.- They 
: a^gue th# insurance is de- 
signed to«QQve3vaB unforcsee- 

esca]dt&s,aiFc< {■; able event whereas the 

heatingj and 'teli _ 

changes- is 1ifcely:to4»^iS»eS*V ' Sm$fGiesd»ble. 
by -the ■ m n '•£ . ■ fiaeapse commercial insur- 
This is Hkelyto dmate hng&fcgal^ iance is’ usually; wmewed every 
liabilities. ;. ‘ i ^^emtfewebiBpmeswfl be able 

.When arm pjil- to claim when: thenew exclusion 

insurance is rehetated, aa takes effect- 



members will cxchidh ye£tf 2000 ' 
cover. The association jertircu- 1 ' 

lairing a “ modal gy ffhniaqrf^rfiich ■ 

rules out claims on any lo^ 
caused directly or inc&ecdy by . 
a mkrochcp fiat cannot process 
dates after 31 December 1999. 

Insurers will place the eac- 
dusion in any new polides for 


Insurance which covers the 
millennium problem does exist 
-and is "offered by providers 
&ch as Minet and AlG. How- 
ever, companies must pass a. 
touch iest requiring them to 
show they are making every ef- 
fort to deal wixh the millenni- 
um problem to gain cover. 
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John Hoemer (left) and Nigel HaH of Burton, the retail 
group, yesterday revealed that the total costs 
associated with the demerger of Debenhams will be 
£65m. Of the £S5m related ta the dwnetger HselL_ 

£14 .6m will go on advisers fees, principally to Schroders 


m 

. t *?r»***? t- 


and ING Barings. Th %. asS ??^m U itiples business, now 
Dorothy Perid ^ 

earned Arrodia, "® ^ ^ham* demerge •« 
to!B M.Apr««pe<*«ontlie eM J^ men atom* page 1* 

be Issued next montti- 
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baa reports 8 per cent 
rise in passenger numbers 

BAA said its seven 

in October.representi^an increase updated 

same month last year. lUe «njW ■ ^diture forecasts 
10 -year passenger forecasts that, 

for airports m the south-east or _ n 7.6 million 

above the level of its P reY1 °^ its London airports. . 

It said this reflected h Terminal 5 to re lieve in- 

orasiiig oangKOon atlfelMw^^ ^ ninnbers ofaI 

levels of customer c hange^ raMic ftfmgft.- 

r S^S^3l] 3 «»383nEin2006«7. 

Pentex deal with Enron 

Pentex Energy has struck a deal that will see Enron ofthe 

of PemoStSuKoU production for the next 
Enron will also make available an eight-year, £44m loan. 
Pentex will use the cash to repay bank debt and develop rte' 
reserves and buy oil and gas assets. The comjxiny also plans 
to raise £5.4m by a one-for-10 rights issue at 18-5p per share. 

Liberty family reject sale 

The battle for control of the Liberty retail group took aoother 
twist yesterday when the founding Stewait-Liberty family an 
rebel shareholder, Bryan Myeraon, said they would not accept 
any takeover bid ahead of a planned emergency general meet- 
ing. The two groups, which control 44 per cent of Liberty, said 
a “fire sale” was not in the best interests of shareholders. The 
Liberty board said the family was atte mp ti ng to gain control 
without paying a premium. It will detail today its plans for the 

group and the date ofthe emergency meeting where the Stew-_ 
art-liberty family expect to oust the chairman, Denis Cassidy. 

Cooper takeovers Menvier 

Cooper Industries of the US launched an agreed £164-5m, 
31 Op per share, cash takeover bid for Menvier -Swain Group. 
The two companies said the offer represented a premium 
of approximately 51.2 per cent to the closing middle market 
quotation of 2Q5p per Menvier-Swain share on 10 November, 
the day before bid talks were announced. Cooper has received, 
irrevocable undertakings to accept the offer from directors 
of Menvier-Swain and family interests representing approxi- 
mately 13.4 per cent of the company's equity. H John Riley 
Jr, Cooper’s chairman, said; “The acquisition of Menvier- 
Swain is another important step in our long-term strategy 
to enter new markets and extend the global reach of Cooper’s 
Electrical Products segment. It is an exceptional opportu- 
nity to combine Menvier-Swain's strength m the European- 
emergency lighting market with Cooper s existing activities.” 

Thorn sells Fona to MBO 

Thom, the struggling Radio Rentals retailer, has sold its Dan- 
ish electronics group. Fona, to a management buy-out for 
£76m. Thom will record an exceptional gain of £15m on the> 
transaction. It will keep its DER rental operation in Denmark. 

FKI disposes of auto group 

FK1 has agreed to sell its automotive group to Trident Auto- 
motive for £92 5m cash. The company expects to net £70m 
from the sale and will use the money to reduce borrowings. 
The disposed businesses comprise all of FKTs Automotive 
group except the Keeler Die Cast operation and the freehold 
of the land and buildings located at Kentwood Mi chigan us. 
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Rolls-Royce orders take off but its shares stay grounded 


market report 


DEREK PAIN 




Aslbe Rolls-Royce Motors im- 
brpgUo continues to fascinate 
the stock market the car 
group’s former parent, the 
Rolls-Royce business making 
aero engines, is on the verge 
of winning a round of lucrative 
orders. 

At next week’s Dubai air 
show it is expected to have a 
rewarding time with airlines 
placing orders for the Airbus 
Industrie stretched 340 aircraft, 
featuring Rolls Trent engines. 

Lufthansa is one with Rolls 
on its mind. The Ge rman air- 
line is likely to head the queue 
to bolster Rolls order book, al- 
ready benefiting from a stream 
of orders. Since the start of last 
month contracts worth more 
than $1.5bn have been won. 
Besides Trent, orders have 
covered regional aircraft and 
helicopter engines. 

Rolls, just a shade higher at 
2175p, has also achieved Gov- 


ernment support. Up to 
£200m of taxpayers money is 
to be pumped into the devel- 
opment of a new generation of 
Trent engines over the next 
three years. The company be- 
lieves it is on course to deliver 
double-digit earnings growth 
over the next five years. 

Despite its bulging order 
book Rolls shares have failed 
to get airborne. They did hit 
26fL5p in June but far Eastern 
links have eroded sentiment 
and the shares fell to 2Q9p last 
month. 

Vickers, which wants to 
sch its Rolls motor division, re- 
versed 7p to 228 .5p as BMW’s 
display of road rage forced 
Mayflower, off a further 8p to 
168-5p, to abandon its bid 
ambitions. 

Equities suffered another 
lacklustre run with Footsie, 
spinning haphazardly in a nar- 
row range, dosing off 9.4 


points at 4,71 1. Supporting 
shares were quick to get the 
downbeat message. 

Exporters were again sav- 
aged as die poisonous cocktail 
of high interest rales and un- 
comfortably strong sterling 
' took its toft. Among shares un- 
der pressure were Smiths In- 
dustries, m, British Aerospace 
and GKN. 

Zeneca fell 6p to l,72lp, 
lowest since the wpring. The 
shares have lost their exuber- 
ance, which lifted them to a 
2,265p peak, as takeover 
hopes have faded. Now stock- 
broker Grcig Middleton has 
suggested a sale on trading 

considerations, it has put a 

lJ520p valuation on the shares. 

The drugs group, says 
Greig, is set to demonstrate su- 
perior growth m the next four 
years but prospects beyond 
2,001 “do not support the cur- 
rent market price”. 


Rail track was the best-per- 
forming blue chip, speeding 
ahead 95p to l,030p as inter- 
im profits prompted analysts 
to lift their projections for the 
year. UBS increased its esti- 
mate by £15m to £400 m. 

Another round of financial 
speculation was given a cau- 
tious reception. National 
Westminster Bank, said to 
have been re-targeted by Bar- 


Share Spotlight 
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days, could only muster a 6p 
gain to B54p. Barclays fell 22p 
to l,45Sp. 

Lloyds TSB was ruffled by 
worries about its South Amer- 
ican operations, softening 
13-5p to 703-5p. Norwich 
Union, still the market’s 
favourite, insurance takeover 
play, gained 10.75p to a 
363.75p peak. 

Engineer Hoc ting fell 7.5p 
to 208 -5p as Peel Hunt placed 
shares. Menvier-Swain, the 
electrical equipment group, 
duly collected its bid. gaining 
41p to 302p. A US group 
Cboper Industries is offering 
310p or £1 65m. 

F.tam, where the French 
Elam Developpement is of- 
fering 135p a share, held at 
133-5p as the bidder's stake 
moved above 30 per cent. 

Mollns, the tobacco ma- 
chinery maker, suffered an- 
other mauling, falling 72J5p to 


327.5 on the latest profit 
warning. 

Thistle Holds, where there 


D UUMUOpA m ^ - — 

ky Investments, is fretting about 
the weak share performance, 
was busily traded whh three sub- 
stantial trades at 152p. The 
quote ended at I535p. Cadbray 
Schweppes was firm at 591-5p 
as SBC V&rburg said buy. 

Newcomer Northern Re- 
cruitment, a jobs agency, 
moved to I25p from a I08p 


surgery equipment, was placed 
at 145p and ended at 147-5p. 

Johnson Mattbey, the met- 
als group, dumped 34 -5p to 
559p as Merrill Lynch said sell; 
the gold price at a 12-year low 
left Loorho off 6p at 90p. 

Even so the prospect of a 
Devon gold rush lifted Ofex 
share Credited Minerals 4p to 
23p although parent. Min- 
met, was unchanged at 6.75p. 


TA KING STOCK 

Anglesey Mining rose 15p to 
l&5p as drilling started on 
Parys Mountain, the Anglesey 
development which has been 
described as Britain’s biggest 
metal mining project this 
century. Buys was mined in 
Roman times and in the last 
century was one of the 

world’s biggest copper pro- 
ducers. The company also 
has gold and silver leases in 
mid-Wales. Its shares were 
2.25p jn August. They were 
Boated at 78p nine years ago. 

Security printer Da La Rue, 
riding at l,052p in 1995, is 
hum ping along at 396p. 

Credit Lyonnais Laing re- 
mains bearish and says sell 
Hopes of substantial growth, 
it says, is “bat the product of 
wishful thinking”. 

Verity, with wafer-thin 
speaker technology, added 
2J5p to 73p as stockbroker 
Kfllik said buy. 
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Win the full §et of MGM Bond Films and a 
Sony SLVH220 Video Recorder 

P° opportunity lb enter tlus^rompe ti lion simply 

mwin^fall aillectJoaofscyaT- dial 0930 564 007, answer the 
leen f*?*.*? f? ,ITn ?g. lbc , following question cm line leaving 
mous hrealh-iakmg stunts, deadly .jour wane and full address : 

unirnc^ Boad^jLmzfSaai - 1 be da saw Pieroe Brosnan's 

most £udous secret agent in the debnt as Bond. 
world. 

We have one set to win whitit 
includes; On Her Majesty's Secret 
Service; For Wjbt E^es Only; 

Octopus*; A View to a KiD; The 
living DqpHgfato; Ueesce to KOh 
ThtuderbaO; The Mu WHh The 
Golden Gan; The Spy Who Loved 
Me; DtnBwnds Are Forever; Vbn 
Only Live TVicc; Goldflager; 

Moonraben Prom Russia with 
Love; live and Let Die; Dr No and 
GeMencye. 

With (his prize comes a top of the 
range Sony SLVE220 Video 
Recorder - including multi-band 
remote control ana Video+ to 
name just a few of its fealures. 

cnEt sib pw n*M8 it ail Urns." Whiner t**ri'ai ran^ aitEf i!n« 

1 1997. UwINmm 
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Burton bows out 
on a high 


The City seems to like Burton’s plans 
to spin-off its Debeohams department 
store business and the group's swansong 
results as a corporate entity yesterday 
added to the feel-good factor. Burton 
shares have perked up since the de- 
merger was first announced in July. And 
though they are still well below then- 
peak at the beginning of the year, there 
are signs that this is one demerger that 
is genuinely capable of enhancing 
shareholder value. 

Full-year, pre -exceptional profits 
beat expectations with a 23 per cent 
increase to £187m. News of current 
trading was also re -assuring, with sales 
in the lOweeks since the end of August 
8_5 per cent ahead. The gross margin, 
which has been the bedrock of the Bur- 
ton recovery, finned by 0.6 percentage 
points on last year. 

On latest estimates the two 
businesses are worth a combined 160p 
following the demerger, with Deben- 
hams valued at around lOOp and the 
newly named Arcadia worth about 
60p. This compares to yesterday's dose 
of 139 .5p, up 7.75p. Debenhams could 
even be worth J80p on some calcula- 
tions. There was good news on costs too 
with the re-organisation of the multi- 
ples business set to achieve savings of 
£10m-£15m a year. 

Sales last year were ahead in all 
brands with the ever-re liable Deben- 
hams the best performer with a 10 per 
cent sales increase. Bui the profits fig- 
ures show that there is work to be done 
in the multiples business. Though 
Dorothy Perkins, Evans and Top 
Shop/Tbp Man all did well, profits at 
Burton Menswear and Principles both 
fell. The opening of four Style Union 
stores, which include ail Burton's 
menswear brands, may help as should 
the inclusion of the Hawks head mail 
order division under the Buxton Mens- 
wear umbrella. 

A shake-up of the Arcadia portfolio 
is likely with the possibility of more 
Racing Green outlets and Hawkshead 
concessions to improve margins. The 
new home shopping catalogues look 
promising too. 

On upgraded group forecasts of 
£225 m, the shares trade on a forward 


Burton: At a glance 

Market value: £ 2 .Q 4 bn, share price 139 . 5 p (+7.75p) 
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rating of 13. The fate of the shares 
depends on what John Hoeraer, chief 
executive, can do with the multiples 
business. But his record looks worth 
backing. 

Exposure to the 
pound hits Scapa 


Scapa is not one of our best known com- 
panies. There is a mfid flurry of 
excitement when people discover it owns 
Sellotape, but disappointment soon 
sets in when they realise is just the in- 

dusttial version of the familiar sriricyroH. 

Scapa has also suffered the indignity of 
being dumped in the chemicals sector, 
when in fact it makes paper rollers and 
industrial tape. Strange, bat true. 

What investors who have stuck 
around will know is that Scapa has 
given them a rocky ride. Shares in the 
company, which fell 7p to 232Jp yes- 
terday on its half-year results, have see- 
sawed from a high of near 270p in 1994 
to well below 200p soon after, to re- 
gain their former peak in 1996. 

Why so volatile? At first glance, its 
tempting to blame the notoriously 


cyclical prices of pulp - paper’s raw 
material. Around half of Scapa 's 
revenues flow from sales of industrial 
materials to paper manufacturers. But 
as paper manufacturers tend to pass- 
on pulp price increases to customers' 
and as paper sales typically fall only 
slightly when prices rue, higher pulp 
prices do not really damage demand. 

Scapa ’s international exposure is 
more to blame. Three-quarters of Us 
business is conducted overseas and half 
of ail UK output is exported. So Scapa's 
fortunes tend to rise and fall with the 

ppnnd. Tn the first half, Cedin g ImnHterl 

profits by £4.9m in the six months to 
September, leaving the headline num- 
ber down 3 per cent to £29m. 

Fundamentals look sound. Adjust- 
ing for currency, profits grew by over 
10 per cenL Underlying performance 
of the paper materials sector was 
steady. The industrial tapes- division, 
which accounts for one-third of rev- 
enues, performed strongly. Although 
speciality materials, including filtration, 
had a relatively weak six months, much 
of this due to sterling. Moreover, effi- 
ciency gams from cutting manage- 
ment as businesses have been grouped 
along global lines should flow in this 
year. On a forward rating of 11, fair. 


Molins shares 
head south 


What horrible things must Molins 
have done in a former life to warrant 
its fate this year? The company, winch 
makes machines for producing- ciga- 
rettes and PG 'Ups’ tetrahedron tea- 
bags, yesterday announced its fifth 
profits warning of 1997. Is that a 
record? Though Peter Harrison, chief 
executive, says he is not counting 
warnings, investors will be. Shares in 
the company have taken a largely no- 
interrupted slide do wnhill since t heir 
1037p high in 1996. 

After increasingjy grave statements 
about trading in ... take a breath ... 
March, April, July and September 
and escalating costs related to dodgy 
accounting in the US, yesterday’s trad- 
ing news of wo rse -than-expected de- 
mand from China, nervous US 
customers ahead of a tobacco litigation 
settlement and 500 job cuts in the UK, 
felt like the final straw. Shares in 
Molins slumped 725p to 327.5p. 

What is going on? The main prob- 
lem is China, the world’s biggest tobac- 
co machinery market and a heck of a 
big customer for Molins, which with 
Gennany’sHauni.sooeofthefewsQp- 
plieis of cigarette machines around. As 
part of a crackdown on corruption rife 
in China’s tobacco in dustry, its 180-odd 
cigarette factories are being cleaned up 
and consolidated. That has meant a 
hold oh orders for machines. 

Though the Chinese government 
promises Molins that things will return 
to normal “soon”, that has yet to hap- 
pen. So Molins has responded by cut- 
ting a quarter of its tobacco machinery 
workforce to meet demand and says a 
£30m provision this year will go to re- 
ducing costs and improving efficiency. 

That is welcome, but would have 
made a better impresaon if it had been 
done ahead of the problem not in the 
middle of if. ft is a sob ering thought that 

at the start of 1997, analysts expected 
Molins to make almost £40m of profits 
this year. Brokers are now going for a 
£20m full-year loss or£llm profit pre- 
exoeptionais, down £4m on previous 
numbers. The shares are on 18 times 
earnings For 1997, With investors fac- 
ing prospects of a held dividend and 
continued uncertainty, avoid. 
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There was one high-level departure from Credit 
Suisse First Boston (CSFB) in London yes terday 
and another this week from its takeover victim, 
the equities division of BZW. But neither move 
had anything to do with the impending reorgan- 
isation erf both banks, you will be relieved to hear. 

Ian Mobon, CSFB’s bead of investment bank- 
ing, is leaving to spend more time witb his 
-Canadian-based family business, the Molson 
group. 

“Ian is leaving for personal reasons," a CSFB 
spokeswoman said, adding that Chris Carter 
would became head of European corporate and 
investment banking in his place. Mr Carter is 
currently bead of global equities at CSFB. 

Coincidentally, Karen Collins, chief accoun- 
tant of BZWs equities division, has jumped ship 
to join Dresdner Kleinwort Benson in a newly 
created post, that of global research accountant 
and analyst 

Jamie Stevenson, bead of global research at 

DKB, is horrified at the very suggestion that Ms 

Collins’s departure from Barclays' stricken 
investment banking unit has any thing to do with 
the takeover by the Gnomes of Zurich. “She’s 
on gardening leave at the moment. She joins us 
in the new year,” Mr Stevenson said. He said 
she is a leading expert in t raining analysts how 
to evaluate companies. As for when her re- 
cruitment was initiated, he said disarmingly: “I 
can’t remember. " 

Mr Molson, 42, has been with CSFB for 20 
years. In 1996 he became co-head of investment 
banking with Franz von Meyenburg of Credit 
Suisse Group, when Credit Soisse integrated its 
investment buaness with CSFB. 

Mr Mobon recently became chairman of a new 
executive committee of the Molson board. The 
Molson family owns more than half of the vot- 
ing shares in the eponymous Toronto-based group. 

Tfeno of Britain’s most important receivers are 
joining forces in a merger spurred by the 
growth of “behind the scenes" business rescue 
work, as opposed to the traditional pursuit of 
corporate undertaking. Begbies Traynor, whose 


David Sapte is serving president 
semorpar ^ fta ctitfo nets Association, »; 

die SPI is licensed receivers. 

KSSS-js - 

the same cable ^ a change. 



a “V.tlTrShS and partner of BDO Stoy 
hiagrred to the IPAs 

Hayward- Mr ordere a ^ inst 

InvesnganonC ^ Liquidator of four 
^ toagtKd that he 

separatC obtaining the appropriate 

remm^ion ** drew remunera- 

he - given to .. 

dosaHe^also admitted two other transgressions 

rf ' commented-- “The busmess, 

and toe general pubbe must have 
confidence in the insolvency profession. These 

tot the profession’s motutozmg , 
SSem is effective in uncovering insularities 

Stot our disdplinary bodi^areeffemxve m 

disciplining members who fell short of the 
profession's high standards. 

James Mffler, the chairman of British industrial 
conglomerate Vfessall, has die*' fee 
TOuasdyesteiday. Mr Miller, who hadbermebmr- - 
man since be helped launch the comply m 1988* 
died on Wednesday night, thegfyupsmdma bnef 

statement Hewas untfll 988 a direiriorctfl^^ou^ ... 

and beset iroWhssall with two odierfonnexHarBoo ( I 

executives, his son Chris ^ock” Mffler, who is 
chief executive, and Phillip Tamer. 

The other key player in Wassail is David 
Roper. Lord Prior’s son-in-law, who qualified 
as an accountant at Peat Marwick, now KPMG. 

Jim Mflier, 72, chaired the company from the 
start and quite a lot of his family money is 
wrapped up in the company. Previously he was 
boss of company called Harris & Sheldon, which 
he took private in 1981, long before it was 
fashionable to do so. Harris & Sheldon spanned 
automotive engineering, property and fishing. 

It owned many of the best fishing areas of the 
river Tweed, including Junction Pool, a mecca 
for fishermen. I’m told, as well as Hardy’s, the 
maker of rods and tackle. 

Rouse & Co International, a law firm, and its 
associate Willoughby & Partners, have gobbled' ^ 
up Dallas Brett, an Oxford-based firm which \ > 
specialises in intellectual property. “Dallas 
Brett has blown up.” says a legal source, and its 
partnership will be dissolved. Willoughby will 
gain Anna Booy and Ben Goodger, leading IP 
spe cialis ts, while Hugh Brett, the founder of 
Dallas Brett and author of a racy piece of bedside 
reading, European Intellectual Property Law 
Review* will become a consultant to the firm. 
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Country 
Argentina 
Brarf 
China 
Czech Rep 

Ghana 

Hungary 

Ma 

Indonesia 

Kuwait 


Starting 

Dollar 

Country 

Sterling 

Dollar 

V70tt 

10000 

Oman 

08650 

03850 

18835 

ltJ7D 

Pakistan 

W888 

44000 

K089 

82905 

Plflpmes 

56864 

33<20 

55899 

32853 

fli inn if 

nHnO 

5087 

35085 

5780 

33979 

Qatar 

a«43 

38405 

38Kfl 

23428 

Ruaw 

100354 

58980 

3328B 

B564 

South Korea 

18750 

96440 

82530 

36750 

ttwan 

52842 

31056 

57768 

33850 

Thaiand 

65082 

38250 

0506 

03030 

Turkey 

3S0Z7 

*090 

130)8 

81800 

UAE 

62488 

36725 


Interest Rates 


UK 


Germany 

• US 

. *tap«i 


Base 

725% 

DfaCOUB 

250% Prtne 

850% Discount 

050% 

France 


Lombard 

450% Dfacnm 

500% Belgkon 


Intervention 

330% 

Canada 

Fed Funds 

580% Discount 

275% 

Italy 


Phrr» 

525% Spain 

Central 

330% 

Discount 

625% 

Oheart 

375% XJ-dRopo 

500% Switzerland 


Netherlands 

Denmark 

Sweden 

Ctecoirt 

100% 

SpAdvance 

330% 

Discount 

350% Repo< A«) 

<0% Lortbart 

363% 


Bond Yields 









Cmrtry 3 nth 

_ds. 

IE. 

—EM. 

UL 

_ES_ 

5£_ 

J*9- 

10 yr 


AuetreSa - 

ooo 

478 

006 

533 

010 

503 

a* 

595 

003 

Belgium 382 

•003 

425 

001 

442 

-002 

a© 

-ao3 

577 

-002 

Canada 350 

-aoa 

43 

001 

433 

000 

494 

-oos 

543 

a oo 

ECU 406 

■001 

481 

-003 

477 

-004 

530 

ooo 

881 

am 

Franca 000 

000 

393 

000 

459 

000 

st) 

ooo 

567 

-002 

Germany 378 

001 

4* 

-001 

442 

000 

522 

-am 

S67 

-005 

Italy 606 

001 

581 

JVV 

556 

-006 

577 

-004 

63* 


Japan OS 

-006 

034 

-an 

044 

-tuo 

109 

.ran 

182 

4)08 

Nlands 381 

QD2 

423 

005 

446 

-002 

514 

-003 

582 

-001 

Soefa 433 

-003 

480 

000 

482 

000 

547 

000 

604 

000 

Sweden 422 

001 

490 

-006 

an 

-006 

602 

-004 

685 

-003 

Sland 206 

■003 

238 

■001 

232 

-001 

281 

000 

389 

002 

uk ire 

000 

79* 

-MV 

m 

-006 

692 

■006 

870 

000 

US 5 3D 

000 

an 

000 

565 

000 

575 

-002 

583 

■003 

Money Market Rates 








Overdght 

1 weak 

1 month 

3 months 8 months 

lywr 


ad otw 

Od Otter 

BM 

Otter 

Bd Otter Bd Offer 

ad Otw 

ItaKffySfe 




720 

705 

720 705 





725 738 

725 738 

7« 

7 47 

759 788 

772 

778 781 788 

Euroswing Depe 

731 

744 

731 744 

741 

747 

789 7S6 

772 

778 7B4 7B1 

HgW»Baf*Bfc 




723 

717 

734 728 

MS 

733 


Storing CDs 




746 

788 

783 755 

773 

7B5 780 773 





58* 


506 

595 



BCUDspoats 




438 

450 

450 463 

459 

472 



www.bloomberg.com 


Source: Bloomberg 


LHTe Financial 

Contract 


DooW 
Deo ST 
Deo-S r 
Deoar 
Deecr 

DooW 
MarflB 
3 Mth Etiomfc Dao«7 


LarQOat 
German Bind 
U9 Long Bend 
taSanSond - 
Japan Govt Bd 
3 Mttl Steftog 


3MttiEinfra Dec-07 
lives 

3 Wtn Eauyen Dec-97 
3 Mth EiroMi Dec-07 
Mu-98 

3M81BOJ Dec-87 
Mar-98 

FTSEWI . Deo-07 


9692 

BOOS 

9438 

9831 

9731 

9771 

9632 

mn 

472500 


9592 

9305 

9438 

9732 

9734 

9532 

9527 

478000 


8353 

B4» 

9739 

oral 

9529 

9524 

472500 


38493 

17200 

2(925 

6535 

•0866 

702 

372 

SZ7B 


308355 

8)8404 

A0417 

72775 

54054 

9000 

8548 

65011 


L'rffe FTSE 100 Index Option 

SetfteaentMee 47TIOO 

No» Dm 

Soles CaO famlfai Pm Impltol CtB Pul 

4850 124 36 72 37 288 190 

4700 96 35 84 ST 237 212 

4750 70 31 120 38 208 232 

4800 48 30 g2 37 179 255 


Jta Feb 

Ctt Pat CaB Put 

3S 337 381 271 

295 258 391 290 

264 279 31B 308 

234 300 288 328 


Energy 

Brent CradefVbaneQGas ol(SfeonM> 


• ac SJOprn 

WT1 CrudefS/barrel) ProductefS/tonne) 


PE 

Lost* 

Chg 

Vol 

PE 

Oon 

.“a. 

Vd 

NYU 

Low* 

Chg 

Spot OF NW 

Eur 

ftov 

BJB 

»79 

tree 

Nov 

17900 

ooo 

8801 

Dec 

2073 

022 

Qmc **85 

woo 

Dec 

■BB 1 

029 

uz* 

Dae 

wa 

zoo 

83 DB 

Jen 

2088 

022 

■Nsphne 

«00 

Fob 

1389 

022 

5778 

Jan 

B 126 

125 

2987 

Fab 

2090 

QJ 7 

Gaol 

«350 










Mar 

2082 

at? 

FudOlDStwc 

XMOO 


Goldman Sachs 


• Base date 

Index 1370=100 
Aericuttural ' 8770=100 
Enemy 1983=00 
fad Matts 1077=00 
Livestock 1970-00 
PrecMattB 1973=00 


ntScJOpm 


Last 

Chg 

%chg 

31 Dec 

%chgYTD 

20462 

-105 

•051 

2 T 526 

•494 

23953 

092 

039 

23123 

359 

7906 

-070 

-088 

8588 

-792 

16969 

022 

a-e 

1 E 87 B 

047 

18123 

0 » 

041 

SUB 

>513 

403.71 

202 

053 

46354 

•1291 


Futures 

Setttameit 

High 

Low 

Eat floor 
vokiM 

tafia 

Industrial Metals 

U8E (Motme) Cnh 

Chg 

3 month 

Chg 

LME stocks Chg 

rare 

S 250 

17781 

fPe 

T »47 

TBS 

78935 

1/5705 

8 M 99 

254061 

AiminiumHG 

W8 

817 

800 

843 

S 44 

5 

7 B 200 

-4525 

raoe 





AkmWun Aloy 

1477 

1432 

000 

1485 

MS? 

-1 

46 M 0 

■320 

mss 

ItlfiS 

■me/ 


17263 

CopperA 

839 

840 

- 17 D 0 

1963 

W 35 

-S 

342825 

800 

130*3 

mss 

mm 

4462 


Lead 

572 

5 W 

<50 

586 

58 S 

-4 

WO 

D 

9288 

9234 

9230 

« 9 fl 

143790 

NOW 

600 

6135 

-7000 

626 

rpTfi 

65 

67056 

t» 

9222 

soar 

KJ8 

. 29564 

12309 

Tin 

5655 

5565 

■4500 

5540 

5550 

60 

8205 

60 

9635 

Q«« 

9613 

48274 

296681 

Zfac 

0665 

71675 

-600 

ISIS 

TS 2 

6 

483825 

8275 


Precious Metals 

pm Rx/Sper oz 


pm fWS per oz Coins IS) ... . 

Year s Day’s YearS YtarS 

eng eng chg chg 


Pb*Mn 39000 -300 325 PWfaan 22490 -490 -920 Kmg’rands 30785 -7430 

Patedfam 2000 -200 8950 PaBadun 12355 -045 5185 Sous 7227 

9*er 502 00B 012 SKer 285 008 -001 Nohtes 37805 

Gold 3060 000 -7545 Maple Leal 32180 -7330 


Agricultural 


Cocoa 


Coflaa 


Dartay 


Potatoes 

LPFE 

E/lonne 

UFFE ! 

ttoin 

LPFE C/taraw 

U=FE C/fanra 

DmS7 

03090 

NovBr 

•63500 

Nw97 

M75 

Nw97 

6800 

MartB 

106700 

JanBB 

V4200 

JenBB 

7665 

MtarSB 

tXMO 

May98 

XTOOO 

MartB 

163700 

Mei98 

7825 

Aprte 

13400 

Vot 

3361 

Vot 

4821 

Vot 

0 

vot 

43 

WMta Sugar* 

Freight 


Wtwtt 


Com* 


LPFE 

Vkm 

LFFE SUbp 

UFFE 

ttm 

CSOT Cente/bsN 

Dec97 

30830 

0c»7 

_ 

NOV97 

7890 

DacS7 

27325 

MartB 

31580 

Nov97 

122000 

JanBB 

8190 

MartB 


May98 

3 S10 

Jan9S 

127500 

Uar98 

9400 

Mey98 

28900 

Vtot 

2896 

vot 

68 

Vot 

364 

Vot 

0 


•atSJBpm 

Lge Potato** 

An Sttkkg 
Nov 97 73650 
fi *08 73450 . 
Apr 98 73700 
Vet 0 

Soya Been** 
CB 0 T SSHtarts ■ 

Nova? 3000 
JanBB 

MartB 2940 
Wot 651 


Other Softs 

Dec Live Cattle <CME)$/ 40 kb 
Feb Pork Betas (CME) S/ 40 k 6 
Jen Orange Juce(CTN) S/I5fc fa 
Dec Mfc (CSC) S 750 k fa 

Dec Oats (C8T) $/** bsh 
Jan Flax (WCE) V20m 


sc 530pm 


6643 

6220 

8185 


Dec White Metre (SAP) WfaO mt 80000 
Nov Rubber (TCM)Y/ 5 kkg 9090 - 

Dec Cotton (CTN) S/ 50 k fa 7 U 68 

Nov Crude Palm (KLC)*/ 25 tn 167 S 00 

, Dec Soya O* (CBT)S/ 60 kb 2845 ' 

33 atH Nov WoOten ytonfTCM) S 7500 kg 125600 


SI 25 , 


Latest Unit Trust Prices 


Fund 94 Biy VM 

AtBCwtttlhwW 
< Batde BtM^Lane. London SEI 2 HR 


Town Bl'.,. . 

An—rtcan Stmusy 
Casn 


Base 2590* 000 

HSZ 8S7 &JEX 

arm oao ooo 

9444 »1D0 in 

moa 2225 STS 

20356 2T771 ODD 

6046 W35 Q00 

twa* m?Q nnrw 

*020 *29* 

TUMO ve£S QUO 

an S39 535 

uthdoi i6rr itoi 52a 

TOTS 1*079 000 

UKSmaaCos T85i 0335 CW8X 

AXAg^y A Law Unit T?S* 

Cerpe^ton Sc. 

0(203 553231 

Qdancodta; 

Balanced Inc 
BntEnal 
awtrtFhOwtata 


. -_iMd250L„ 
GoaredlKImta 
Ouatsroma 
[na Growth 
MpanOmw 
MaiWir mcorna 

Kg*™* 

IK Safeguard 


(teWhlit 
QteM rip* 




ihel 
1 Inc Inc 
•laoan 

Ncrti Amaaca 
RacftBasm 
(JKCMTiAac 
UK Gam Inc 
Bsrdsin Funds Limited 


7322 281 
£298 6899 251 

«90 T1570 zm 

OTBO ua 70 *K 

8842 9407 A» 


am 

573 

nn? 

47B 

470 

000 

000 

154 

2fiB 


22000 23040 

9438 8873 

Trim imm 

nmoo 100*00 
3Q80 5*830 
3187 3390 

3 mao *2320 
273*0 29080 

54381 S77B0 
3433) 36030 


Bjtfmced Thun 
• Funds 


hwni I 


CbsHAcc 

bicorns BuHar 

ba r r anen a UxemB 
IMwett Fends 
bvd 
500 


noTD 

aoH) 


854X 

864 


8286 100 


55000 

40300 


Thame 

Growth Funds UK. 
CartM 

FTSG G 
auwtfi) 

Sn*Ca 


euo 


i WO 
mAcc 
rCos Acc 
SnarCosnc 0099 

Growth Funds ■ Overseas 
America 2B30 

AimneanffaciyAca >330 

JabanAac SLK 

Japan He 8278 

Barclays fa mmn u iiw 
Hflh tons Jnc 
UMowimeonw 4798 

ManaoeaGfa&meoiw 4522 

McnudOowfa 4379 

Bar-day* Qobal fmostors 
FO Box MU London BIS 4UG 
BrahwflMe 0898 7J1 2443 


SB 

mono 

26470 


8880 17380 t5S 


UK 

SIX 

549 


22440 


9742 

4573 

21230 


4981 

4799 

4672 


a 

r 

ODD 

Ml 

000 

079 

730 

TO 

450 

000 


ftm 

hem Funds 
ObtnPutlQn 

[ftwdmr 


Buy YU 


•06800 10800 15E 


eaeo ocso 529 

«uo moo *ao 

Biro ease ra a 

9807 tnao 530 

0440 12890 630 

Growth Funds- UK 

UKGroirtl 48430 BB00 186 

tK Grown Acc aun SHOO IBB 

G*ah&mc Acc 
a«n,»icmc _ 

Growth Funds , Oranos 
BwGpmOowih Tnao 23100 oea 

Eumm Gwm Ace 23010 26300 089 

Far fcaavsn Gro-Oi 11030 12370 072 

Fh Easnm Garth Aoc Q640 20890 072 

r S? Ltd 

PO Bax 831, 1*9 
Loadaa EC2H 3Y5 
EncpOffl 742 8450, 

Amwtean Growth 

Atnwfcwn amt-cm 


Bnwg IMS Ex 
Eqjfy tvxnw 
European Growth 
gagpo m B hac T 

uWBl 

Bwnyn Fhad mt 

German Growin 

QUXdBord 

CMsIOwti 


Japan Growth 

JmmSurvtoa 

Korea 

PnmcAuMK 


UkSJJT 8 " 

IRQnaafi Stn 
IK On* Cm 
Charity Fund 
OnnBmOwttexwixx 


DetibmOI 7 l ?M loo* 

coao 

mteo 

000 

17130 

«*ao 

6720 


0600 

■0570 

4 DQX 


<7830 

aw 


49640 

m 

naao 

moo 

two 

wso 


7213 

7587 

480 


«W 

KSf 

saao 

6099 


12840 


8430 

8830 

«n 


■ 3*05 


20*0 

33870 

200 

18330 

0*30 

200 

K 87 

8890 

100 





7 M 3 

430 X 

m*o 

-eoso 

tsax 

_6908 

Haifa 

«a 




»«* 
OadhFBTUTBni 
iBo “ J 



EupnGini Acc 

tncorw 

heomeocc 

haBUremCMAcc 

WUSnCUte 

kid Bond 

mp Bert Ace 


0850 H52Q 23* 
G6S T341J 271 

13640 -n&n affix 
rsem 14530 as 

at20 0950 as 

WHO 0320 a» 

21700 23140 000 

72£S 7745 004 

BJfl4 8679 004 
17250 «*jo nnq 

na mao 000 

43880 M» 
*6860 40987 000 
raiOO 127000 2J1X 
mao GB7D 2JIX 

12280 gtol 24Q 

17IB0 Q220 290 

34220 9850 wn 

37500 sajso So 

BB33 7288 4G 
24790 28M0 «S2 

12990 148 

1300 BBBO 148 
SS07 5933 403 

«80 «B20 *03 


moowfli 

WOwth Acc 

iss^ S^“ 


5835 


■ he Acc 
n Am 

MAroACC 

1 Act 


rn Buy W 

4221 atix 
622* mx 

17730 enc 

6312 sees AWX 
00*0 «BS0 491 X 
S340 MI Q3*X 
to® 6*x 
12170 8*X 

KTwqi tasx 

«080 J3BX 

8300 s asc 
M) 52ZX 
«ui oao 
17340 OOO 
6573 000 

9506 000 
5248 »K 
ESS* 1S0X 
s*mo 1ff7 
3*770 167 


12170 


7790 


8183 

0108 

4821 

815* 

*7830 

23200 


p .'^agnag?^ 1 

MhcMTIfBSBI 

BMW Tgjg gK 

grn^^ 8696 0170 24ffl< 


feJSSHwii, D*asmf oon wbb 


EdJffyAcc 
Eqifly BaJ 
gWUc om* 
tuopeon 

Eircpuen tndm 

Far Ebobsii 
Ftedteamt 

aoMGmwih 
md Bond 


__ 8232 0S3X 

1*5ina 145(00 208 
808 


Norn Amenctfi 
ffaeOcOmrti 
VKmdw 
IK Mm Acc 

lK9ndant«cc 

IKWHl 


n47D 

5786 
6684 
77B7 
4277 
SOS' 

-71 « ___ 

28890 26S90 
7847 7047 

aa« 

KW 
12980 
17300 
8773 
7852 
two 
W470 


BUG MB 
1* 

sat? ojxk 
9786 73K 
9984 6BX 
77S7 ora 
*>77 am 

80*7 CLOCK 

2525 88S 
goo 

037X 
8906 a MX 
SC® 288X 
C90O 148C 
«*; ™ 
TUB mS 

£3 

USX 


wtMMdBAoc _ toao i»ap 

Uonb BHd* IMc Tmm ltd 

Hwotbancn Mnm. Chathnn. 

f*SSo 195X 

TS TS 

R ill 

fS 3 a HI 

SJ.ai B 


GwffinnMb 


8d 


Buy W 


hcFcrtUOAcc 


73033 neSO 038 

■0740 mao aw 

C070 CMC 839 
B4730 80850 29SH 

70040 80090 39» 




K Amer & Gan Acc 
NAmv&Genhc 
NAnSmCManacAcc 
NAmamCoaORadne 


M Buy YU 

VM 1B80 207 
33800 35750 000 

29030 30890 OOO 

22870 3*330 000 

29UD 23890 OOO 


Fox) 


VM 


E N 


Bloomberg 



“B*,* 


B8M 18320 an 
UCatMrth 0300 0090 176 

UKOWtnfcX «7D0 «7B L72 

VW40a Gwrn 38830 WJ90 0*3 

Wwtda GwniAec s**ao 57880 042 

MSmnlEiamptUrnMhlhn 

8*820 25890 16*X 
Japan Acc 3139 3373 OOOX 

4722 4858 Zfi*X 

33390 37030 249X 

arnoo aaat? oeox 

BOO *7870 271 X 

Nowton Fund FUnaurs Ltd 
2 Fvttval Sqom^Uwsh H-O 95U 
CSmcs 980*4MSo, 0ruiror 0500 UMOO, 
Dco8t K 0500 *55fc 

. ■ neawlnrtco.uk 

G027 B4h aoax 
50* 04ei OOOX 
11156 1B99 222 

%£ %£ US 

m*8 13707 232 

6733 7192 OOO 

ttZ*3 GQ3* IS) 
3*304 28098 107 

«S0T f*43 17®: 

sob 7 as mix 
386 *18* 5« 

4983 STB 5J6 
9681 330B1 30SX 

13071 HODS SD1 

MO 

16048 «7J6 IBS 

ZL*3 fcSE 000 
USB* 1SJ85 OB 

1X177 11784 OB 

Northern Rode Unk Treats Ltd 
BaShM Hsaa, Rennc CamGaihnh 


ArnericanQwy cc 

AjI^nCjflGeeiVUC . 

GuahAec 


Eu o pe m 

FowvSoo 

Omni 

OoethAce 

erowffitac 

Aoc 


MamrtBonp 

waw* 


A 

OmrMAec 


tern, Raamt Ctmia, G 
UpOnTyna NO W4G 


T<*0t9I» 

Weffri W ld*K 5428 57*4 584X 

UKGrowOi tn*0 13800 29* 

FredOMM IMe Trusts Ud 

— ncDmKir 0345 83SS80 

"■ — »ue 63i x 


NOW YOU GAN 00 IT 
YOUR WAY! 


Casn toon Acc 
□Wtadan 
EMtaidan Ace 

&Mty 

SMtyhcw* 

Eucapwi 

QkfaalGwm 




. JQw*i 
hd 3m Co 


fird 

hsgna 
hcomeAcc 
Jipan Qwtr. 
JUMtOMIhACc 

Tnar 
Thai Aoc 


Sea BIT VM 

OUO 70040 3SX 
S3600 200000 2*2 
77W 000 
7732 OOO 
779* va 

91S7 is 


7243 

7288 

7396 

8G07 


Pved 

M 

(iff <ru 

Fuse Bash 

6540 

1X500 

o«z 

PaaicMnAce 

17630 

vrsO 

os 

Pmrir Exhth 

*860 

wo 

302 


1080 

Slffo 

nun 

68070 

ISO 

200X 

98CHUKAB 

75*60 

86*0 

200 

UK EQLfly Grow 

B150 

20400 

231 


12*57 as 031 
1044 1T73S 4B7X 

13533 Mom 407 
tnan traa u» 
9B» 35BX 

3B09 S2ZK 058 
«W T17S2 ua 
XB47 tioor 4B* 
22054 23402 103 

BUS D9BC 

00 83 Tail 000 
4220 4891 204 

4954 SIR 736 
agw 28745 MS* 
BUS 643B UB 

4854 siS5 5fisx 
T6Q 0058 iw 
tc* BIBS 178 
17*^ BZ04 US 

J * fcl BM * " 

Brokor&iai MOD 727 77V 

ArnarSnfaCas 17390 md 000 

Doih xaea H2fl0 ss 

WhBDraflOn 6*05 B17B 02S 


■hi 
WhAnnr | 

Psdft: lirbl 

PronVflfhcl 
SiNOn 

SPoSrti I 

fetteSSti; 


EmwghsL 

EuopaonOwCi 
B*t*J®on8ir*Ci» 
Ex*e herme 

Far Eastern Owfr 


v»gri heume 

WBBU 

TO 

J^an Grown 
JupanSnwOerCae 

tow 

Lath America 
Uesiertuw 

IgTEiSS#?* 


Sel 

13030 

3372 

zraoo 

»8* 

SS 05 

9828 

3451 

38820 

4400 

5*190 

5162 

*M0 

S*7A0 

S 30 

08SB 

2196 

4084 

8905 


fry VM 

12B0O 000 
3507 056 

Z»70 OOOX 
O’ 02 000 

«37 sax 
288 OOO 
3071 Q33 

AVWn 139 
*687 000 

SCUM 157 

sue mx 

*160 495 

^ gS) X 
sssx 

a 


faswn Atncc 
UK50wrsaas 


S 90 If 

433AO *6110 331 

3287 03* 

*79* SOee us 

WOWOT 4So 2M?S SSI 

Scaaisii Amkobta Ltd 000 

Craigfort, Stfcr*^. FR9 CD 

teroidUBFuiKb 

5§30 Men ooo 

fa26o KB Qoa 

V740 nM tSd 

M wear Scruec. London EC2M 4HR 

0T71 628 623* 

*»« Ml) 000 

"lua M3 So 

use iW So 

237 ^ 

Toes Mni aao 

raiMvnxvnn fume h . -l 

BS- « 1 B 

p i ss§ 

»B« M MO 

h*S6 (Ud) non 

R ooo 

Mg 003 

farto nj ar i Ltd 

aMttortirep ^ 

ttwtotlh giPfafc 5534 M 

S3SSS™ »S » 

anmacr*^ S’S J 1 MO Q 1 *X 

i§§|k 33 i 

| SI 

SI |S 

UK&MryShte 360 


TetWn 8475777 

g^nmfaeom 

Azsec 

fanericarOowi n 


Sanwai 
UKpmwih 

' "3 Ifa Hnd 


HOnaPMACe 
FnuiMrncAcc 
PraroMr he he 


H ” d W Buy 1U 

As a 658 



O fabaK nSidaAa: 

aSjSgugsz 

JapanWhc 
H15g aagnne Acc 

NmAmefOwmow 

gasa? 

KrejeanceAoc 

Ace 

{*'%™?lhhc 
U( 

IK 

UK 1*9 

!5|2r«™w 

“gasa? 


OBD 

3870* SB*33 MB 

*££* 7W84 2B8X 

zraas* 2Z57&S 20SX 
7866 B3« OBI 

OBI 

6061 fPfjT non 

3391 6262 ODD 

^69 8344 000 

77/42 9103 ono 

«|S1 40011 0*3 

37005 042 

«78 5840 458X 

33® 4088 436X 

m » 

% S / 
BSg' 
® ss 

<w*8 51147 494X 

BSB7 4fl4X 
70740 7*062 1E7 

38358 157 

f4B2 5 S3 
8404 BBS 
1*03 070 

NsnB an 


£®E§£hc 

vwddn* .touL N0«dd, 


Prau&i ham,, 


11730 nm 

wees <uo 

w* n&« 548 
6002 -S0C2 247 



X-»4Mb(U 

Copttoitnnwa u w a . m^ ,— 


!i i 


rf/’jbiy 


r^| 





25/SPORT 


the independent 

FRIDAY 

14 NOVEMBER 1^7 


* ^ 


u - 




,;.^v 


Ruby awakening as the son rises 


CHELTENHAM 


Ireland’s champion 
amateur jockey has his 
• first ride at Cheltenham 
this afternoon. He has a 
notable lineage, but fails 
to follow at least one 
family trait, reports 
Richard Edmondson 

Ted WUsh is Mr Ireland, or Mr 
Irish racing at least. He is a 
raconteur, horse trader, former 
amateur riding champion, Fes- 
rival-winning trainer and tele- 
vision commentator. It came as 
a profound surprise wheu 
Mary McAleese edged him 

CHELTENHAM 

125: Indian Jockey will be strong- 
ly fancied to follow up his ali-rhe- 
r . way. Ascot victory a fortnight ago. 
But he has been raised 61b for that 
win and Adrian Maguire could 
pounce with PERKNAPP. This 10- 
year-old showed a liking for this 
track when third in the Grand An- 
nual Chase at ihc Festival in March. 
Flying Instructor has a lot of abil- 
ity but could need this run. 

□CO 

3JMhKUmingtoatsan apple of Josh 
Gifford's eye and this eight-year-old 
most be respected, even though his 
Kempton win last week was in a 


out of being Ireland's new 
President. Today at Chel- 
tenham however there is evi- 
dence of Walsh’s proudest 
posti ng as he proves himself a 
distinguished sire. 

The family Yvfalsb is repre- 
sented For the first time by Tfcd’s 
son, a godsend to headline 
writers and a figure who could 
have inspired numbers by John- 
ny Cash and Kenny Rogers, a 
boy called Ruby. 

This 18-year-old jockey is 
named after Ted's father, the 
last of 10 when the suspicion 
was his family was running out 
of Christian names. His birth- 
day came on the feast of St Ru- 

HYPERION'S 
TV TIPS 


four-hone race in which the hoi 
favourite fell The mnsi likely resuh 
here though is success lor YAHML 
reportedly well forward for this. 

era 

3-35: This cross-counuy course 
presents a riddle for. punters. AT 
least Irish Stamp has already 
proved himself over this truck, is 
suited by the race conditions, and 


pert, and so came the handle, 
later shortened to Ruby. 

The trainer and horse deal- 
er from a fanning background 
in Co Cork begat Ted. who be- 
came a leader in the unpaid rid- 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: I Recall 
(Cheltenham 4.05) 

NEk Irish Stamp 

0-35) 

ing ranks and a scourge of 
weak-willed jumpers. Even to- 
day if you mention the name of 
Ted ttfalsb in a stable all the 
horses' heads duck down be- 
hind the doors of their boxes. 

would be a worthy favourite. Giv- 
ing weight away to all, however, is 
BISHOPS HALL, who could spring 
a surprise if the going remains on 
the fast side. Hany dc Bromhead's 
runiw-r has class and deserves a 
change of luck. 

□□□ 

4.05: Another puzzling betting 
medium, with little evidence an 
which to compare the merits of the 
Irish-trained runners with the home 
contingent. Perhaps a small each- 
way stake on the lightly weighted 
REACH THE CLOUDS is bust. 
This Ove-year-old should be staying 
on wen at the finish. 


There is, however, more 
than one way to skin a horse and 
young Ruby has found a gos- 
samer touch. Last year, be, too, 
became amateur champion of 
Ireland with 35 wins. This year 

he has already posted 25 and will 

almost certainly overtake Pop's 
record of 48. "He's been knock- 
ing round the yard all his life and 
he just has a natural flair for rid- 
ing,” Ted said yesterday. “1 was 
maybe strong and aggressive, 
and, while he has the same 
hunger, he is more polished. 
Someone like Richard Dun- 
woody would be his idol. 

“He's a better jockey than I 
was now, but then that’s not too 
hard for him. He's better but we 
don't know if he’s as lucky as I 
was yet. He's definitely a lot 
more refined and modern-day 
than I was.” This is just as well 
as Tfcd’s technique owed much 
to the times when we used flints 
to start our fires. 

“He's 5ft 10 and a scrum- 
half for the local rugby team,** 
Walsh added. “His ambitions 
are to be a professional jockey, 
but nature will tefl him whether 
that is to be. He’s not growing 
up any more, but he’s a tall chap 
like McCoy or Dunwoody and 
it all depends on if he fills out.” 


Much will also depend on 
bow he performs on big hors- 
es and big racecourses. Ruby 
has already been allowed on his 
father's Triumph Hurdle win- 
ner, Commanche Court, which 
is the equivalent of borrowing 
your Dad's car for the first tune, 
and this afternoon at Prestbuxy 
Park he makes his British de- 
but on Slaney Sauce in the the 
Sporting Index Chase. 

The nine-year-old will not be 
the most unfit horse in the field, 
but on this occasion he may 
have to give second best to Irish 
Stamp (next best 335). who ran 
a cracker behind Bextone at As- 
cot a fortnight ago. This cross- 
country course shotz/d bold no 
problems for Ferdie Murphy's 
chaser as he has been in the 
more life-threatening war zone 
of the Velka Pardubicka. 

There are lots of fancy 
names represented in the tele- 
vised handicap hurdle, but the 
unheralded I RECALL (nap 
4.05) should go well. Oppor- 
tunities exist, too, for the in- 
defatigable Indian Jockey 
(2.25)- and Kendal Cavalier 
(3.00), who looked a bit on the 
Teletubbie side before his vic- 
torious Chepstow reappear- 
ance last month. 


World-wide ban imposed upon Dettori 


As well as the glamour, there 
has been mischievousness for 
Frankie Dettori this year, a sin- 
ning season which culminated 
in a 21-day blanket suspension 
yesterday, the first of its kind 
imposed by the Jockey Club. 

Dettori will now miss the lu- 
crative Japan Cup, which he 
collected on Singspiel 12 
months ago. as well as the Su- 


per Jockeys' Challenge, an- 
other bank manager-pleasing 
event, also in Japan. The last 
seven days of his ban have 
been deferred until the start of 
the next Flat turf season and 
will be activated only if he 
transgresses in the interim. 

Dettori's latest crime was of 
careless riding at Goodwood. It 
was his sixth offence of the sea- 


son and a suspension of 21 days 
was almost inevitable. 

It was, however, the first 
time a punishment had been ex- 
tended to racing outside 
Bri tain. Luca Cumani’s Mods 
will now need a new partner in 
Tokyo a week tomorrow. Tm 
not just missing the Japan Cup 
but. the Super Jockeys’ cham- 
pionship the week after when 


/ was meant to represent Eng- 
land,” the jockey saidyesterday. 
“It’s a huge payday for us and 
something I always like to do. 

“I was planning to ride on 
the all-weather because I was 
going to Japan and I wanted to 
keep fit, but obviously that’s not 
going to be.passible now. 

“Let's not forget that racing 
is a very competitive sport and 


when you go at 40mph you 
make a split decision and some- 
times you make a slight error. 

“1 don't complain at all 
about the system, but I just feel 
a little bit unfortunate it's hap- 
pened to me this year. Let's 
hope 1 can keep a clean sheet 
next year and win some good 
races.” 

- Richard Edmondson 


SOUTHWELL (AW ) 

HYPERION 

12A5 Bold Aristocrat 12-35 Ramsey Hope 1 .05 Cape 
Hope 1.40 Ma Vieile Pouque 2.15 Pas De Uemoiras 
2.45 Ocker 3.20 Blue Zola 335 Paradise Navy 
GOING: Standard 

STALLS; 51 vnflf- outside: rest - nskte DRAW ADVANTAGE: Nona 

# Bbra&and surface; left-hand sharp, oval corns. 

• Racecourse is 3m SE of town and 5rn W of Newark. Rotation 

tion acgokwcouaa ADMlssiONrCWb C12; TsMensateCa {CAP msmbom 
of coufssk Diamond CfeJb £4 CAR MfUC Frw. 

• LEADWG TRAINERS: M Jdvwtcn 53249 (213*4 S B0»1iifl46371 (EA«l 
D Chapman 44-428 flQ3%] J Berry J&-255 (t£7%>. 

# LEADING JOCKEYS: J Quinn 46-564 (82%). Doan McKeown 37-342 
LChemock31~3&t f&6%) G Driffield 30-294 

• FAVOURITES: 541-1006 (330*1 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Ed’s Pofty (T2j(>a EBTtMSure {vteoradl &20j. 

i-to nc l royal bank of Scotland handicap 

[ »Af.UO| STAKES (CLASS F) (DIV I) £3,300 added 7f 

1 006400 THEATRE MAGIC (106) (CD) D Sh»4t)0 C Mwg j 

2 500000 GBWlNEXHN<B)(CO)jA**4B0. — SYfttaorftB 

3 *44® BOLD ARISTOCRAT P3HC) B 60 

4 202203 ZALDTTO (28J T SherhaBn 3 9 8 DnsOTMSB 

5 503060 TROJAN HERO (SAFI (B| Ms M Rjwetey 69 5 A CuCuna /H 

8 000000 UBQH CROFTER g1)(CP)P &nM ■ 1 9 II. HPWhmt B 

7 CEWO STARVWTNESSf17)(p) Afte*ccrnbe590- 

8 251050 BE VMRNH) (10) (CD) 4 RWCS 66 0 "n'KSTSSc 

8 383(03 BTSFOUYpI) SDo»«Bfl - .POOS ( 7)7 E 

0 mum ALRET(11)(D)S Bowrg 6 Bn .CWssisCTiC 

fl 000004 CHALUZ (45) K Burl* S 8 1) - ,0 Snowy (3) 6 

B 543504 BowhQ 3 S B r«£taS£m4 

■Q 88504 WAR P DRWE (227) WMr386 JWBttaonmj 

fa 040-0 5HCETBESS (84) lWfens3B7 — ■ —A Ctt» kt8 

I 6 80040 IMLETRtAN REFURB £8) U OWW 4 B4-. Cwd|Moirfl1B 

« 000 CRH35GAW(M)9*fcMaton504 JflwnW12 

-16 (factored- 

BETTING: 1W BoU Aristocrat, Mono, Al Root, 7-1 Ed* Folfc 18-1 Thi|sn Hem, 
Ba Warned, Cteuz, W»P Drive, 12-1 dtwrs 

qc I CARNATION CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS F) 
l4£,jQ| /QIV I) £3,300 added 6f 

1 005000 RAMSEY HOPE (t8) (D) C FafclMst 4 B 5 LC3anw*3V 

l S WWpt«Ate«mbB3fl1 

6 ca«E 

7 SOM? BaJaafTEUCMIBERW JOMySBtt Gl^nO)2 

8 T3ESC5 ROYAL CTSCADEpllMBVwfehcnaBn 

g 000003 SUPBRAPRAROS (27) S B 11 

? ssss 

l 

* 00 ACCDWBtWTETOU (50 J M Bradtoy 4 84 

| 005M TSprstatO 

HEr ™ tt « M RWr H ° W 
10-1 AhSarah. Scpuppsw LflOxato. in obwm 


Ffncl ORCHID MAIDEN AUCTION STAKES (CLASS 
l,ua l F) £3,300 added 2YO 5f 

1 000 AMER REG9IT (48) P Hattm 8 9 LChsrmcfc 13 

2 000000 UBOU(8 ) JDmbiHcKmmi2 B 

8 550300 RB3PGPPSlfBIPtMngBg_^. 5 WhAwfli 6 

4 300040 CAPE HOPE Hi) R Sots B6 MWsBIB 

5 00 PRECISQype) JMwtonae FHoHooB 

6 0 TEBflEAKpS) WHaggaifle F Lynch 1 

7 00 JOJY HARBOUR (1 8) WV^g^S 84 Jo Human (S) 11 

8 PREOOUSP(BNCmSRa«tB4 .Marita Dwysr 7 

8 840355 GLASSRA/B1ffPEws83 DWgN« 

B 6084 BAULASflXA (13) B ftAngfll TSpn*»5 

11 LJCXETYSWJTMByocflBI U SDRMDS3 

U 463 ATLANTA (24) G Wmduari7 12 JQufanl? 

•0 5 SUMOANCWG (X) J Barry 7 12 ^J>Rwsf(3J10 

-isdidand- 

BETnNG: M ABnla. 8-1 BMiMta. 5-1 Gtass RMA Rid Pwm 8-1 SQn 
Dancing, 10-1 Cape Hops, 14-1 Amber Rspert, Tie Break, 16-1 Milan 

H 4Ai CARNATION CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS F) 
I l,HU l (DIV IQ £3,300 added 6f 

1 02D406 YM HAPPY FUX(2I) fp) (D) B McMahm 581 LNsrtonSB 

2 34040 DAVE ROCK (21) (0> W fair 3 8 H IMtaDw)|wB 

3 400000 nvmEAmRULE(7}RM*gfead3811 DGHBbsp)2 

4 830000 ICE AGE (18) RWtamsSSIl D£»08*aB 

5 004300 1URA BST (123 (0 P Hntam 5 8 11 F Goode (7) 15 

B 430034 SIX COTTAGE P3)RW1MV5 8 B JDasn McKaown 14 

7 -ears PdTTC QAN8BJSE (38){D) D Chapman 3 8 B ACMtafalZ 

8 OOPOO BRIGHT DGSStT Cn) U Vtane487 LOamockll 

8 0008 UUCEAH»tl2qj01»y«B7 .VHrifttan4 

V 54000 08LL9W ( : 3) (CO) H TWta 3 fl 4 KtnTMfarUB 

11 003000 HB/ER GOLF ST0RUH1 (123) B fWM384 PFewvCTI 

12 43441 AaSOLLTTELY AB8TONE (18) P Boo 3 8 2 A McCarthy (7)9 

n 4D000 ONBWffiTW(47)BMinW3a2 DOShasiB 

14 8EAFBMAffTMvHMM>i382 — JtUmlO 

6 004000 RHJSPET (27) S Bowtap 3 6 0 MsOtasoaS 

t 501340 UAViaiE POUQUE (53) (Cl WG U Timer 37 12 P DOS (7) 7 

BETTING: 74 The H tppf FO*. M Omrta Rock, 1M Sifc CDtupe, M«a 
Danasuw, 8-UHtn BsM, Hsnr GoB SKmm; 13-1 DMds And RMs, 16 Mtfan 


r GoB SWIM; 13-1 DMda And Rufa, 16 Mtan 


1C] FARMERS WEEKLY NURSERY HANDICAP 

■ lo l (CLASS E) £4,025 added 2YO 7f 

1 664220 PRMCEASMJ9GH (21) P Htaatam 9 7 LCbamockS 

2 501051 RUSSIAN ROMEO (Z7)B McMahm 90 S Rlghton (7) 10 B 

3 068001 BALAHnA(Z^P)BP*O0l3 TSpntaB 

4 402 ttWCTHEET(I^WItB88S8ffi ^-PLjwfl7 

5 008330 LEOFUC(2B]UF>O0bsb& 1) DeneOTtoflll B 

8 0062 PASDEMEMOHtES(IO) MlnpUrisSB OOggaE 

7 00001 SMOOTH PMNCES8 (2S) (CO) J FizGtr«ldB7 

„BanMacM»HMnBnsffS3 

8 501330 BALQZZA (17) (C) PBsnsB4 JQMna4 

8 3420D PBW.TKJKET (13) P &sns B 3 A McOrthy (7) 8 

0 003 urnECRAO(fflpt)AN4wxB*a7n F Norton 1 

fl 400053 SSLANDGtM.(13)DArtJlrtTO7t2 ; JAmfla[>qnr2 

-11 (factored - 

BETTING: 9-4 Rss de Msmafass, 11-3 Bafante, $-1 Prises AUtaflh. 8-1 RusMci 
Bameo. Mata Strati, Pink Tlckat, 16-1 Smooth Prtncsa*, Ustaza, 12-1 otbsts 

J o acI ROYAL BANK OF SCOTLAND HANDICAP 
STAKES (CLASS F) (DIV II) £3,300 added 71 

1 HC BARNSLEY BELLE (8) (CO) J L Eps 4 9 1? SBuc4fay(7)2 


2 565160 DEmrVALEOB) (CD) GLMxnB98 MYRghmU 

3 056033 MOuyMUSIC (27) (CJCMignxxlS 9S ACfarkU 

4 533030 PHARAOKSJDTfiqA«waito493 DOrtOhtpja 

5 300200 LITTLE BW (41) (CO) PCundM6B2 RPwhwIS 

6 405404 OCKHtpi)Ml*n*ra38l DOggi8 

7 000301 UP IN FLAMES (11) S BmrinQ 6 B O (7n») .Cfaagus(3)5 

B CCDSO GASLESEA(11)BBa{f]39 fl ACufwl 

B 400000 BOUPB«CUL|4q(q(iqEkiaa68T1 Kim TUifar 8 V 

V 040000 NAPOLEON STAR (97) (0) hfes J Ccoe 6 8 11 S«ft**r7 

11 14000 KANOPRMCEpq NBdbbeBs389 F Norton 9 B 

S 135060 Pf««ALBOrmfC097Btalfc9ai4B6 C Lmrttwr (3) 14 

■0 404325 L£60ffl OF ARAGON 01) JGtaW387 SDWHns# 

14 -40880 roySCHOCgaB) J0Ttaly38h -VltaAtoy lO 

■s 06000 GRfl.0FMYDflEAMSff1)MHBMan-3i4B4 SDromlB 

* 4A00 DR CADGARI (11) S G<*np 583 JCttfaTS 

-IBdsctarad- 

BETT1NG: 5-1 lip In Harass, 7-1 Tim Barntaay BMh, PtwaMrt Joy, 8-1 Dsafily 
VMa, UoBy Male, OcKk Lsgcnd Of Anoon, 10-1 oftere 

IQ oft I ULY SELLING STAKES (CLASS G) £2£75 
added 2YO 1m 

1 305351 BWBXNrSG0U)(t3)(D) ICBWM92 SDRimB 

2 00 CUTTING ANSiAKE (13) M Uiarrai 8 11 H Pattern 6 

3 4806 SHARP MONKEY (IS l*B N Nbcata» 8 II £lfflgn(5)5V 

4 0620 VaiTET STORY (91) P Ewn68fl AMeCarthjP)1 

5 00408 WYWURYFUER(3Q PMuphyBII Own MdCwm 11 

6 2(5302 BUIEZ0LA(13) UBbISS G F«Ai»r (5) 10 

7 008008 EB TREASURE (32) NByocA 88 DBmiSV 

8 0000 JOURLLE(37) JWUM4lghl86 Db»7NbE2 

B 500000 MABGICE (13) R HcArahsad Bfl ; OHsydsn(I)tt 

B 000054 MARY LOU (13) MCharronSE ACM12 

Tt 0 MINSTER MOORGATE (8) M W Eesfafcy 8 8 JMsGtean7 

12 03 PRBIARY COLOURS (I^WHaBpsB 6 F Lynch B 

U 0 SNYHTSA KITE PS8) tai Thompson 8 B— VHsBd»y4 

-Udwdatad- 

BETT1N& 94 am Zoh 11-4 Mmary (Mhb% 1-1 SolA 

toy Rjsi; Mary loo, 12-1 Simp IlmijL Vctait Stay, 20-1 Mhm 

10 cel IMS AMATEUR RHJERS* HANDICAP (CLASS 

G) £2^75 added 1m 6f 

1 BOOM GLB3E RATH (JI99) J JanUw 8 SO DrH HumWi (3) 14 

2 06004 REX MUMA (13) P EaoV 5 11 B Ilr A Em (Q 11 

3 436001 KARTTKHYA (FR) (714) LfaNMeoUeySh 4 HrCBonwr2 

4 asmaa vormt(i7)DMi4nt3Tn »TMeCmaiti 

5 000501 WHITLEY GRANGE BOY (3S)JLEyra 4 HO — Mto A Dental <3)7 

8 542 NAVAL GAMS (31) (BF) J to BEKSey4 10 13 HnPRebsan8 

7 05(256 CASTLE SECRET (JZ7) (M 0 BurtW 11 V 7 Jlr G Rfchmh (7) 13 

8 005441 mBAOSE NAVY |H)(D5CEp(rtriB tin 

— MnERmtasatOB 

9 0046(0 NOSEY NATIVE (38) J Puce 4 1)9 itasLPssmlE 

U 33)000 STALLED (38) (CD) PWatayn71}6 

Hm c h lon n Btandkmfl 5 V 

11 0E0D- DOUBLE mHO (382) JBbIWIB «3_lfcsEJQhT«odHqt^Uon3 

12 030504 SPICK AND SHUT p7]C Thorton 3 10 1 far JCrontayP) 16 

U 00006/ PROraSKWfrBB^GEnilEfaeBV) lbs to Enright (7) 4 

« 4000 SINGLE MAN (11) BBaurfi 4 97 Mtasfi H Pod* (7) 17 

6 000000 ELMDO(fT)(OI)DCh^xnan997 HtaRCUl 

« 000000 NOTATION (a 0 Chapman 3 97 — UrRQtrti(7)8 

17 OOOOff QJSSA(42Q GKdyfl97 UrC VMsea (7) 12 

-17<factand- 

Uhtmuar* u l glt. Bat7ax Tn*tarxSC8p*v && -SngbitBn33t8g>, gAktoatfSft 
NoUfan Oat 2£>. Ssx BstllS). 

KtnW)£ 72 PamdM Nny, 8-1 Naval Gnaa, 7-1 WbMay Granga Bey; Caaba 
Secret, S-1 Hbx Uunll, Tbf Ihl, Spick And Span, 10-T others 


R ACING 

TAUNTON 

• . 1 1. UTT^HOOUGANfL^ar 

4- 1 jt fav; 2. tor 

5- 1 11 IW. % V*- (8 rtWrt'**# ^ 
E2JM; Etltt EVBQ, ,£301 pftOTa CSK 

- E ffi» THeast caoa 

- DF iSn sstsS-j) 

f rn.it) CSF: Esau Th^t wens* iw- 

■ «S<®aS25i 

• $ ■- ’(O ONA CHfidwham). 

F.- Si'gSS; K SSyohd is.rap 

- - :csF-.Ensr. 




TMK £2060; £400 Etoa £S6a DF: 0510. 
CSF: C2aiflTrio: CT3SS0 (JW1 «n). KB: 

‘rtTiSawtKip 

izasnstt : 

C1SQ 




_ 17m •w-S; 

3*SsSK2«»b 3s 

moi 


EXETER ' - ' 

HYPERION 

1^0 Sursum. Cerda 2.0 Damas 235 Woe 
Windy 3.10 Karicleigh Boy 3.45 Dantes Cav- 
aller 4.15 Pete The Parson 

GOING: Gtxid to Soft (Soft in phees). 

• RfaM-hond. untUsftTfl csniraa Rurv4n ol 250 yaiUs. 

S Fh»acoi»so IB 5m SW at Exoter on A3& ADWSSIOti: &WW- 
stsnd SPsadockCtt; 8»w Rtag £6 (Bccompahtod uvtoF-Ds frar^. 
CAR RARK: £2 on rate; £2 members; rernaaidsr frsa. 

• LEADING TRAINERS: to Pipe 66-262 (252%), Mto* H KnIBW 
33-108 (3Qfi%\ P Hobbs 31- IB (202%) H firost 15-189 (116K) 

m LEADING JOCKEYSS J Osborns 21-78 (28M), C Mauds 14-80 
(175%). A Magtdra 7-84 (10S*) 0 SaNar 0-65 (GL2M) 
FAVOURITES: 1B2-483 (389%). 

BUNKSTBIFWST TIME: 3pkd Flyar. Sutota Praam frfeorBtggU 




f] BRAMBLE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
[j £3,000 added 2m if 110yds 
1 KEN mac (FR) 






tmr. ' 




5— ..GSupptap) 
a4U«_JIFtaRM 
^<5t)C— JOaboma 
tamsSUfLSMoMi 
HI12iarOMcPlHf(7) 
Hmr4V12_ 






mm 


pg ^ gaasaa 








Vrr^ca 




I 1 KENnSKirTq 

8 

3 0- 

4 06- 

a 1/FP 

8 04SP- 

DBMgaatar 

7 0280IP MYBRJJBOYttSJF Jcrton Bt) 12 JBCtartep) 

9 2f1R- ROYAL ARCTIC (»*^ S AfcAr 7 {5, 

9 0SV SOLMUacp4l)JKta95Jpt2 „DJtere nagh(5) 

B 4fl- SURSUNC8RDA(2SC>WTFtwarB»fiJ*limwi 

II 5/00- TOM TUGG (20) W McKercfaCotaa 7 D C — S taniogb 

5 2NYN*L(F486!)DGBn(*a>4 n 12 _.Glktai 

■B 4404 CRYSIW.JEMB.p^PHmS'DT AThontai 

14 2M2&- DEVON PEASANT (202) LGOOttal 5 ®7»JlrLJl|tad 

6 035- SAlXYGML(P23a)AFo«tor4t)7 ^ — Gtadtay 

« 0000 8PLA8HOFBLAK0eY(lO)SKnigMB®7 — JOJoty 

-IBttodarart- 

BETTWQ:84iKfaiHta>,3-iaa**riCta<ta,8 J lOo*cnjtoiaai_d.l-1 Hty- 

M AibHc. Qptal JshI, 10-1 Ashfag Fbr^ I0ng», Aik InTkw, 1M ctoim 

rb nn SW RACING CLUB CONDITIONALS 
2.00 1 SELLING HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
G) E2y400 added 2m If 110yds 

1 9112a MIMSffTB (til 

2 25650 BSHOPS CASTLE (36) (CO) R^Frort 9 fl OT Oyoonor H 

3 5P0OT- AiiCESM«ftOB^WI f.B^ 6PttLQia«iMg 

4 K054- URBAN IflYBWimiDlHHWfrtTtll p'JItanfc gB 

5 COM SW PAGEANT ftp KMfrad* B pfl — I* n f *" r CT j 

6 SP24- . ftWSWN (24^ J *nnshai^~.---Hsu«ta4P) 

7 CF&P TBHMCALMOVEl»7)GVtanai00 PHantay 

-7thetorad- 

«‘^5asaasa£aa8ai» 

114 Paten, 14-1 Sk P^aart. 15-1 WflludBid Mow 


l0"ocl CITY OF EXETER HANDICAP CHASE 
l™!rJ (CLASS D) £5,000 added 2m Gf 110yds 

1 25312- ffiCTDRY GARDEN (203) TRntar 8 11 « A Thomtou 

2 OGfM WKWteYflB) (D) J GSbri 8 11 7 PHkta 

3 1FW- WLTRKpsS) KGUnp-fl fl 1 RJobneon 

4 21/F3I ABAWlRD(10)(CO)RFtaaB1lOpBO JFhnl 

-4ttoctarad- ' 

BETTING: WAhmord, 7-4 RactonfGanton, M Wa*Wtod^ 14-1 HTHx 

PTi nl CffY OF EXETER NOVICE HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS ^ £3,000 added 2m 6f 

1 3205/P PORRIDGE HU. (B) J SMshelor 7 11 D SFot 

2 233214 KARKLHGH BOY (7) (C) R Frost 811 3 T(TCo««Mr (7) 

3 29235 SftUKLSfG BUCK (E§N/*ifto5 012 — GqrUntaffl 

4 P-0323 SPIRAL FLYB1 (1 B) M Usher 4 « 7 WHdtattandB 

5 0QN2- PALACE PARADE (4021 A H±h8 7 T) 4 ATborttw 

8 8404-4 BROWN WREN (tq P Hobbs BID 4 ,JtaRWk«B(7) 

7 9VP/0 TAlSTVi p$l*sJSatmaaV0- TDaseo ad»B 

8. ORPP-0 KV1_E DAVC ( F Jonfal 5 « 0 R Farad 

B CFMP SOLA'S DREAM (B)G HenrS V0 J>HMMy(3)V 

-Bdadarad- 

JMaum 4o(pMr UW TwBlmntkapNefgmK ARpK/0d»AriB>flsi8B4 
Sf*b0ma»9tfrJb 

BETTIKta 11-4 Bro-BWren, 3-1 SpM Rfar.M S|«rtk« Back, Ftataca 
Panda, 84 KaricWgh Bays u-1 Sub's Dreeot, 1W Dtttais 

P T Z E 1 SOUTH WEST RACING CLUB NOVICE 
CHASE (CLASS D) £5,000 added 2m 3f 

1 22K2- DANTB CAVALEH (273) (BF) D Gaiddb 7 « t2 

GBradtaf 

2 9/08 DONILEAVEIHEtEST (20) R Cut* 7 V O DUorrfa 

3 /558F- GLBDOE(282) ATtanelBloa LHaney 

4 4e/2-HBVJ«fO(3tn)(BF) JGVfcRjeO-E FM de 

5 Off- SNOWSMLL (MRVST B79) A TUruf B 10 C_5 McNea 

8 2B22- STB> OH EYRE (186) T Foretai 7 0 12 .RJctanan 

7 2M- WHKARO KSW (194) RHodgesS VO — TGaacontae 

8 54944. KONBES 168007(274)0 Asphalt 6 OTHrONcPtal (7) 

-Sdadtami- 

BETUNG:&-1 Dane* Con>e«;M Stop On Eyn^ 4-1 H»«bAnd,B-2Yhy- 
nard tOng. 1M OontfawtaheoBsL 1V1 aBma 

f a fg] TARKA HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS DJ 
It- 1 ?! £4,000 added 2m 3f 

1 33/0- (38MBON KING (269) TFtnW Still AThomBo 

2 4PZQB RUSTYflB.pJ)WQUBi«r71lB JP*aer(7) 

8 B2/1- DEYMUR(371) DGsntfcfaSll B— GBtatfey 

4 42FM- HOLDGICtnSF(177)(C) RF<Wt7114 JRM 

5 O0fr 1GGMS pS6) J GBtad 7 OT-- PHd* 

6 45/IF- MYIK)URSOT^p5®(BRDGantUb7103~4Sfailfln 

7 UC8 / PEIETHE PARSON pO)(C)(P)J CM BO 0-4 Oabona 

8 B/M2 TO£BBfDfflWW GHll ^®* D -- GS, W ,, W B 

—8 (factored - 

umkwKm. Bww^MtPaeltaRwM 9iriSft,niBifiitivM6it 
BETTING: 58 Crtaaon Hne, 7-2 Deyinta^ M Peta Ufa P6r*t», H-2 
Hotebndoia.S e i. uuiiw e. 8-1 Tgqlna, 12-1 The IBnttet, 20-1 Ruatr Rta 


HYPERION 

1.15 IV F<> ur 3-0° .. 

1-50 The Flying Doctor (nb) 3-35 

225 PERKNAPP (nap) 4J5 Reach The Qoucte 


GQIHfl: flood (cnaa<«unliy txwa- Good 

(tlKWOWonl 17-05(02%). HH-«esi3%VAPMeOW 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: N WBBninon — ^ wteron, T6 ndM A r 

2944 (81»4. A Mafltdra 22-143 (&«.), M A Ftes**** (nWL 

# FAVOURf7E5L' OO wha ton 4£B racae (382*4- 

BLMKERED FWST TIME: The Prtima (ataend, aDtXi LaartaMm (waoiwL**^; 

{'-■ 4 cl COLN VALLEY FISH AND GAME AMA™" "JS 8 
I 1 - 15 ! HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) £5,000 added 3m 7f_ 

1 U5PW- GRANGE BRAKE (221) (C)(D|pka 4 itakONIWKon-Ontaa 11 11 ISieSjto^w (7J 

2 PS3Z9 PYR FTXW £7) (S D Gra») G fcfcCoit TJJITL----— — j SiSS mn 

3 3U5S- COURT IEjOOY ( 107) {«* CotXP^P Wi* 9^ 

4 48FB 4AMBP1GGmCT(B9»i570«ftrt|^MP(pi«na_-Jr&™™g 

5 33SU6 mi«UJKfl^(n)(ULa*«)RartlD* , B far H www* f.) 

BETTWG: 7-4 Court Matods 1M Jtaroea Piefl. M Gnw®i Braka. 1V2 Pr T’ 1 

1006: no campentog race 

FoniKamje _ 

Amateur-rider chases tee are not 
In parttaUta loote ful ol pttfafe JAMES PIGO manned > 
of IMncanton sec days ago. but this counm w* s& 
course und dtatance tanner - and ha won tor Isa any 
here last month when 20 lengths too goodtor Paper Star, ta ”Lg! 

we^hLJameePIgfl won BwotWs Aral sown starts two ■waatw^owidoaso’^^ 
warn csinect^ » hangths fmm Grange Brake at VMfimiHB 

is 7B}twtyfeb<rt Jaws Pita hart ptentytahana and was fttolB na ah ead aOwga 

Breka tar a aacttnd une Mvirei Gramje Breha is not an 

and mar need this first race far 221 days, buthe woifcl ha« a strong chantw m hte 
best and is not too bady harweapperi "har dratang a tta* lest «Mon.Owit»itato2r 

BiceMHnwltwwsMrwtarKl he was a good fifth WBMbtaffwtoaakno^IttB 

hi the Scottish Brand Ftobontoaftyhs February IhadttUrt f^ffierta at Utt wMaryg] 
2fl. Joa Ttezard steered hkn to vkanry re Fbfi^atme Iho previous nneetB^burtCourt 
Melody er+jyBd the cut underfoot that day. WlwnBc has ®chan« rtT1WT2fcbut 

atarrastimaa Jumps taw. whtoPyrRfaBi taied off bahtadPinoTlbneM^lrattafldarte* 

aoa haaalair bltofabfity but k an ureefiabie jumpac Setecdoic JAMES PK3G 

r-f 'c n l EUROBALE CONDmONAL JOCKEYS HANDICAP HUR- 
f - JU l DLE (CLASS E) £4,000 added 2m 110yds 

1 -FF132 NOBLE COLOURS f14) (Q (S G Grifitas} 3 GtiffiteA 11 V =5 °*^— 

2 gang HOTgY TRADER (i^ (D) pjmB 8yntfcato1 M Htwifltai (W 511 8 — POHatrifli 

3 daps THE fiyiHG DOCTOR )14) (D) (g) pawd U Wfcna) G Bating 7 11 3 — A Bate ; 

4 320505 ta3STOJNYKILLC15)(D)lAS«*)A5adi<0rt)«m EHuteidB 

5 62DO- MUSEUM US2) IR □ Bober &RJBBU4PMfmafii SO C XAtpaa 

6 000/0- /UM8RAIJY1IWN(513)OT{MEKH(hsnflRBR<l!Brtofl OO £Hogn 

7 40an- COME ON PENNY (41gP [ AEtel) PBandcfcB OB Sod* MBcbi* 

BETTING: 11-4 Hoow Bad*; 7-a Nohfa Colaere, 4-1 Tlw Ffctafl DatSK, S-1 Muntn, Cone On 
Penny, ID-1 Mbs FmqfNB, 2M ArknbaBy Way 
199K Harrison 4 B 0 D SabBf 7-2 (B Mknan) 8 tan 

FORM GUIDE 

MUSBJM caught e tartar iithB shape of » Dante whan a sManglh second oRchwd 
Rowes gelding a Sandown in March, but wen In good fashion at FOtaatnne the time 
before when, partnered by Xavier Aopuru ha came home with h lengths to spare 
over previous winner Dsaohm. Trua the ground was bottontieswlhat day and this aur- . 
fees coiid be to complete contrast but Museum probably acts wo* enough on It to 
batfihfc apposition. He was Mgfty strong ewer timber two seasons bog but there coud 
he mors improvement to como now that he la teaming to settie. Noble Cotows mbs 

an eighHsngthseoond to Desert Mountain at WatfMray last time and he hart tookart , 

a shade unlucky when tiM to Msfuunire hare the time before - being blocked In hta 
rui coming down the hi. He ia proving a good buy at lha \300gna he cast at the As- 
cot Octobv Sates bst yeat; but is more exposed than Museum. Honey Tladar has 
that dreaded afimarri ■secontfeis'. buMatod by orty a neck to tana is-nmnor haul- 
cep at Gowran Park last month. Coma On Painty is a Ightiy-recad mare who won a 

S-nnitir novices’ hunfe at UtarcestBr find time pp last season (September^ but lack 1 
of aitparienca coiid bo her downtal Selection: MUSEUM 1 

OKI MITSUBISHI SHOGUN TROPHY (HANDICAP fTvTl 

■*°1 CHASE) (CLASS B) £10,000 added 2m ^fTJ 

1 MEAN JOCKEY fl3)(D) (Blurt U Itercsr) U F^a 5 SO A P McCoy 

2 34U43- TBdNONTINAiruBfllBKOUBatePartnaBhrt R PIMps 6120— RDBiwoody 

3 4JF31- FlYWG W3TRUCT0R (181) (D) ^Sdy Lye^ P R Vtatbor711 11 NWSamsoo I 

! 4 Wit- CAaEQUMAIIE(S80IP)WCctun»PBartw)PMdiclB711B — TJMmphy 

5 U4232- IBSTBtOODYfOl) (CD) (Bt) pksRMHQ JKhfllt 11 8 IIARtcgeiald 

B 2P3-22 PHWRAPP (4B) (D) (BF) (Ub Seam* Purcel) A J Uurfan (M)W 10 G — AMagcfc* I 

T -1OTZ AHLAH(IISAH15(D)(BF)(towaoninOPHiJlB500 BPoart 

-7 (fadared- ! 

BETTING: 74 bKfan Jackal 4-1 Flytafl InatadOA 82 Cal Eqttaame, 7*1 Parttnapp, Amlih, . 
10-1 lltator Oddy, 14-1 Ttaa Wont YML 
193G Itanuskta 8 fl 2 J Otfaome 0-1 (0 Swwood) 4 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

PERKNAPP to a relailvely BghUy-rac8d 10-yeaPOld who was in good form last season 
and ran upeetty wel when three lengths thfcH nearest at the ftwh, to Uncto Emie 
in the Grand Annual here. Ha vns a few pountb outside the weight* proper that da* 
but geta Wo tito haraticap with tin racing weight of Vat 13b and Mian Magitaob 
mount has been givnn seven masks to freshen up skico a second ii a Ustorea hand- 
icap fitn 4f) ta Septambec tautian Joctasy passed hto toughest test to dWa when, rao- 
tag wkh hta longue tied down, he beat a decent field lor file United House Construction 
Hancfieep Chess a! Ascot last ttae. l-fs record off V wins from 25 starts shows hour 
wel ho has been pta(»darri hte confidence must be at a high, txdhehadKJstatAa- 
□ol and looks much more vcinerabto here under 12 sL Time MbnTWafiiiKtsJusIbe- 
htad Parttnapp In the Grand Annual - a race ha won the prevkaw year - and has no 
waWn pul to help. Ha seema to be more of a apring horaa. MMer Oddy must be ona 
of Jeff Ktngfc favourites and goes v«l firet itino up. Ha ted hta torn roaly wel Iasi 
season but Brea to domtawe and prefers some cut to the gmnd. Amlafi is a frae-go- 
tag sort loo, no could spol Atiatsr OddyS ftn. Rytng Instructor looks e better ches- 
ertoan hBweaahunfcrandhtoiloislhto Or Royal inthaAildeherewasaoammQndaMe 
eWort, as was hta Artraa effort attarwaida Ha Ml three out in the luwtocrf chase there 
but might wef hava troubted MuHgesi uti wry il sB. Call Eqmname s aa prograastve aa 
any ol thaae and began hta chasing career last season with novice wins al Chepstow 
and Wtofcoatai; but this to hto first outing tor 384 days. Selection: PB1KNAPP 

10 nnl STEEL PLATE AND SECTION NOVICE CHASEF^S - ! 
1 J,UU I (CLASS B) Cf 0,000 added 3m If 

1 OtfD-1 KBUALCAMALSIM(IUndNhgfiddD«MBRUMren7flS DrSabar 

2 VS-1 KUmtGTOh(V) (HTPatwri) JGitfadana LAapef 

3 THEPROUS(SQ (1W JMn^NTwst»-Cto4e86TI 5 CUHeOyaV 

4 0*3*12 COQLREU3flO(13){MnAJatn)an] M Hatogan (tl) 8 n 0 Magiire B 

5 fltfl- STRONG CHAIRMAN (202) (Hfltfi Co (BaiTB7atiin^Nchofc 6 fl 0-TJMnpby 

8 030- YAHH(193)(D)(WESUfiJCkl7fl0 U A Hhgtoakl 

-BdKfared- 

BkllMG: 2-1 WmL7-2 Tha Prams, 4-1 Strang Chtonren, 84 Kfintagton, 11-2 Ksmtai Can- 
Uai; 132 Codrea Lord. 

1906: Storm Ttackw 7 fl 5 U Rahento 8-1 (C Wtaattan) 4 nn 
FORM GUIDE 

Ytihmt put in soma sterfcig efforts over hunfias tost season, bid dd not always find 
much off tha bride - notoSy whan fourth to Forest hany at AWree ki lha spring. The 
way he Arnped huitites lands encouregement to his prospects of maktag tt aa a chaa- 
ac but perlrapa a bant three mfias wi auk hkn betfac THE PROMB dd not Junto al al 
fluantly in tin process of beating Alaskan Hair at Haydock the Oder dey, but ha can 
gat bettor, partiedarty in the first- timo visor. TWa Is much more compotitne, but this 
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EQUES TRIA NISM 

Harrogate on 
the map after 
Lottery award 


• The 1999 European Show 
j Jumping Qiampionships are 
: likely io take place attheYork- 
= shire Agricultural Society’s 
1 showground at Harrogate, 
! thanks to an award of £481,880 
: from loneiy funds. 

The En#sh Sports Council, 
: who grtpiinis ter the World Class 
: Events Programme of the Lot- 
i teiy Sports Fund, has agreed in 
i principle to the payment II re- 
? mains for the International 
i Equestrian Fiederation (FEI) 

' (q award the championships to 
; Britain, which seems probable 
: now that lottery funding has 
i been agreed. 

The Iasi time a major in- 
! ternational showjumping title 
: was decided in Britain was 
: back in 1982 at Hickstead, 

i where Paul Schockem5hle won 
: the second of his three indi- 

■ vidual European titles. The 
I FEI Bureau, now meeting In 
; Tbronto, s expected to back the 
i Harrogate bid as a means of re- 
: fu ming Britain to the centre of 
j the showjumping stage. 

Harrogate has never yet 
1 hosted a major international 
; show, but it has all the necessary 
i facilities — as acknowledged 
: when it was part of the British 
i bid that finished second for the 
i 3 998 Warid Equestrian Games. 

“The site is ideal,” Simon- 
; Brooks-Wkrd, who has helped 

■ in negotiations for Lottery 
i funds, said. “Tt has a delightful 
; oval-shaped arena as well as 
; permanent stabling and cater- 

• ing facilities.^ 

Brooks-War d. who runs the 
; Royal Windsor and Olympia 
j shows, will be Championship 
; Directorofthebigeventifthe 
i plans reach fruition. 

The submission to the Sports 
j Council was prepared by An- 
\ drew Finding (secretary gener- 
\ al of the British Shew Jumping 
; Association), B31 Henson (di- 
I rector of Burghley and 
; Bramham Three-Day Events) 
I and Brooks-^rd. 

Sir Rodney Walker, chair- 
! man of tbe English Sports 
i Council, has already given his 
j encouragement by describing 
j the Harrogate project as “pre- 

• dsely the type of event that the 
i W)dd Class Programme was es- 
! tablished to supporL" 

- Genevieve Murphy 

! SAILING 


Pressure on 
in Whitbread 

TWo lull gales are predicted for 
the Whitbread fleet over the 
next 72 hours as they barrel 
their way through the Southern 
Ocean on the second leg from 
Cape Tbwn to Fremantle, West- 
ern Australia. 

Still way out in the lead is 
Gunnar Krantz in Swedish 
Match, 190 miles ahead of In- 
novation Kvaemer and anoth- 
er 100 in front of Tbshiba. 
These three are well clear of a 
chasing group of five, any of 
whom could make big gains in 
terms of places. 

EF Language skipper, Paul 
Cayard, says he is heading for 
52 degrees south and investing 
in the future. “I am really en- 
joying this experience. It is the 
ultimate camping trip and the 
only time in my life I can get fo- 
cused on just one thing,” he said 
yesterday. 

On third-placed Tbshiba, 
the British skipper, Paul Stand- 
bridge, said: “The Southern 
Ocean we all know so well has 
arrived in full force, but we are 
worrying about a high pressure 
ridge that is moving in on us.” 
Second-placed Kmi Frosted on 
Norway’s Innovation Kvaemer 
said that, while they had pulled 
back 40 miles on Swedish 
Match, damage, which was al- 
ready affecting them, was 
something that all the boats 
would now have to be wary 
about 

— Stuart Alexander 
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Striking gaps 
in the French 
preparations 


With just over six 
months to go before 
they host the 1998 
World Cup finals, France 
appear strong in all 
departments - except 
one. 

PM Show on the 
continuing search for a 
Gallic goal scorer. 


Sain t-Etie tine was once Nap- 
oleon’s arsenal and nowadays 
manufactures tanks. In symbolic 
terms, it seemed the ideal set- 
ting for France to discover 
fresh firepower ahead of the 
World Cup finals. Instead, 
Wednesday's flattering victory 
over Scotland provided anoth- 
er damp squib for Aixnd 
Jacquet ’s team. 

As the French remember 
fondly from their triumph in die 
European Championships of 
1984, host nations tend to fare 
well in major tournaments. 
Viewed in a purely statistical 
light, France appear to be on 
course to maintain that tradi- 
tion next summer. They have 
now lost just two of their 39 
matches under Jacquet, with 
only England winning in the last 
20 games on French soil 
The facts mask worrying 
signs, however, especially in the 
striking department. Having 
called up the heavy artillery in 
the shape of the two leading 
scorers in domestic football. 
Step bane Gurvarc'h and Lilian 
Laslandes, Jacquet must have 
been disconcerted to find that 
neither was sufficiently sharp to 
trouble unduly a Scottish de- 
fence lacking its linchpin, Col- 
in Hendry. 

It took a full-back, Pierre 
Laigle, to score France’s first, 
with a generous assist from the 
Scotland goalkeeper Neil Sul- 
livan. Gordon Dune equalised 
immediately and might have 
had a hat-lrick before Laigle 
was fouled in the penally area. 
Youri Djorkaeff scored tom 
the spot to secure a repeat of 
last month's similarly uncon- 
vincing defeat of South Africa. 

A local crowd weaned on 
Michel Platini and "fas Vbrts” of 
Saint-Etienne, who reached 
the European Cup final 21 
years ago, were not won over. 
When the final whistle sound- 
ed, they made their displeasure 
painfully apparent. 

Winning, it appears, is not 
enough in itself for France, al- 
though priorities are liable to 
change entirely once the rest of 
the planet arrives in June. 
Jacquet may well have been 
right when he said; “Nobody 
will complain if we win the 
World Cup final 1-0.” 

Yet the French look no more 
menacing or unpredictable in at- 
tack than durin g Euro 96, when 
feebleness in front of goal cost 
them dear. Not only did they fan 


.to score in 120 minutes against 
a modestly equipped Czech 
Republic in the semi-final, but 
they could not beat them on 
penalties either. 

That the problem persists can 
be gauged from the demands for 
the recall of Jean-Pierre Papin, 
who was to Gerard Houllier’s 
regime what Gary Lineker was 
to Bobby Robson’s. Now push- 
ing 34, Papin is partnering 
Laslandes at Bordeaux. Nicolas 
Quedec, of Espanyol, is a more 
plausible candidate, but the 
likelihood is that France will go 
into the finals with an unproven 
strike force. 

The biggest redeeming fea- 
ture of the showing against 
Scotland was the form of Zine- 
dine Zidane. Despite being 
followed everywhere by Billy 
McKinlay, the Juventus play- 
maker demonstrated much of 
the cunning, vision and exper- 
tise on set-pieces that per- 
suaded Jacquet he could afford 
to ditch Eric Cantona. 

Zidane received good sup- 
port from Didier Deschamps, 
the player once derided by Can- 
tona as a near “water carrier” - 
while Arsenal’s Emmanuel Pe- 
tit provided art industrious foil 
for his more gifted colleagues. 

On paper, defence is Fiance's 
strongest suit. Lilian Thuram is 
arguably the best and quickest 
defender in Sene A , with Mar- 
cel Desailly not far behind. 
Which made it ah the more sur- 
prising that the Scots carved 
them open on several occasions, 
pointing up a lade of pace in Lau- 
rent Blanc which could be more 
ruthlessly exploited by the South 
Americans and Africans. 

For all that, Craig Brown 
cautioned yesterday against 
writing off France as potential 
world champions. “I stiQ thjnk- 
they could be real contenders,” 
the Scotland manager said. 
“The dress rehearsal is never the 
final production. They’ve got an 
excellent coach plus some mag- 
nificent players tike Zidane, 
Deschamps and Desailly - it’s 
just that they lack a cutting 
edge.” 

So why the jeers and whis- 
tles? “It may have been that they 
expected us to be cannon fod- 
der because last time we were 
in France, in Paris eight years 
ago. we got beaten 3-0. Anoth- 
er reason is perhaps that the 
fans see dub sides like Stras- 
bourg beating Rangers and Liv- 
erpool without anyone in 
Jacquet's squad. So they expect 
the national team to wipe the 
floor with us.” 

The French cockerel may be 
carping rather than crowing 
right now. But with seven 
months to gp, the precedents 
suggest there is still time for a 
goalscorer to emerge. There 
were, after all, barely four 
months left before the 1966 fi- 
nals when England first took a 
chance on a certain Geoff 
Hurst. 



Marseilles’ Fabrhcio Racvanelli (right) and Ciro Ferrara, of iuventus, prepare for Italy’s 
second leg against Russia in Naples tomorrow. The first leg in Moscow ended 1-1 . ' . 

Signori blow for West Ham 


The West Ham manager. 
Harry Redknapp, has pulled 
out of an ambitious bid to sign 
Lazio’s Guiseppe Signori on 
loan - because the player’s 
wage demands were too hig h . 

Redknapp had hoped to 
land the Italian international 
striker, 31, on loan until the end 
of the season, but bis personal 
terms and a loan fee of 
£200,000 scuppered the deal 
Signori is believed to have 
wanted about £800,000 to 
spend the rest of the season at 
Upton Park, and Redknapp 
admitted that was too big a 
price to pay. However, he 
added: “He would have been a 
fantastic player for the club, 
there's no doubt about that' 9 
Alex Ferguson, the Man- 
chester United manager, will 
travel to Santiago to watch 
Chile's centre-forward in action 
against Bolivia in a World Cup 
qualifier on Sunday. The 22- 
year-old has reportedly been 
priced at £12m by his Argen- 
tinian dub, River Plate, but Fer- 
guson said: “The fee for Salas 
is not something that concerns 
me at this moment He is still 


a young playerwith many good 
years ahead of him. f am going 
out there with an open mind, 
simply to have a look at him for 
myself in action.” 

United were relieved to 
hear yesterday that Gary Pal- 
lister, their England centre- 
half^ may be back in action 
soon. A scan on the back injury 
that caused him to withdraw 
from the England squad to 
face Cameroon tomorrow 
showed no serious damage. 

The Sunderland striker 
Craig Russell will complete a 
transfer to Manchester City if 
he passes a medical this morn- 
ing. The wing-back Nicky Sum- 
merbee will move in the 
opposite direction - both play- 
ers axe valued at £lm. 

Ipswich Tbwn have paid 
£800,000 for the Bury striker 
David Johnson. The centre- 
back Chris Swailes, valued at 
£200,000, has moved to Gigg 
Lane as part of the deal. 

Blackburn Rovers are chas- 
ing Oldham Athletic’s Eng- 
land Under-21 left-back, Carl 
Serrant, who was a target for 
Southampton last season. 


Middlesbrough are hoping 
to sign the Manchester United 
winger Ben Thornley, who is 
also wanted by Huddersfield, 
for around £750,000. 

Premia: League dubs can 
expect to receive £100m from 
a three-year deal to screen 
matches overseas whid> W3sgiv- 
en the approval of dub chair- 
men in London yesterday. 

The deal has not yet been 
signed but a contract is likely to 
be finalised in the near future. 
The current deal, which was 
agreed in 1992, is worth just £9m 
per year. Yesterdays meeting 
approved a bid from Mark Mc- 
Cormack’s TWI Group and 
the French television company, 
Canal Plus, in preference to a 
bid from CSX, the sports mar- 
keting company which currently 
holds the contract 
- The new deal is in addition 
to the £740m television contract 
that the Premier League' has 
signed until 2001 with BSkyB 
and the BBC for the rights, to 
televise Premiership matches in 
this country. 

. -’Rupert Metcalf and 
Alan Nixon 


Advantage Greece as England falter late on Wilkinson wary of Russia 


Greece Under-21 J. 

England Under-21 0 

Traian os Dellas scored one 
goal and Nikos Liberopoulos 
added another as England’s 
Under-21 side succumbed to 
two late goals to their Greek 
counterparts in a European 
Under-21 Championship play- 
off first-leg in Iraklion, Crete, 
yesterday. 


Dellas opened the scoring 
from a free-kick from outside 
the area, which took a wicked 
deflection, in the 74th min ute. 
Liberopoulos made it 2-0 with 
a twice-taken penalty kick, con- 
ceded by goalkeeper Richard 
Wright, in injury time. Mo- 
ments earlier John Curtis, the 
Manchester United defender, 
had been sent off after being 
shown his second yellow card. 

Peter Taylor's England 


team, who had conceded only 
one goal in their eight group 
matches bad been under severe 
pressure for much of the match. 
The second leg is at Norwich on 
17 December. 
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Howard Wilkinson believes his 
squad of England youngsters 
could see their European 
dreams upstaged by Russia when 
the countries’ respective Under- 
18 sides meet at Crewe zonjght 

The England coach is wor- 
ried that bis highly paid young 
players could be surprised by a 
team playing for their financial 
futures. 

Wilkinson said; “Most of 
them see football as a way out. 


The face of Moscow we saw 
when we played there recent- 
ly certainly didn't look like the 
land of milk and honey to us. 

“The team we played 
against out there had some out- 
standing players. They were 
very, physical but also flexible 
and quite agile.” 

The hosts need to win to en- 
sure they go through to a play- 
off against France to qualify for 
the European Championships. 


Better news 
for McCarthy 

Mick McCarthy, the Republic 
of Ireland manager, had some 
welcome good news yesterday: 
his veteran midfielder Ray 
Houghton came through his 
first framing session of the 
week to clear up doubts over an 
injured ankle. The former Liv- 
erpool man can now expect to 
start tomorrow's World Cup 
ptoy-off second leg against Bel- 
gium in Brussels. 

“He has done everything 
that was asked of him and he 
is certainly available for selec- 
tion,” McCarthy said. The full- 
back Tfeny Phelan is out of 
contention, though, showing 
no improvement in the calf in- 
jury he collected during train- 
ing on TUesday. Blackburn’s Jeff 
Kenna will probably be re- 
called in place of the injured 
Denis Irwin at right-back, with 
Steve Staunton on the left 
Another man with injury 
problems is Cesare Maldini, 
Italy’s coach, whose side meet 
Russia in Naples tomorrow. 
Christian Vieri is out and his 
understudy at centre-forward, 
Pierluigi Casiraghi, is not fully 
St which could mean a start- 
ing place for Fabrizio RavanellL 
The Russian coach, Boris Ig- 
natiev, also has problems. Ttvo 
members of his squad failed to 
show up in Naples. “I don’t 
know where [Vhieri] Yesipov 
and [Yevgeni] Bushmanov have 
got to," he said. It later tran- 
spired that Yesipov was prepar- 
ing for a knee operation, witile 
Bushmanov’s club. Torpedo 
Moscow, said be bad not trav- 
elled to Italy because his airline 
ticket was not delivered in time 
for the squad’s departure. 

- Rupert Metcalf 


Buglione can 
burst net for 

Bloodvessel 
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Kevin Keegan and Ray 
Wilkins will be taking 
their Fulham side on a 
day trip to the Kent 
coast on Sunday for an 
FA Cup tie against a 
team with an eventful 
history in the 

competition. 


Wbrfrf Cup qualifying play-off 
; Photograph: Hinio Lepri/AP 


Margate are making the most 
of their few days of feme prior 
to Sunday’s FA Cup first-round 
tie 3 gainst Fulham in the Kent 
seaside town. The players, the 
manager and dub officials are 
becoming accustomed to the 
cameras of Sky TV, which will 
be broadcasting the match. 

The club’s main sponsor, the 
bald, beer-beQied pop singer 
Buster Bloodvessel, is loudly 
celebrating his brief return to 
■ the limelight. 

Strangely, for a 101-year-old 
dub who are members of the 
Southern (now Dr Martens) 

League, this is Margate's first 
appearance in the FA Cup first 
round since 1972- before some 
members of their current squad 
were bom and before anyone 
had heard of Mr Bloodvessel’s 
pop group, Bad Manners. 

Margate reached the FA 
Cup first round for die first time 
in 1929 when they gained a no- 
table 2-0 win at their Kent ri- 
vals, and members of the Third 
Division South, Gillingham. In 
1972 they beat another Third 
Division side, Swansea. 1-Q at 
home. Another 1-0 win in the 

second round at 

the Isthmian FA CUP these ,oaned 

League outfit TMTHOWM PW ers - and they 
Walton & Her- 1 LJUWIN arranged for the 


record, as hapless Margate -J . . 

were thrashed 11-0- -3. 

For Margate’s goalkeeper* - 
the former Brentford man j ” 

Brodie, who had also tat the ;- 
headlines a year earlier wherry 
he was badly bitten by a do#^ 
during a game at Colchester, ik 3 
was another embarrassing 7 

perience. Fbr Bournemouth 
was sweet revenge, though, foMf . 
the last time they had nce<£4 
Margate in the FA Cup they ^ 
had been humiliated on tbeirijj 

own ground. - 

In 1961 Margate bad hamr^. 
mered Bournemouth 3-0 a&S 
Dean Court in the first rouncTjS - 
before going out to another?* .. 
Third Division side, Notts*! 
County. “That was the best>| 
Margate team Fve seen,” Tbm-£| . 
linson claimed. • ;t 

Tlieir much-respected man£| 

ager then was Aimer Hall, wte>> 

was in charge at Hartsdown.^ 
park for 21 years. An inside-for- > 

ward with Tottenham and West. 

Ham, his playing career was in- ■ 
terrupted by the Second World 
War. He arrived at Margate as 
player-manager in 1949 and did. „ 
not r elin quish control. of the' ’ 
team until 1970. 

Margate have reached the 
third round of the Cup only 
twice: their encounter with Tbt- 
tenham described above, and in 
i 935-36. That was their second - : 
season as a nursery dub for Ar- ; 
senaL A former Gunners play- 
er. Jack Ramsey, was their.] 
manager, and they could bor- 
row promising young and otb-' • 
er fringe players frora-t 
Highbury. Arsenal paid 60 per-- ; . 
cent of the wages 


HUG BY UNION 


Botham joins Cardiff 


Liam Botham, son of former 
England cricketer Ian, has 
joined the Welsh Cup holders 
Cardiff after being freed by 
West Hartlepool. 

The 20-year-old centre, who 
chose rugby rather than 
following in his father's 
cricketing footsteps, is deter- 
mined to succeed at the Anns 
Park. “I am totally committed 
to them,” he said. 

“They have opened my eyes 
to what professional rugby is all 
about.” 

Botham first got his chance 
with Cardiff after Peter 
Thomas, their millionaire bene- 
factor, met his father as they fol- 
lowed the European team 


around at the Ryder Cup in 

Valderrama. 

Botham played two friend- 
lies which persuaded Terry 
Holmes, the club coach, to 
give him a permanent deaL 

The Cardiff manager, Peter 
M a nn in g , said: “He has a good 
attitude and is a very deter- 
mined, competitive person who 
wants to make it as a profes- 
sional rugby player.” 

Aberavon have signed the 
New Zealand-born No 8 Guy 
Phillips from Bridgend. 
Phillips, 22, son of the Bridgend 
coach, John Phillips, was re- 
leased by his father as Bridgend 
had exceeded their quota of 
overseas players. 


sham earned 
Margate the sort 
of third-round tie 
that every non- 
League dub 
dreams of: at 
home to Totten- 
ham Hotspur. 

It is an occa- 
sion that Mar- 
gate’s secretary 

Ken Tomlinson, 

who has been watching the 
team for 51 years, remembers 
well "Spurs travelled to Kent 
on the Friday and stayed the 
night in a hotel in Margate,” he 
recalled this week. “They mixed 
with a lot of people in the town 
and made a big impression. 

“The following day - Sat- 
urday was always the football 
day then - we had a huge 
crowd at Hartsdown Park [their 
picturesque stadium]. The at- 
tendance figure we published 
was 8,500, because that was the 
police limit, but when we count- 
ed the gate money we realised 
we had 14,500 in. 

“Spurs were only 1-0 up at 
half-time,” Tomlinson added. 
“It was an even first half, but 
they scored five more in the sec- 
ond half.” For the record, Tot- 
tenham's scorers in their 6-0 win 
were Martin Chivers with two, 
the late Cyril Knowles, John 
Pratt, Jimmy Pearce and Mar- 
tin Peters. No one has scored 
a goal in the FA Cup proper aL 
Hartsdown Park since. 

The previous season, 1971- 
72, Margate suffered a far 
heavier FA Cup defeat. Drawn 
away to Bournemouth in the 
first round, they came up 
against a prolific striker who 
went on to play for Manches- 
ter United and Scotland. Tbd 
McDougall scored nine goals, 
an FA Cup 
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Wilkie’s silicone mask is the 
new face of swimming 


Bri tain’s swimmers are trying 
out a revolutionary silicone 
mask in their pursuit ofworld 
and Olympic medals. 

The mask, an idea of for- 
mer Olympic gold medallist 
David WSJde, combines the 
traditional swimming cap and 
goggles and has a bold Union 
Jack across the top of the head 
The mask (right), mod- 
elled by Karen Pickering and 
Graham Smith, will be mar- 
keted by Speedo. “It is main- 
ly for the competitive 
swimmer but there is no rea- 
son why it shouldn’t be worn 
by the recreational swimmer 
as weft," Wilkie said. 


Wilkie, who won silver in 
Munich in 1972 and gold at 
Montreal four years later, was 
the first male swimmer to wear 
separate swim cap and goggles 
in international competition. 

Bur results show that the 
mask reduces drag around 
the eyes by up to 53 per cent 
“Swimmers are getting fester 
all the time” Wilkie said. “In 
my breaststroke events, times 
have improved by four sec- 
onds over 20 years and some 
events still more. 

“We have shaved our 
heads and we have shaved 
body hafr and youwooder how 
much more can be done.” 



BASEBALL 


pitch at Harts- - 
down Park to be 
reduced to exact- 
ly the same size as 
Highbury’s. Arse- 
nal’s first-team * 
squad regularly 
trained on it, 

With Reg 
Lewis, who scored 
the Gunners’ 

goals in their 2-0 . 

win over Liverpool in the 1950 
FA Cup final, and Jack Lam- 
bert who bad played in the - 
1930 and 32 finals for Arsenal, 
in their side, Margate beat 
Queen's Park Rangers 3-1 in . 
the first round in 1935. But it '* 
was a local lad who was the hero' • 
of their second-round win over . 
Crystal Palace. Jimmy Evans- 
scored a hat-trick in Margate’s ’ .1 
3-0 triumph. “He was a print- ^ 
er at Thanet Press in the town,” 
Tomlinson remembered. “He l 
died only two years ago.” 

On Sunday, the locals 

packed in to the now- 6,000 ca- ’’ 

parity Hartsdown Park, and 
the neutrals watching on tele- ' * 
vision, wilJ be looking for a new 
hero who can perhaps emulate-.:* 
Evans, or at least score one ■, 
goal, against Ray Wilkins’ Ful- 1 

ham side. 

It could be Martin Buglione, 
who was sold to St Johnstone 
for a healthy fee in 1992 but has 

since returned to Kent It could 
be Mark M unday or Paul. - 
Lamb, who. along with goal- ' 
keeper Lee Turner, played for * 
Gravesend & Northfleet in the-'-' 
third round of the Cup at As-:; 
ton Villa in January last year. V 

Under the experienced 
managership of Chris Kinnear,: ■„ 
who rook Dover into the GM’!j 
V uohall Conference, Margate/* 
will be well prepared. It could> ; 
be their day. * 




Winter heralds major league madness 


Sport can be strange and un- 
predictable. It can be eccentric 
and bizarre. Rarely though does 
it descend to the levels of cer- 
tifiable insanity being plumbed 
by Major League BasebalL 
Imagine Arsenal giving 
Ars&pe Wspger his marc hing nr- 

ders, or Manchester United an- 
noundrig that Roy Keane, Ryan 
Giggs, Paul Scholes, Dennis 
Irwin, Andy Colee/ ai had to be 
sold. That is what happening as 


# 




into the winter break. 

Last week Davey Johnson of 
the Baltimore Orioles was 
named the American League 
manager of the year, after a 
98-64 regular season in which 

m 


the Orioles led their division 
throughout Within three hours 
Johnson had been sacked, the 
third manager to suffer that fare 
at the hands of the Os owner, 
Peter Angelos, in four yeare. * 

Ostensibly, the reason was 
a row over a charity donation. 
In truth it was Angelos’ refusal 
to countenance anyone with a 

mmd of their own. So be jetti- 
soned Johnson, owner of the 
best career record of any active 
major league manager. 

But the 1997 world cham- 
pions, the Florida Marlins, are 
behaving equally weirdly. They 
krveput the whole leanmpfS 
side. This time the reason is 
salary costs, even though 


Marlins’ owner, Wayne Hui-^ ' 
zcoga, of Blockbuster Video 1 
fame, is one of the rich 6st met i 
jn America. The team’s best hit- , 
ter, Mouses Alou, has already " 

hee»tad«l-Theftn 5 wo 1 ir:- 
it, said a spokesman, “but ' 
they’re all available.” ; 

Baseball has not yet gone-'v 

opfopletefymad Yfesterday Ken . 
Gnffey J or , the 

Warmers outfielder generally:. ; 
7*oited the best all-round -V 

.Playermthegame.wasuaani-'-j 

ahulw VOted Most Yalu- ; : 
abte Player on the basis of his 
bh home runs and 147 RBI's. -* 
WhKh means the Mariners wilJ < 

Probably get rid of him. ' 

— Rupert Cornwell 
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Tim Henman plays a backhand on his way to victory over Alan Maddn In front of a packed crowd at Telford yeste r day 


Photograph: Peter jay 
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Telford ready for life after Henman 
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Tim Henman says this 
week will be his last 
appearance at the 
National Tennis 
Championships at 
Telford, while the 
sponsors are said to be 
.reviewing their 
involvement. However, 
as Adam Szreter discovered, 
the championships are in 
good health. 


The car paric at the superbly-ap- 
pointed International Centre in 
. Tfelford is packed every day this 
week and schoolchildren pour in 
• by the coachload. Entrance to 
the national tennis champi- 
onships is free for them, which 
it is bhped will encourage any 
budding Ton Henmans to take 


up the sport There are also a 
variety of tennis-related activi- 
ties to keep them entertained 
should the matches themselves 
fail to so so: a “Baiak" wall to 
test their reactions; a tennis 
“factory" where they can play a 
variety of games; and a serve- 
cage where they can measure the 
speed of their serves. 

The tournament itself can 
seem almost incidental, but ell 
eyes were focused briefly on 
Henman yesterday morning as 
he indulged in a gentle 40- 
. admire work-out on. Centre 
J Court, seeing off die promising 
16-year-old Scotsman" Alan 
Mackin 6-0, 6-3. But it is Hen- 
man's decision not to return 
next year, added to Greg 
Rusedski’s absence this year, 
that has put something of a 
dampener on proceedings. 

Cathy Sabin organises coach- 
ing dinics and ail manner of ten- 


nis and sports seminars that go 
to make the championships 
more of a tennis conference than 
a tournament. “Obviously the 
Greg and Tim thing has been a 
real plus," she said. “The kids 
know who they want to . see 
when they come now and we 
haven't had to push to sell the 
tickets or fill the dinks. 

*T am sad that lim won't be 
here next year. The children will 
miss him as they’ve desperately 
missed Greg this year. He’s very 
charismatic and they remember 
him sitting down and talking to 
them last year. But people wfll 
come anyway because it’s now an 
established eveht” 

Young Maddn, who looked 
as though he had just learnt more 
in 40 minutes against Henman 
than be ever could in ayear, said 
“1 drink Tim's proved himself 
now and it will be a good chance 
for ctfherplayers to do weD in the 


tournament next year. Obvi- 
ously it’s better if Tim and Greg 
play. They attract media and 
publicity. But that’s up tp them." 

And what of the Lawn Tbn- 
nis Association ? Mike Sertin, the 
tournament director, said: “The 
LTA. obviously feels that these 

champinnshipK are important fhr 

British tennis, for all the play- 
ers, not just the top ones. 

“When we started the event 
in 1983 some of the top play- 
ers like John Lloyd and Buster 
Mottram didn’t play either, so 
they’re not the be-all and end- 
all of this event. _ ^ 

“Wewoxddikleaifylie them 
to play if ifshumanly possible, 
but with the type of schedules 
involved It probably isn’t fair to 
ask them. In Sweden and 
Ffcance the top players don't 
play in the national champi- 
onships but they’re still con- 
sidered worthwhile events." 


If Henman and Rusedski re- 
ally are deemed essential to tbe 
tournamentis: success, should 
the LTA make it worth their 
while financially to attend? ‘The 
UA board is about to receive a 
review of all tbe tournaments in 
the cou ntry from bottom to top, 
and these things will be consid- 
ered as part of this review.” 
Sertin said, cautiously. 

"Guardian Direct are hop- 
ing. in principle, to continue to 
support the event but obvious- 
ly it depends on how it is to be 
structured next year. What is 
certain is that it will take place 
and it will take place in Telford." 

Another plus for next year 
is that the event will not coin- 
cide with the ATP finals, but 
whether that is enough to tempt 
Rusedski at least remains to be 
seen. Whatever happens, it 
seems churlish to compare this 
event with any other. 


Rusedski’s request made redundant by injury 


>■< • 




Greg RusedskPs ATP 
-Tour World 
Championship campaign 
ended prematurely 
0 yesterday when a 
- hamstring injury 
prevented the British No 
I from playing his 
concluding round-robin 
match against Spaing 
Carlos Moya. As John 
Roberts in Hannover, 
explains, one nagging 
point remained. 


Tbe prognosis on Greg Rused- 
ski’s hamstring rendered the 
scheduling of his round-robin 
match against Carlos Moya 
hypothetical, so tbe question 
became one of principle -would 
Boris Becker or Pete Sampras, 
in similar circumstances, have 
been granted the 24 hours' 
respite Rusedski was denied? 

Neither Rusedski nor Tbny 
Pickard, his coach, saw any 
sense in belabouring the point 
“It’s a strange stuation, let’s put 
it that way,” Pickard said, “but, 
having been around a fairly long 
time, Fve experienced other 
strange situations." 

Rusedski requested the 
switch in his schedule after los- 


ing to Rste Sampras an Wednes- 
day, but the ATP Tbur refused 
to delay his match with Moya 
until today, when Sampras is due 
lopiay Australia’s Pat Rafter, tbe 
United States Open champion, 
on prime time for German tele- 
vision- Rafter defeated Rused- 
ski in his opening match. “Ifs all 
to do with keeping the interest 
alive for everybody,” an ATP 
Tour spokesman said. 

A visit to hospital yesterday 
confirmed that Rusedski would 
not be able to continue. Austria's 
Thomas Muster, the alternate, 
stepped in to play Moya. 

“1 asked for a Friday start, 
but unfortunately that didn’t 
happen," Rusedski said. “But in 


retrospect, after listening to tbe 
doctor here at the tournament 
and tbe doctor at the hospital to- 
day, it didn’t really make much 
of a difference in my case.” 

Pickard concurred “It's un- 
fortunate. It’s sad, but what can 
you do? We have had two spe- 
cialists’ opinions, and they have 
both been quite clear it 
wouldn’t have made any dif- 
ference if we’d have been giv- 
en three days off.” 

The $80,000 (£53,ttW) Rused- 
ski received for qualifying for 
Hannover took his prize money 
for ibeyear to $L515,473. He will 
drop one place to No 6 in the 
year-end wodd rankings, over- 
taken by Yevgeny Kafelnikov, of 


Russia, who was guaranteed a 
place in the semi-finals here af- 
ter Sweden’s Jonas Bjoikman de- 
feated Seigi Bniguera, of Spain, 
6-3, 6-1, in the White Group. 

Brugueia then announced 
his withdrawal because of sore 
rfos.'IheAEP’four.sedkingaseo- 
ond alternate, attempted to con- 
tact Marcelo Rios (No 10) in 
Chile and put Richard Krajicek, 
of the Netherlands, and Alex 
Corretja, of Spain, on stand-by. 

Kafelnikov began the day 
with a 6-3, 6-0 win over Michael 
Chang, the second set lasting 
only 25 minutes. The winner of 
today’s match between Chang 
and Bjorkman will join Kafel- 
nikov in tomorrow’s semi-finals. 


SPORTING DIGEST.. 


RUGBY LEAGUE / GREAT B RITA lJi_vj^jXEAk] A 

Morley’s slow train left 
on the sidelines 


If Great Britain finish 
the job in the third 
Test at Elland Road on 
Sunday, it will, says 
Dove Hadfiekt, herald the 
coming of age of 
Adrian Moriey. 

The Leeds second row started 
tbe series against Australia a 
fringe figure following mixed 
fortunes in last year’s tour to 
tbe South Pacific, but his im- 
portance to Great Britain 
has steadily increased. 

Moriey was a substitute at 
Wembley, impressing with 
his sheer fbrcefiilness when he 
came into the action, and last 
week at Old Trafford be 
started a Tbst for the first time, 
playing a full part in Britain’s 
forward domination. 

Moriey had reason to fear 
his international career bad 
ended before it had properly 
begun. His first Tfest appear- 
ance, as a substitute in the 
first Test in New Zealand last 
year, was a disaster, with a 
flash of indiscipline effec- 
tively losing tbe match. 

“It was the best day of my 
life and the worst all roiled 
into one. I didn’t know 
whether Td ever get another 
chance, although I got back 
into the squad again for the 
third Test-” 

Even then Moriey. at 20, 
could have been written off. 
Fortunately, two former 
Great Britain second rows of 
rare distinction had more 
faith in tiiwi rhan that. 

The Great Britain man- 
ager, Phil Lowe, played in the 
Great Britain team that last 
beat Australian in a series in 
1970 and is a tong time ad- 
mirer, who believes Moriey 
has the ability to become 
the best of his generation in 
his old position, while the 


appointment of another of 
the breed, Andy Goodway. as 
the national team’s coach 
has done Moriey no barm 
either. 

“It’s a help to me having 

two greats in the position in- 
volved in the squad. They 
know what they want from a 

second row and they must see 

some of what they want in 
me," Moriey said. 

What any coach is looking 
for in his ideal second row is 
size, speed and aggression 
and Moriey has all three. 

“Self-ccotrolhasbeenabit 



Moriey: Has size, speed 
and aggression 

of aproNem forme in the past 
but I worked c*n that,” be said. 

“Last Saturday 1 thought 
we all kept our cool very welL 
Whenwe put pressure on the 
Australians, they couldn't 
handle it and it was their dis- 
cipline that started going. 

“It was a completely 
different feeling from the 
previous week. We wanted to 
win more than they did. A 
few people had slagged us off 
during the week and we 
wanted to prove them wrong. 

“But we know it is going 
to be twice as hard this week." 

That is something the 
British forwards have been 
re minding themselves of all 
week, but there is no denying 
that some of tbe mystique of 


the opposition was broken 
down at Old Trafford. 

u We could see in their 
eyes that they didn't know 
what to do when we started 
driving them back. 

“Amy suggestion that they 
eased off and let us win is 
garbage. They tried just as 
bank the difference was that 
we stood up to them." 

Moriey believes the spirit 
forged on the disappointing 
tour last year has stood Great 
Bri tain in good stead. “This 
is virtually the same team that 
went away. We got to know 
each other really well and we 
now feel as though we have 
been together fora tong time. 

“That shows in tbe way we 
are working as a team in this 
series." 

The Salford-born Moriey 
whose his elder brother Chris 
went in the opposite direction 
and joined St Helens, admits 
to being far more nervous this 
week as the deciding Test ap- 
proaches, as be is entitled to 
be, considering that Great 
Britain are on the verge of 
something they have not 
achieved for 27 years. 

“1 remember being taken 
by my dad to see the Test 
against Australia in 1986," he 
recalled “TVe watched videos 
of all the recent series when 
we've been beaten and often 
badly beaten. It would be 
wonderful to be part of the 
British team that changes 
that” 

Moriey has a lively sense 
of histoiy, as befits someone 
who lists Bob Dylan as his 
favourite music. Maybe the 
great man's back catalogue 
could provide some inspira- 
tion as Moriey and his team- 
mates fry to reverse the flow 
of recent Test histoiy. “The 
times they are A-Cbangin'" 
perhaps? fiar Adrian Moriey 
they already have. 


Clyde recovers to face unchanged Britain 


Australia have made two 
changes in their side for the 
third Tfest, while Andy Good- 
way has oame an unchanged 
Great Britain tine-up. . 

The Australian coach, 
John Lang, has being able to 
bring in his most experienced 

forward, Bradley Clyde, for 
the first time in the series. 
Clyde has recovered from a 
calf injury and lakes the place 
of Matt Adamson in the sec- 
ond* row, the Penrith for- 
ward dropping to substitute. 

Ryan Girdler is back after 
missing tbe second Test 
through injury and a reshuffle 
to Accommodate him as cen- 
tre andgoal-kicker sees Brett 
Mullins move to the wing and 
Ken Nagas to the bench. 

However, there are still 
lingering fitness doubts about 
Girdler and Mullins, who 
came off the field at OkiTraf- 
ford with a burst bloodvessel 
in his leg. 

Goodway has decided 
against smiting the m pir-h 
with the Wigan second row 
Simon Haugfaton at Hfand 
Road on Sunday, reasoning 


that he can make a greater 
impact from the bench. 

The Great Britain coach 
has decided against including 
another Wigan forward. 
Mick Cassidy, among the 
substitutes, where he could 
cover for tbe hooker. James 
Lowes, who has had a boat 
of flu. 

The Australians say they 
have now been given fair 
warning about the capabili- 
ties of Goodway's line-up. 

“We probably underesti- 
mated them a bit in the sec- 
ond Test,” said their captain, 
Laurie Daley. “They came 
out a lot hungrier than we 
were prepared for. They 
knuckled down and ground 
out tbe victory while we were 
looking for the knock-out 
punch all the time and it 
didn't happen for us." 

Lang said that he is not 
labouring the issue of the long 
gap since Great Britain last 
beat Australia in the Test 
series. 

*T don’t think we could 
have any more desire to win," 
he said. 


It win be a full bouse at El- 
land Road. The ground’s 
□ear-40,000 capacity was sold 
out yesterday, bringing the 
total for the three-Test series 
up to around 120,000 - a fig- 
ure that both countries would 
have settled for in advance. 

A 19-year-old player has 
died in a car crash hours be- 
fore he was due to sign for tbe 
newly promoted Super 
League dub, Huddersfield. 

The Huddersfield chief 
executive, Les Coulter, said 
that John Coletta was “a 
very promising player with a 
very bright future." 

Tbe club have signed tbe 
scrum-half Chris On from the 
Gold Coast dub in Australia 
and released their Cook Is- 
lands scrum-half Ali Davys. 

GREAT BRITAIN tu Australia, third 
That. Bhm^Rq^ Suf^^Atehesoiu 


RoUnson, RadBnkat 


Hunts; 


Rural leapt). Qoukfino: McDermott! 


Lowes. Broadbent. „ 

Scufthorpa Substitutes: Long. 
HMjhton, McNanaih. ForstaK 
AUSTRALIA: Lockyer; MAns, Goofed 
EttmgshausBn, Safer; Daley (cant), 
Gower. Stevens. waters. Thom. Taffls. 
Clyde. Smith. SubstButoc Adamson, 
Kearns. Kkrmortey, Nagas. 

Rafaroe: P Housan (New Zealand) 

- Dave Hadfield 


Basketball 

Boston 86 D«w » 

«; SaPanwrmjmOitandoa B: 

SWB71; 

RSIIIa.vIc 

r mbr Moment open !«*««« 

1738-202. 





Natron Whefcion. 21 for two 

terd^ afttrnrjd^hjn 
I a positive test for 
stanozotoL 


Football 

Brian Borrows, tTO36-y^-olcltonnw 

Bolton and Everton defender, has 
joined Swindon from Coventry on a 
fi»e transfer 
Swansea City hav e 
SfeC^rman, ftvamoAmMAL 
jofio Morefra. UrtonBrowoGajY 



Boxing 

of Croatia was oonfirmeo 
The must teke pb** 


janes, tew m a** -ms - 

The ttaten Sorts A ck* Sampdorfa 
rove Nred Bosfcov for fes sec- 

ond spei as coach. 

arms also Dean gwen a ifetww ban 


■c Vtendarere t Amo« tanranc* 

| Northern L— go* Flat Dhtehn: Conrad 2 
■Hn 'Burton 0; Northatoitan 0 Bfew- 
ham Syrthonii 5: Penrith 0 Sttobwaion 
Town CL ServwHx Dfe»ctL — o u s P ratnisr ft- 
TrhtoKlbrlngion 0TWsrfcoT«T a Jewson 
EHWnLwowPiwIirDkMiiKRittM 
1 fltftosy Town 3: Srfum 2 Ksten 1: Shy 
martmtO ™o48mQ PonteteLaagte fttenlar 
DMstarc Aston Vs 2 BacttMO & BfcnSnfr 

twil ShafflaWWornaadayl ptH*nasfaf$; 
Manchester Lftd 4 Stete fc NaflyamFor : 
aateUsnmsra A Ftat DMMok Bcftn i WhU 
BmMUi l » Urig b PUfj Pait 'M b 2. Hut- 

Second OMakRc Bamsfey a l>«xfn & 

Stacteort 2 Bbdmooi 3 fatHyooUttit. Third 

Nawcadtel;Scwithome1 Donesawl^Wd- 

■MM HtdCBya Awon tesurancs Corans- 
flan Hnt DfcWoiu Charter 0 

Rrtsn3uth3Wkakrd 0; SuMon 6 Qriortl UM 

i; Ibttenham 1 Arena! i w iMton Ownq. 

Utd Z cW* 

MM2: CNpstead 0 CtwteM a Otth 
UiaUKVItaMaMtam 2 Sparta Rodsidun 
ftiferonsgan 2 FtodaJC Kertra dal; Aja» 

t Dutch Cup Secood raon£ W C JradaS 

Hsthortf 


tstioid 0 Racing Santander 0; Espanyal 9 
VUenda 0; Zaregem t Depcrtw La Connie 


Golf 


TAMEIYO MASTERS (Qotaota, Japan) 
Urtal HaBdioBMtlwnaaraM' 

•d): SB P MciW*mey (Alm). YUburraW. V 'lh- 
momcrc,; 87 S <3frn Mactay C/Vrst J 



7 HmMen (US) R Gfcaon (Cant J Arran PH 

c sfccca jara ? MeMm) m m &S#S 

(IIS) 74 B Jobe [US) I 

PGA OMEGA TOUR. MASTS® 


Ice hockey 

No w cas t to Cobras have named Dale 
Lambert. Xe 38-war-otd Canadar dc- 
fencamenm, wttSnew road ooech. 

NHLtWtajNncmna «tatesghl: Florida 2 NY 
Idandn 2 (bQi Nm> Jaraey 3 NV (Mngra % 
Oeflae 3 Boston 3 fat): Carote 6 Edmonto n 
4; Montreal 4 Arahatn 3 ft; Wnceuuer S San 
Jose 2 


a Mttyaia 0; Engtend 3 FMand 0 18 
Parte bt J Kyttanen 8-3 &-Cn. D Harris btV 
Stetorwn 8^80 BACVMvbtUttrto 2-9 
9-6 0-6). 8th plaea p lay o th g WMraa fcwal 


1 (A Gough be to 0 Ryan 45 89 851 D&ma 
bt MCcSs 7>8 9-5 M, G Darias bt P Foa- 
IBf 829-084); New Zoaiand 3 SccOanOD p 
Steel Ot M Heath 9-6 84 9-1, D Shart*l bt S 
Coaie 7-fl 04 »-1 80 W WWder M DlteMh 
l-as-l Oermary 2 S tel hBtends 1; Swe- 

dm2 Ranee t 17 Bi piaoe piay«((K Argerdv 
USA 1; Denmark 3 





(MNBrt 


(PM); 73 A 

rartoj(Tfe4 


Squash 

MEN’S WORLD OPEN C UAMP K WM I PH 
(Knata Lunpw) Qi ra nar Wnala - Egypt H 
Pakistan 3-0: Atatnla bt Sooth Afrfca 34); 


Tennis 

r of SooeandJ 8-0 6-3: J L 
fteP CW (Wtahke) 87 ( 


munct L Latknar | 

Mortsaae B-i:l 

P«se0 btKCrcaa (Dmon) B-7 7-S 6-4. 

LUawUSTAH&fS CHALLENGER fljBVh- 
yg S k i fl tea. aacowd roast a Stahortt [SAJ 

SlE An M 82 M: Md oZST aB% Sl 

hi T 
bill 


- -• ften te) e-s ftS; J«( Saita 
SrtftjAu^ 84 W: c vtnek ( 
fetfenjAirt 8-1 6 - 3 ; D Wkt 
r (Ger) 4-6 0-2 6-3 


Bknmer | 


Cndcel: 

•. Mo rt hamptons Hre la«aPF®“ 
KWn Curan asthdr cap** ito va* 
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’ Austrafia’s Olympic Comirifttee 

framed the bobdSgh compowof 





TODAY’S 

FI XTURES 

Football 

7.30 unfeaa Mated 
SACUP FIRST R OUND __ 
Briatel Roaen • GBhtfvm (MS) 
_ eborawh (TAB) - 


v Peterborough (TJ 

ajwoPEAN mfflBKiacHAjytowsw 
aaffyingroond: England vftjsete(7H 
M Gresfr Road. Qih). 

NORTH WESTCOUNTESIiAGI* Fht 
DMMeir Deraen w Roeacndeb 

uMUKRTUNnEDootaines lea&e 

Premier DMetoreSlWMrtsS UoydJ Cor- 
by v Northampton Spencec 
HARP LAGER NATIONAL LE AOt^ OF 

HSJVOfentsr DMifon: ErartTods UW 

v DmyCXy p*^: f«i HBpevSfepRaws 


BO); St FWrtck* Atftete v Kftam, Oty 
^W): SNfeoum y Dundafc (745). 

Rugby League 

TOUR HATCH: teat Britain 8udante • 
Ouaenstend Shsterta (M* (a Ka&toy 
RLFC). 

Rugby Union 

TOUR MATCH: ChuMtoe UnAttstyvArte- 

SrfHiCephantotoryTfeq 

CHEUSMAHAMTOLCUCSSIERCU^' 

Group K Leicester-* Rotherham (7^. 

Group CiCoMrtryvSMs (730). 

Other sports 

7ENMS: Nattonel OanifeoMp* (Wbd) 
SNOOKBt: UK Chenpiontip (Piactan). 
SWWHWGlErtkh ©rand P?ta (Laicea»r) 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 

10 

The number of Banglade- 
shi national team crick- 
eters and officials denied 
visas prio- to a tour to New 
Zealand. The New Zea- 
land High Commission in 
New Delhi, which had 
refused to grant the visas, 
subsequently issued en- 
try permits instead. 


ON WEDNESDAY IT WAS THEM. 

Dra w da te: 12/1A/97. The winning numbers: 3. 6, 8, 2T. 36. 45 Bonus nun.hu- 
^^Sgg^-g^^-PgeRind^£2^70a7O7(Ag6ofB^ sales plus £9,082.996 from SaturdS^ 'Stover JackpoQ. 


Match a (Jackpot) 


Match 5 plus bonus ball 


Match 5 


Match 4 


Match 3 


TOTALS 


li 


865 


45.495 


767.928 


O Cametot SfHip He. Bqen nm t» ie or nor. 


814,303 


A V! O U U T F O H 
EACH WINNER 


OM5.490 


£159.1.04 


■£1.264 


£52 


£10 


£14.770.980 


£1.750.144 


£3-093.360 


£2.365.740 


£7.679.280 


£27.659.504 


Breakage (Rdzas roundad down to naareBt £ 1 ): 141.203 


mute event at ay aiunpaneHn am 


^ TOE NAPONAL LOTTERY' 

gjlats corrtairtea* , Campioteaflinii comartor nrstem armi pmni. 


hi ' 

%t 


: * ' 










THE INDEPENDENT 
FRIDAY 

14 NOVEMBER l qg? 


28 /SPORT 




Bis man* King decides he is unfit to face Wallabies 

® » .. havim ,o Cart's Jone-wolf S 


England are still talking 
enthusiastically about 
the brave new world of 
rugby union they hope 
to explore at 
Twickenham tomorrow, 
but Alex King's knee 
injury may well have 
knocked that world off 
its axis. Chris Hewett 
reflects on a setback for 
both player and country. 

“The more 1 practise, the 
Judder I seem to &C said Gary 
Player, by way of explaining his 
phenomenal success on the 
greens and fairways of golfs 
money-laden landscape. It is 
not the sort of message Alex 
King will be wanting to hear 
today. The 22-year-old outside- 
half from Wasps works harder 


than most at his chosen sport 
and a fat lot of good it appears 
to be doing him. 

King withdrew yesterday 
from the England side to play 
Australia at Twickenham to- 
morrow, citing more trouble 
with his right knee. He gambled 
on keyhole surgery late last 


sessions have been very intense 
and I realised when I woke yes- 
terday morning that the knee 
was not 100 per cent and prob- 
ably wouldn’t be in time for the 
match,'' said King, who tried 
hard to smile at his colleagues' 
good-natured pick-me-up 


ou kcjuuic — banter but failed miserably, 

month, rightly suspecting that “It was probably the most tfif- 

he might be chosen for the Wal- ficult sporting decision Pve ever 
laby encounter if only he could had to make, but there was no 


gu a r antee his fitness. But while 
he survived the rigours of trial 
by Brive on Sunday, this week's 
heavy tr ainin g sessions have 
proved a test too far. 

His absence means a return 
journey from centre to stand- 
off for Mike Catt and a reprieve 
for Phil de Glanville, last sea- 
son’s England captain. Paul 
Grayson, the Northampton 
goal-locking specialist, has been 

drafted on to the bench. 

‘The last two training 



real option but to pull out. I 

wouldn’t have been able to play WW iidlM i f' tiir: « v r J 

to the best of my ability and that Alex King relaxes after withdrawing from riteEng^no^ 
would have meant my letting the side to play Australia tomorrow Photograph- Davi 
side down as well as myself.” 

He already knows how that 

feels, for King was notoriously play Wales and filled the breach 
let down by others as recently by dragging Rob Andrew out of 
as last March. The then Eng- retirement The decision did 
land coach, Jack Rowell, got his about as much for King’s spirits 
knickers in such a complicated as Watergate did for Nixon, es- 
twist over goal-kicking that he tiftriallv when Andr ew sneaked 
dropped his most gifted young 
playmaker from the squad to 


miner Australia in Sydney last 
Cart’s lone-wolf explosiveness ^^ tene d to draw a 
and Will Greenwood’s cla^ line under bis Test 

passing skills looked a ocb brew ^ r but his recent form hK 

indeed and it ^ fflore impressive and 

esty if Woodward Woo dward thou^tt long and 

shelved his bard about giving him a start m 

through temporary force oi tomorrow’s match- 

cumstance. Lawrence Dallagbo, ue 

«rm leased to get G iaDviDe'ssiKC(SSor“< a ^?| ; 

chance at oursde-balfbecmse ^ d)e noises ash* 

I see myself fost^dforem balaQced & sympalttyfor King 

in that position, Catt said- a bullis h statement of 

feel for Alex though, genuinely ^ ^ revamped back dir 

feel for him. . - c5on The emphasis m this 

js'jssss 

Z&cskiSSZ 

. n r ■ tha n,n 


ou his plate without having to 
worry about goal-kicking - «■ 
pecialfy as he has not kicked for 
the posts in anger since burst- 
ing into the limelight at Bath 
late last season. • 

Grayson, very much a spe- 
cialist, provides some cover 
horn the bench, but his con- 
tinuing thigh problems have 
prevented him from taking am 
for Northampton this season. 
Although Roger Uttley, the 
England manager, denied any 


ward regime now faces an al- 
most identical problem. Calf's 
occasionally inspired but un- 
reliable marksmanship requires 
a substantial safety net, but 


'£2i£ZZSS£Z V'JSfSffiSiS 

SSkndand is the chance K> complete-fit. _ .^^bieofplaymgalttel^L 


iULVUUw. - * 

denies England is the chance 

blaze a glory trail through the 
most exciting midfield trio se- 
lection store WOlGufing and Je- 


begrudge him an opportunity to 

set his personal record straight 
ilk iin- 


^Sen Andrew sneaked King’s absence thrusts ones against' the 

“fbra cameo near the end. on Matt Perry, the debutant «m» ^foscoti ^Ring's »fottety, cbaractensoc defensive fraflty 
Ironically, the new Wood- foil-back who has quite enough The mixture of King 


mceauy . , a 

capable of playing at this ML 

Unfortunately, we wiU have 

to wait a little longer to see if 
the same can be said for poor 
Alex King. 


Gascoigne tempted 
by American dream 


Paul Gascoigne has not 
played for an English 
club since he was carried 
off playing for 
Tottenham in the 1991 
FA Cup final. Yesterday 
he revealed he may 
never do so again. 
America, or Japan, are 
more likely destinations 
if he decides to leave 
Rangers. 

Glenn Moore listened to 
him as he prepared at 
Bisham Abbey for 
England’s friendly 
international against 
Cameroon tomorrow. 


It makes more sense than lan 
Botham's short-lived jaunt to 
Hollvwood a few years back, 
but Paul Gascoigne's sugges- 
tion vesterday that, after the 
World Cup. he might pack his 
bags for the US of A is still an 
odd one. 

At 30 Gascoigne could be on 
the cusp of the greatest six 
weeks of his careen his national 
coach, Glenn Hoddie, has told 
him he could go on for anoth- 
er five years; yet he is talking 
of retiring from the interna- 
tional stage within seven 
months. 

Speaking during a break 
from preparations for tomor- 
row’s Wembley international 
against Cameroon he said: “Til 
see after the World Cup and if 
I feel I’ve had enough and 
that I want to enjoy myself and 
relax it could be the US. 1 like 
the States. It's a great place." 


Between jokes a relaxed 
Gascoigne added: “1 will still 
have two years on my contract 
but if I did decide I wanted to 
move to America or Japan 
then I don't think the chairman 
would stand in my way. 

“Whatever happens 
Rangers will be my last club in 
Britain. I can’t see myself play- 
ing in the Premiership and if I 
leave it will be for abroad. I’ll 
give everything for Rangers 
this season and if I feel I can 
do a job for them and Glenn 
Hoddie Til stay. If I don’t I’ll 
talk to Whiter {Smith, the re- 
tiring Rangers manager], Glenn 
and Terry [Venables] but if I felt 
I wanted to enjoy the last cou- 
ple of years of my career 
abroad I’d do that." 

There is logic in this. Gas- 
coigne has lived a goldfish 
bowl life for seven years now, 
ever since he captured the na- 
tional imagination in Italia 90. 
He said he is still followed 
wherever he goes and that 
would still be the case any- 
where else in Europe or in 
Japan. 

In America, where, as Ken 
Jones wrote in these pages yes- 
terday. the game is a recreation 
not an entertainment, be would 
be effectively anonymous. Such 
is the concentration on the 
stars of gridiron, baseball and 
basketball even Carl Lewis can 
walk down an American street 
without being noticed - so 
Gascoigne should have no 
problems. In matches he would 
be able to dribble past players 
at will and play to the crowds 
in a moderate league of little in- 
tensity. 

But would Gascoigne real- 
ly like being anonymous? So 


many of his antics are atten- 
tion-seeking it is hard to be- 
lieve even the new mature 
‘version would like to be truly 
ignored. And would his en- 
during competitiveness be ful- 
filled? Rangers may be a cut 
above most their opposition 
but the Scottish game makes 
up in passion what it lacks in 
depth. 

His high personal playing 
standards were evident when 
he was asked what he recalled 
about his match against 
Cam eroon in the 1990 World 
Cup. Instead of mentioning the 
two passes he played to Gary 
Lineker from which Lineker 
won the penalties which 
earned England victory he 
replied, “giving away the 
penalty”. 

Hoddie was certainly keen 
to forestall talk of a Yankee 
Doodle Gazza. “It would be 
foolish to make a decision 
like that now,” be said “If a 
player looks after himself 
nowadays he can continue his 
career further than ever. As it 
stands Paul is a cast-iron cer- 
tainty for France. In his current 
form there is no better mid- 
fielder in the country. I am very 
pleased with him on and off the 

field-" . , 

Gascoigne admitted that 

the transfer speculation around 

him earlier this season had 
“unbalanced’’ him and that he 
had deserved to be briefly 
dropped at Rangers. He-saw 
Smith and was told the manager 
wanted him to ran at people 
more and involve himself in the 
game. That he is now doing, 
though Hoddie stressed that 
taking on players in a domes- 
tic league was a different mat- 
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Ttrarsday’s solution 




ACROSS 

I Waits to secure nothing 
endlessly inferior - genuine 
quality required (4,51 

6 But it’s not what you’d 
have for seconds (dessert)! 

(4) 

10 Song from beginning of last 

year. I see (5) 

II Some wrong is nominally 
revoked by priest (9) 

12 Toys of supreme quality? 
(3.4) 

13 Table decoration, electro- 
plated, turning green (7) 

14 Guess the Queen is after 
money for tables (5,8) 

17 Swapped new towns? (7,6) 

21 Milk jug for one who's ter- 
rified after spilling first 
drop (7) 

22 Exotic holiday resort 


against backing summer 

month (7) 

24 Lamenting changing posi- 
tion (9) 

25 Lines of verse penned ty 
William Binks (5) 

26 Roll and tilt (4) 

27 Man going to period town 

(9) 

down 

1 Supports those who run 
about beginning to scream 
( 8 ) 

2 Runs in stfil screwing up 

courage (5) . 

3 plant-based agriculture. 

4 seemed to waver about 
new manor bouse (7) 

5 Part of ship that’s gou e 
down within the ta* m 

On the contrary ( Q 


7 Lauding pagan gw, —y. 1 
cry out (9) 

8 Woman’s study mcorporai- 
fng mineral deposit (6) 

9 Evident all gets broadcast 
as it happens -be tolerant 

(43,3,4) 

15 Legendary healing figure 
providing treatment for 

special American (9) 

16 A situation enthralfing 
fashionable eJement(8) 

18 Scrap turning over w^ot 

thick areas of ftowets. (7) 

19 Soldier steering boat info 

river (7) . 

20 Second stroke seen in bad 

bandwriting (6) . 

23 Type of school neglecting ~ 
Rs prompts letter (5 ) 



his options during England tnuning yerterday 


Photograph: Laurence Griffiths/Allsport 


ter to doing it at international 
level. 

Hoddle’s preparations for 
Saturday remain complicated 
by injury and illness with Paul 
Scholes only partially training 
yesterday as he is still troubled 

Reputation 

managerial 

Ron Atkinson is 
expected to be named 
as Sheffield Wednesday 
manager today, six and a 
half years after he 
walked out on the club. 

It will be the 58-year- 
old’s 10th job in 28 years 
of management. Glenn 
Moore wonders if 
Sheffield Wednesday 
have taken a backward 
step. 


“If I do a half-decent job it may 
open the door for a lot of peo- 
ple. men like John Deehan 
and John Duncan, rather than 
having the same faces on the . 
same merry-go-round.” 

David Jones would already 
appear to be doing a half-decent 
job as manager of Southampton 
but his wish, ejqjrcssed in an in- 
terview with the Independent a 
fortnight ago, already appears 
wishful thinking. Jones was not 
thinking specifically of Ron 
Atkinson when he spoke of the 
“same faces”, but he could 
have been. Big Ron is a veter- 
an of the managerial merry-go- 
round. When any job vacancy, 
big or small, crops up his name 


by a heavy cold. The other Eng- 
land concerns. Ian Wright and 
Nicky Butt, trained throughout. 
In a possible indication of Sat- 
urday’s team Jamie Redknapp 
played sweeper during the end 
of session practice match. 


• Tickets for the England- 
Cameroon match, which kicks 
off at 6pm, will be available at 
Wembley on the day. A crowd 
of up to 50,000 is expected. 

France seeking strikers, 
page 26 


puts Big Ron back on 
merry-go round 
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appears in the headlines. But 
why? 

Atkinson has had success 
but not as much as his reputa- 
tion would suggest Four cups 
and three promotions is a poor 
return on 28 years of manage- 
ment He has a justified repu- 
tation for building attractive 
sides but too often, they have 
failed to sustain their promise - 
most notably the Manchester 
United side of 1985-S6 which 
won their first 10 matches but fin- 
ished fourth, 12 points adrift of 
the title. The reasons for the col- 
lapse are unclear but it may be 
telling that when Alex Ferguson 
look over, he was unhappy with 
the fitness and attitude of many 
of the players he inherited. 

Atkinson gained a measure 
of revenge when he outwitted 
Ferguson tactically in Aston Vil- 
la’s 1994 Coca-Cola Cup win 
over United but since that suc- 
cess Atkinson has seemed off 
the pace. His last 21 League 
matches at Aston Villa brought 
two victories, three draws and 

16 defeats: his 64 League 
matches in charge al Coventry 
brought 14 victories and 26 de- 
feats despite spending the un- 
paralleled sum of £ 15.6m. He 
was unceremoniously shunted 
upstaiis and retirement into TV 
punditry beckoned. 


Now Wednesday have given 
him another chance and the ma- 
jority of supporters, remem- 
bering the elan his team played 
with, have forgiven his abrupt 
departure. They may feel there 
was little alternative, but if 
Wednesday had looked into the 
lower divisions they would have 
found several. As well as Dee- 
han and Duncan there are Alan 
Curbishley, Chris Kamara, Stan 
Tement, John Gregory, John 
Ward, Tony Pulis. lan Atkins, 
Sam Allardyce, Mick Wadsworth 
and Peter Fox. Or how about 
John Rudge. still producing mir- 
acles at Port Vhle? 

Wednesday may counter 
that, for all their qualities these 
men are ill-equipped in the 
post -Bos man world whereas 
Atkinson has the contacts. Look 
at who he found for Coventry™ 
remember Reggie Genaux, Nil 
Lamptcy, Isaias, Carlita? 

It may be that Wednesday 
have decided a bright young 
manager is their target, but have 
promised not to approach Barns- 
ley's Danny Wilson until the end 
of Ihe season. If so Ron’s last out- 
ing^ will be a cameo, but if he fails 
it win probably be an expensive 
one. If he keeps them up, as he 
should do given the quality in the 
side, will they still replace him, 
or hope the magic lasts? 
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Thu New Millennium Watch 

(PRICES START FROM £650) 

Alfred Dunhill watches are available at selected' 
BRANCHES OF THE GOLDSMITHS GROUP. 

ONE OF THE LEADING QUALITY JEWELLERS IN THE COUNTRY 
WITH OVER 120 BRANCHES NATIONWIDE. 


G-O-L’D-S’M-I-T-H-S WALKE R & HALIT 

THE MARK OF A RNE JQNELLER 


Call Free On 0800 G O L D S M I T H S (0800 465376); 
TO FIND YOUR NEAREST STOCKIST. 
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